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for children and for elders, and more, all of which are real and generative of
meaning. Rather we have in view why genuinely thinking about the everyday
experience of life can give rise to a sense of gratitude that can, in turn, become a
ground for endless varieties of solidarity and expressivity. Thinking as thanking:
This formulation is Martin Heidegger’s (1954/1968), but its origins reach back at
least as far as the early Italian humanists (Grassi, 1983). Stephen Mulhall (2007)
glosses the idea as follows: “Thinking is an expression of the desire to give thanks,
hence an expression of gratitude. But for what?

Above all, perhaps, for the capacity to think; but surely also for the continued
existence of a world capable of eliciting our desire to think—a world in which we
can take that kind of interest, one which repays that interest, hence a world of
things to appreciate or appraise” (p. 99). Cosmopolitanism is an orientation in
which thinking as thanking can be at home, and in which education features not
solely preparation for the future but the arts of hoping, remembering, and dialoguing
in the here and now—the only moment, after all, in which people can experience,
come to know, and value one another and their cosmos.
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them as incomplete without one another and we see their unity as expressive of a
cosmopolitan outlook.

These arts can assist people in the increasingly necessary and ambiguous process
of leaving and remaining at home—of leaving behind hardened walls all of which
will sooner or later collapse under the world’s pressure, and of building a supple
sense of home that can allow for fulfillment, security, and flourishing. This home
can be geographically, spiritually, or culturally rooted. It implies neither a fixed
spot on the globe nor a rootless existence (i.e., the complete disappearance of a
sense of home). It is not dependent upon a prespecified material condition; the
examples are countless in which the poorest of the poor have been more hospitable
than the richest of the rich. However, issues of justice loom large here in creating
a fairer, more even playing field for all. Conditions do not yet exist in which all
people can, in a meaningful way, be welcomed and welcoming, in which they can
perceive that “the guardianship of others’ ability to value becomes a check on
how one holds one’s own” (Green, 1999, p. 116).

Political, moral, cultural, and economic cosmopolitanism (Kleingeld & Brown,
2006) have emerged, in part, in response to these all-too-familiar facts. As numerous
scholars have shown, it is important to generate global structures and mechanisms
for supporting pacific, just modes of human relation.?

While such organized, formal political work proceeds, everyday life goes on.
In this article, we have tried to show that there are cosmopolitanminded, bottom-
up educational responses to the difficulties and opportunities in the present human
condition. These responses are not solutions per se, because there is no end that
we can foresee to the predicaments of trying to dwell humanely in the kind of
cosmos in which we find ourselves.

But hope, memory, and dialogue are substantive arts that can be cultivated
through education and which, when exercised in concert with other persons, can
give people strength to hold their doors open, to let what Gandhi called free air
circulate, and yet not to lose their center of gravity and be blown into the ether.

We close with one final gaze at the human tableau which shows us the
remarkable capacities of creativity, of valuing, and of home making in a universe
that can often feel lifeless, valueless, and homeless. We have in mind not just the
world’s time-honored, much-beloved traditions in art, in spiritual life, in caring

8. See, for example, Benhabib (2006), Carter (2001), Habermas (1998), and Scarry (1998).
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and emerges from the ground up. It does not await a formal program or policy to
constitute it, even though such initiatives can provide invaluable support and
focus...

CONCLUSION: VALUES AND VALUING IN COSMOPOLITAN PERSPECTIVE

Cosmopolitanism generates a backdrop against which to ponder human values
and the ways in which people express them. It opens a door to considering the
power in values, the ways in which values give people meaning, direction, and
purpose. In that recognition people can come to perceive, perhaps for the first
time, the concrete consequences of their ways of enacting values. This recognition
generates a paradox. On the one hand, people can come to grips with the fact that
it is not only possible but perhaps necessary in a crowded world such as ours to
give up the hold that culture and values may have on them. On the other hand, this
posture does not mean giving up their hold on culture and values. Rather, it creates
a dynamic platform for reconstructing creatively culture and values such that they
can survive and endure while also contributing humanely to a cosmos in which
every person’s actions, and every community’s actions, increasingly affect others
both near and far.

