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Truth — is as old as God —
His Twin identity

And will endure as long as He
A Co-Eternity —

And perish on the Day
Himself is borne away

From Mansion of the Universe
A lifeless Deity.
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of Independence illustrates why constitutional texts must be read with

modern, critical eyes. Current events, such as basing abortion rights

and gun control legislation on literal interpretations of the Constitution,

threaten to divide the nation and shatter the founders’ and Whitman'’s

dream ofe pluribus unumPerhaps another aspect of Hamilton’s legacy,

therefore, is brought to light by the double entendre of “his shot”. In that

regard, Hamilton’s seemingly senseless death can be seen as a nod towards

the ongoing debate over the Second Amendment, granting all Americans

the right to bear arms (U.S. Const. amend. Il). Alexander Hamilton
FHUWDLQO\ S\ WRRN KLV VKRW"™ ERWK ¢(JXUDWLYHO\
immortalized him on the 10-dollar bill, the latter got him gunned down

by an American with a grudge. Over two centuries later, many American

Adams (and Eves) like Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Elon Musk, and of
FRXUVH /LQ ODQXHO OLUDQGD FRQWLQXH +DPLOW
American Dream. At the same time, not only are guns the primary cause

of death among children and teens in the United States (2021), but more
Americans have died of gun-related injuries in 2021 than in any other year

on record (CDC, 2021). In other words: Just like Alexander Hamilton,

Americans ARE taking their shot — for better and for worse.

References

Adams, H. (1905)Documents relating to New-England federalism. 1800-1815
46-63, 107-330, 338-365.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics
(2021). National vital statistics system, mortality 2018-2021 on CDC
WONDER Online Databaseeleased in 2021.

Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence and Coalition to Stop Gun Violence
(2021). A public health crisis decades in the making: A review of 2019
CDC gun mortality data

Hamilton, A. (1772)Alexander Hamilton's description of the Hurricar@unders
Online, National Archives.

V1



Lior Aizenberg| Taking a Shot at American Literature:iAmiltonAnalysis

FORVHG GRRUV ZLWK 7KRPDV -HUHUVRQ DQG -DPHV
York down the river”, Hamilton agrees to establish the new nation’s
capital city in Virginia in exchange for the Virginians’ political support
DQG ZHDOWK 7KLV LV WKH VDPH ZHDOWK +DPLOWR
three songs earlier in “Cabinet Battle #1": “A civics lesson from a slaver.
Hey neighbor / Your debts are paid cuz you don’t pay for labor.” Hamilton
DGPLWYV EHIRUH %XUU WKDW KH 3ZDQWHG ZKDW >KH
WR PDNH VDFUL¢{FHV WR DFKLHYH KLV JRDO ZKLFK |
VRPHWKLQJ WKDWTTV JRQQD RXWOLYH PH =~ 6XFK HWK
not only undermine Hamilton’s legacy, but also cast doubt on whether this
S KHUR® UHDOO\ TXDOL¢{HV DV DQ $PHULFDQ $GDP

, W LV DOVR GLVFXOW W RpGriWw thurednQeigt i E KHWKHU WK
WU X O\ U HArHiFow BrGhé.@pe hand, the show is essentially a love
letter to America, and the American constitutional narratives are deeply
embedded in it, including “out of many, one” as discussed in the context
of language, landscapes, values, and heroes. On the other hand, it is worth
noting that the show’s events take place during the newfound nation’s
formative years, a time of great strife and division as America toiled to
GH¢QH LWV FRUH YDOXHVY DQG IRUJH D XQLWHG QDW
the national discourse are not only relevant to the show’s characters, but
also to its modern American viewers. One such question is \whidcbus
can be part of the Americamum so to speak. In addition to slaves, and
by extension people of color, the show also relates to the exclusion of
women from the American ethos. Angelica Schuyler — Hamilton’s sister-
LQ ODZ £+ DUWLFXODWHYV LW ZHOO LQ WKH VRQJ 37KF
these truths to be self-evident that all men are created equal’, and when |
PHHW 7KRPDV -HUHUVRQ ,YP DY FRPSHO KLP WR LQFC
(Work!)”

