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A MANIFESTO ENDORSED BY JEWISH AND ARAB EDUCATORS IN ISRAEL

I — WORLDVIEW AND PEDAGOGICAL OUTLOOK

The Network for the Advancement of Humanistic Education in Israel is committed to a humanist
culture that is founded on universal intellectual and moral values, to the ideals of an open society and
pluralist culture, and to the development of the state of [srael, in the spirit of its Declaration of [ndependence,
in accordance with to the principles of social justice and equal civil rights. The humanist agenda is based
on four regulative principles:

1.

Humanist morality that promotes the development, welfare, and dignity of human beings as the ultimate
end of all human thought and action — beyond religious, ideological, national or economic ends and
values. The humanist morality is by its nature universal and cosmopolitan; it is committed to the
fundamental values of equality, liberty, and dignity; and seeks to educate people towards autonomous
and well-rounded self-realization as well as towards caring, fair and peaceful relations.

. Cultural richness that is founded on the canonical culture as well as on the Jewish, Arab, and Druz

cultural traditions, and that promotes a mutually-enriching collaborative effort that would yield a
diverse and vital cultural life.

. Intellectual life that is based on critical reason and the scientific spirit and that is marked by open

mindedness, free and critical inquiry, rational, autonomous and creative thinking.

. Democratic society in which all citizens enjoy equal civil rights and form together — in manners that

are pluralist, tolerant, informed, and fair — the norms and features of their shared society.

I1 — AIMS, APPROACHES, AND METHODS

. Caring responsibility for the well-being and proper development of students as well as for establishing

a just, enlightened and humane democracy. The humanistic educational endeavor seeks to empower
and guide students to actualize their potentialities, to acquire Imowledge and skills for leading a decent
and successful life, to develop worthy moral and civic dispositions, and to become life-long learners:
critical, sensitive, and socially responsible.

. General and multi-faceted cultivation of the personality of students, in a climate of intellectual freedom

and mutual respect, that would lead them to the best life of which they are capable in three fundamental
domains of life: as individuals who harmoniously and authentically realize their potential, as involved
and responsible citizens in a democracy, and as cultural beings who enrich and perfect themselves
through active engagement with the collective achievements of human civilization.

. Humanist multiculturalism that promotes the study of the various cultural heritages on the basis of

shared humanist values of life, equality, liberty, truthfulness, social justice, solidarity, and peace.

. Pedagogical practice that aims at the realization of four complementary ideals:

* Quality of culture as the ideal of extending, refining, and deepening students modes of experience
by guiding their encounters with the achievements of human civilization as well as cultivating their
inner motivation and commitment to the highest standards in all areas of life.

« Autonomous and critical thinking as the ideal that would help people to form their opinions ina

rational, critical, and independent manner, so that they are masters of their thoughts and actions and

not herd-like prisoners of external authority, social conventions, prejudice, superstition, and fashion.

[t further involves the intellectual ability to thoroughly and unbiasedly examine the quality, vahie and

validity of opinions beyond initial impression and in light of relevant criteria and evidence.

Authentic personality as the ideal of leading one s life with special attention, respect and loyalty to

one s human existence and unique nature, as well as of developing one s life-plan and spiritual

content through self-nourishment and self-motivation — not being inertial, self-alienated, conventional,
fake, or robot-like.

Social and political involvement as the ideal of responsible citizens who take upon

themselves to fight moral wrongs, to decrease social and economic gaps, and to cultivate caring,

tolerant, and peaceful coexistence among diverse communities.

-
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. Educational pluralism that is manifested in the autonomy of each school to implement the ideals and

methods of humanistic education in light of its preferences, the unique characteristics of the community,
and the special needs of its students.

. Physical environment (of the school, the classrooms, and open spaces) that serves as a friendly space

for activities of teachers and students, ensuring individual safety, and creates a pleasant atmosphere that
is conducive to interpersonal learning and social encounters.

. Pedagogical atmosphere of care, trust, support, respect, fairness, tolerance, free inquiry, responsibility,

personal commitment, and reciprocity — without which even the best theory of humanistic education
would fail to become a living reality.

. Teaching methods that would transform the "tree of knowledge” into the "tree of life”: creating fully-

developed human beings whose culture is manifested not only in their broad leaming but in their wise
use and application of knowledge. Such teaching-learming methods are integrative — connecting various
disciplines, moral evaluations, and cultural contexts, and communicative — appealing to students at the
level of their own lived experience.

The Network for the Advancement of Humanistic Education in Israel,
P.O.Box 39415, Tel-Aviv, Israel email: nimrod@macam?98.ac.il