Hope, memory, and dialogue become cosmopolitan arts as they shine a light
on the shared, remarkable fact of human valuing the world over: the fact that
humans can do more than exist, or subsist, but can esteem, prize, appreciate, and
love. Hope, memory, and dialogue are arts through which human beings can retain
in a critical rather than dogmatic (and often violent) spirit their sense of purpose
and place in the cosmos. These arts help people imagine broader horizons of time
and space, in which past, present, and future are held together in dynamic tension.
People can engage the past through memory and remembrance. They can engage
the future through hope. And they can engage the present through dialogue.

Thus hope, memory, and dialogue are not values per se, but rather are ways of
working with, holding, and valuing things that matter. They are at one and the
same time what the ancient Stoics called techniques or practices of self and
community: They are modes of self-criticism and of interpersonal engagement.’
They are enactments of a living, dynamic orientation toward life. We envision

7. For discussion, see De Marzio (2007), Foucault (2005), Hadot (1995), and Nehamas (1998).
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teacher’s main educational task, according to Dewey (1985), is “to discover objects
and modes of action which are connected with [students’] present powers. The
function of this material in engaging activity and carrying it on consistently and
continuously is its interest” (p. 133). Powers are present in human beings and the
work of education is, in part, to give them expression through objects and modes
of action. This move implies an expansion of present powers. Put another way,
less realized powers expand into fuller, future powers. A person’s ability and
disposition to communicate can enlarge through educational experience. Thus
the process implies the realization of human potential through a concrete
engagement with the world in which the latter takes the form, in educational
settings, of what is called curriculum.

If we carry Dewey’s notion of the growing self into the context of dialogue,
what there is to “discover,” as he puts it, are not “objects” per se but other people,
and not modes of “action” per se but rather modes of interaction. In dialogue from
a cosmopolitan perspective, it is not merely recognizing the other that counts, but
also recognizing that the other is a growing being: a being with potential, with
powers to express and expand as he or she moves in the world. The “dialogical
self,” if we can pose the matter this way, is the self “interested” in those creative
modes of interaction between people wherein lesser, present powers can expand
into larger, future powers. In turn, this process makes it possible for people to
share broader meanings as well as to value the very process itself. In dialogue,
people can become interested not solely in what they and others have been, which
would encompass what they value, but also in what they can become, which would
encompass new ways of holding and expressing value.

These dynamic solidarities can leave a mark. They can spring up anywhere
across the educational system as well as in countless situations and contexts of
living.® They are strengthened whenever people recognize, if not in so many words,
the value of valuing and the value of reflecting on value. They may seem modest
when confronted with dramatic questions of global justice. But they help constitute
the soil that is essential for the growth of peaceful, interactive human exchange.
The arts of dialogue fuse with the arts of hoping and memory to constitute a
cosmopolitan orientation in the world. This orientation can take countless forms

6. The emerging field-based literature on cosmopolitanism documents this oftenspontaneous process
(for discussion, see Hansen, 2008b).
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richer light. Differences can help people learn from life, to grow from life
experience, indeed to relish life that much more. This claim mirrors the principle
that there can be no genuine education without friction, without resistance, without
something to push against. There can be no genuine education without a disruption
of the learner’s expectations, not at every moment to be sure, but at many turning
points and forks in the road toward understanding.

Like hope and memory, dialogue in cosmopolitan perspective constitutes not
so much a value in its own right as a mode of valuing and thinking about values.
It is an art that helps people respond to different ideals, points of view, beliefs,
and the like. It is an art like the art of living: a way of dwelling in a world that can
be overwhelming in its sheer diversity. This art can be cultivated through education.’
With guidance and sustained practice, people can experience and appreciate what
it means to be a being who values and what it means to recognize others as beings
who value. This posture fuels respect for others as beings who often value things
I do not and who may question values I hold unreflectively. In dialogue I can
learn from the valuing beings around me, and this opens the door to my valuing
them, to treating them as valuable rather than as mere instruments of my will and
desire. This posture does not mean I must resonate with other people’s values. I
can and should express disagreement and concern if they trouble me. But this
stance differs from regarding others as nonhuman because they hold different
values. From a cosmopolitan point of view, the diversity of values constitutes a
defining and redeeming mark of humanity.