:KLWPDQYY FULWHULD DVLGH WKHVH FRPSOH[LWL
values constitutdHamilton as an important piece of modern American
literature. As such, | believe that Schuyler’s grievance with the Declaration
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Adam’ — a term coined by R.W.B. Lewis in reference to a recurring
DUFKHW\SDO KHUR LQ $PHULFDQ OLWHUDWXUH [}
VRQJ 33$OH[DQGHU +DPLOWRQ" SUHVHQWYV KLP DV
protagonist: He is “a bastard, orphan, son of a whore,” but does not let his
past determine his future. As a teenager, Hamilton writes his way out of
poverty by publishing a letter about a hurricane that ravages the Caribbean
island of St. Croix (Hamilton, 1772). The essay is so well-written that
it spurs the locals to pool money for his scholarship, setting him on the
path to success. Following a plan of upward social mobility, he also takes
charge of his destiny by marrying into wealth and ingratiating himself with
powerful patrons, becoming eventually the right-hand man of none other
than George Washington. The keys to his success are hard work (“working
a lot harder”), competence (“being a lot smarter”), and ingenuity (“being
D VHOI VWDUWHU" $SSO\LQJ WKHVH TXDOLWLHV K
D KHUR DQG D VFKRODU"~ DQ $PHULFDQ $GDP IX0¢(
Yet, some do not perceive Alexander Hamilton as an American Adam.
The historical discourse suggests that not only did he overlook slavery
whenever it suited him (Scherr, 2021), but he also distrusted democracy
and the masses’ self-governance ability. In the Constitutional Convention
of 1787, he called for an elective-yet-lifelong American monarchy, as well
as a non-titled aristocracy (Madison, 2014). Another such indication can
EH IRXQG LQ KLV ¢QDO OHWWHU ZULWWHQ RQO\ |
Aaron Burr - fellow founding father and Hamilton’s killer — in which he
ZULWHV 3>«@ RXU UHDO 'LVHDVH ZKLFK LV '"HPRF
by a subdivision will only be the more concentered in each part, and
consequently the more virulent” (Adams, 1905). Clearly, these are not the
musings of a typical American Adam.
The show also casts doubt on Hamilton’s role as an American Adam.
JRU LQVWDQFH LW LV LPSOLHG WKDW +DPLOWRQ U
VI\VWHP LQ D YHU\ pXQ $PHULFDQY ZD\ ,Q WKH VR
Happens”, Aaron Burr accuses Hamilton of making shady deals behind
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In terms of languagéd;iamilton is unequivocally American. In fact,
perhaps the main reason for the show’s meteoric success lies in its use of
a musical style indigenous to America: hip-hop. Likamilton hip-hop
links America’s past and present. Pairing complex rhyme schemes with
contemporary English, hip-hop reinvents the British poem as an American
art form on its own merit. African Americans and Latino Americans
developed it in New York City, which is also the show’s principal setting.
One could even draw parallels between Alexander Hamilton’s life story
and the narratives of New York’s hip-hop titans, whose rhymes are woven
throughout the show. One such example is Christopher George Latore,
better known by his stage names Biggie Smalls, the Notorious B.1.G.,
or simply Biggie. Like Hamilton, he came from humble beginnings,
grew up without a father, demonstrated exceptional academic prowess —
HVSHFLDOO\ LQ (QJOLVK DQG DVFHQGHG WR WKH SL
words. Tragically, the comparison doesn't stop there, as both Hamilton
DQG %LJJLHYV SURIRXQG LPSDFW DQG LQAXHQWLDO
untimely demise by gunshot.

Like its languageHamilton's setting and ideals are American through
and through. Other than Alexander Hamilton himself, his eponymous
PXVLFDO IHDWXUHV VRPH RI $PHULFDYV JUHDWHVW
*HRUJH :DVKLQJWRQ 7KRPDV -HUHUVRQ DQG -DPHV |
IHZ OXFK RI WKH VKRZ WDNHV SODFH LQ 1HZ <RUN &l
upon a hill’ in the song “The Schuyler Sisters”: “History is happening in
Manhattan, and we just happen to be in the greatest city in the world!” It is
D PHULWRFUDF\ ZKHUH KDUG ZRUNLQJ $PHULFDQV W
31 times) exchange ideas and bring forth the winds of change, revolution,
and freedom. The narrative of America as an immigrant haven is further
reinforced by a cast (and creator) comprised of the sons and daughters of
immigrants.

Ample evidence suggests that the show portrays the character of
$OH[DQGHU +DPLOWRQ DV D TXLQWHVVHQWLDOO\ $PtI
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Lin-Manuel Miranda’s Hamilton: An American Musicails a cultural

phenomenon that has captivated audiences since its debut in 2015. It

is a modern retelling of the story of Alexander Hamilton — a founding
IDWKHU SUROL¢F VWDWHVPDQ DQG FKLHI DUFKL)
system. The show revolves around the events leading to and following

the American Declaration of Independence and, as such, includes many
GH¢:;QLQJ $PHULFDQ QDUUDWLYHVY 7KH FHOHEUDWH
believed that American literature should serve as a unifying device by
UHAHFWLQJ WKH HVVHQFH RI $PHULFD DQG LWV Y
values, and heroes. In my essay, | will explore whekfemilton: An

American Musicalmeets Whitman’s criteria of American literature by

reviewing each of his criteria: American language, landscapes, values,

a quintessentially American protagonist, and the concept of “e pluribus

unum” (“out of many, one”). | will conclude with a personal opinion on
constitutional texts.
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