As with the arts of hoping and of memory, we envision a normative dimension
to dialogue in cosmopolitan perspective. We can characterize this dimension by
drawing upon Dewey’s conception of a growing self in a world of constant change.
At the core of Dewey’s idea are what he calls present and future “powers,” by
which he means powers of communicating, interacting, constructing, forming,
responding, and in general being active in the world. He weds his notion of powers
with what he calls “interest,” a term that denotes movement and process between
the inception of an activity and its completion (thus interest differs from “interests”
in the plural, which denote specific desires, concerns, wants, and the like). The

5. There is a long line of inquiry, beginning at least as early as Socrates’s undertakings in Plato’s
Dialogues, concerning the place and nature of dialogue in educational settings. See, for example,
Bakhtin (1981), Buber (2000), Dewey (1985), Freire (2000), Haroutunian-Gordon (1991), Makiguchi
(1989), Plato (1997), and Zhuangzi (1996).
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retaining continuity with the old. From a cosmopolitan perspective, the arts of
memory support the arts of hoping, as both capacities help people sustain the
quest for meaning in a changing world.

Dialogue

Like hope and memory, dialogue is a familiar concept as well as human
undertaking. It has been the subject of extensive philosophical and field- based
inquiry, and its roots reach back to “dialogic” figures such as Socrates and
Confucius (we return to Socrates later in the article). From a cosmopolitan
perspective, the work of hoping and of memory finds expression through
communication, of which dialogue as both capacity and reality is a truly remarkable
incarnation. Dialogue constitutes a mode of valuing. On the one hand, it is a
dynamic art for embodying the value of valuing, of caring for things that matter,
of keeping them in view. On the other hand, this art embodies the value of reflecting
on value, as it enables people simultaneously to stand back from and right next to
the values that direct their lives. Dialogue positions people to occupy efficaciously
what we have characterized as the space between the new and the old, the strange
and the familiar.

In today’s world, this space often features conflicting and seemingly
irreconcilable values. And yet, this condition is as old as culture itself, and as old
as the very question of what it means to be human. After all, it is not necessary to
encounter a foreign culture to discover clashing values. A serious examination of
one’s own desires, yearnings, intentions, motives, and the like will almost always
generate conflicting goods. This fact mirrors a central premise of cosmopolitanism,
namely that the differences within a human being are often as great as the
differences between any two persons, and that the differences within a given culture
are often as great as the differences between any two cultures (cf. Montaigne,
1595/1991, pp. 380, 887, 1207, 1220). From a cosmopolitan perspective, dialogue
is not merely an instrument or means to a more pacific approach to the conflict of
values, although it certainly can support that aim. Dialogue is not a “solution”
that dissolves differences. Cosmopolitan dialogue is triggered by the very fact of
differences within and between people, and such dialogue would disappear if
those differences disappeared. Differences and the conflicts they generate are not
ipso facto destructive. On the contrary, they can be infinitely precious and
productive in terms of helping people see themselves and others in a clearer and
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to necessitate the work of memory. People must work to “be themselves,” or,
perhaps better given the jumbled-together aspect of the world today, to “become
themselves.” They must work to retain beloved traditions in a dynamic rather
than cultish manner if those very traditions are not to be swallowed up in the tide
of globalization. People can take inspiration from the many individuals and
communities across history who have learned to dwell in this responsive manner.

The work of memory, of remembering and of letting go, can be unsettling,
unnerving, and anxiety provoking because it may appear to cast doubt upon
fundamental values. The awareness of different modes of valuing can throw a
person off her or his stride precisely because it can bring such unreflective motion
to an abrupt halt. However, the work of memory and of hoping can proceed hand
in hand and thereby lessen though not eliminate the tensions and difficulties
involved. Hope shines a light on the fullness of the present, helping people discern
what conventional ways of seeing may have kept out of sight. Memory illuminates
continuity with the past, a past from which all human life and projects have
emerged. A cosmopolitan perspective highlights the interplay between what Jason
Hill (2000, p. 5) calls “unlearning” the past—by which he means, in part, becoming
mindful of its singularity and its interpretability—and reconstructing the past—
by which we mean coming to perceive its values in the moment of realizing that
other people heed different values as well as practice different modes of valuing.
This admittedly challenging process will often necessitate education because
established custom and habit may not be strong enough to sustain it.

The past can be as blinding as the future. It can hold persons in its spell as
much as can utopian ideas about what is to come. The past can also appear to be
fractured and indeed sundered from the present. The terrible wars and associated
events of the past one hundred years, the accelerated pace of globalized economic
and environmental change, the eruption of fundamentalist political, religious, and
other interests which betray in their shrill intensity their awareness (however
unspoken) of alternatives, can give rise to a sense that humanity is entering an
end-of-culture, end-of-tradition era. However, even as brave-new-world scenarios
proliferate, the work of memory can continue apace. As the historical record
abundantly demonstrates, cultures, traditions, and individual human beings have
time and again evinced an astonishing plasticity and dynamism. Rather than being
as fragile as eggshells, subject to shattering at the first contact, many cultures and
traditions have shown a robust, transactive capacity to absorb the new while

2
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hardened point of view those terms suggest—and adopting a critical receptivity
to it. “The historical past, like the natural order,” Todorov argues, “has no intrinsic
meaning, and by itself produces no values at all. Meaning and value only come
from human subjects questioning and judging the past” (p. 176). From a
cosmopolitan viewpoint, to be mindful of how one questions and judges the past—
or, in a word, to become aware of how (or indeed whether) one values it—is to
position oneself to discern and appreciate the ways in which other people question,
judge, and value their pasts. To grasp the interplay between remembrance and
forgetting, and between magnifying and muting the voice of the past, enables
people to avoid falling into what Todorov calls “the trap of the duty of memory”
and instead to devote themselves to “the work of memory” (p. 175).

This “work,” like the work of hoping, denotes a capacity that humans
everywhere share. It entails reflection and communication about the values the
past makes available to the present. It involves a reflective gesture of standing
back from these values, though such a move does not mean standing apart from
them. As touched upon previously, to abandon one’s innocence about the world—
that it just is what it is—is not to let go of the world. On the contrary, such a move
allows people to more fully enter life rather than merely regarding it, spectator-
like, as a set piece playing itself out without their involvement. The critical work
of remembering and forgetting positions people to weigh values and ways of
valuing. It holds their inheritances up to the light even as other people engage in
the same process. It allows them to imagine and to cultivate ways of retaining
what matters as they respond, adapt, and change in the face of an always
transforming world.

Like hoping, the work of memory is a capacity that has become increasingly
valuable in our time.* As the contemporary cultural landscape reveals, persons
and communities the world over sometimes appear to want to freeze time and to
approach both past and present through a bunkered lens. Such a posture may
seem to provide security and strength. But current events demonstrate the illusions
of a hermetic posture. As emphasized previously, the very walls a person or group
may seek to build around themselves and the very tenacity with which they may
cling to an image of the past are saturated all the way down with reactions to the
world’s influence. Today the survival of personal and community integrity seems

4. For an analysis of the pedagogical uses of remembrance, see Simon, Rosenberg, & Eppert (2000).
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Hope does not discount failure, loss, and suffering, which are aspects of all human
life. However, our point is that hoping is not a fixed or static aspiration for a value
like world peace or the harmony of humanity. Hope is a mode of valuing the
present and it positions one to reflect upon value. It directs one’s gaze toward the
futurein- the-present, the present-that-will-be-the-future. World peace may seem
unimaginable and a hopeless reverie. But its meaning, its possibilities, can be
enacted at any time. The art of hoping is to learn to embrace possibility itself—a
possibility that saturates the present—rather than to stake one’s all on a specific
end or aim, as necessary as that focus will often be in particular circumstances.

Through the lens of hope, the idea of progress transforms from completing
this or that specific step to an orientation in which people can grow toward a
greater awareness of the moment. It is progress in perception not merely progress
in the production of plans, programs, and projects. Such products are often used
up like commercial items, with their remains discarded, or are simply abandoned.
Perception can not only endure across various undertakings, but also can become
deeper and more expansive.

Hoping denotes a capacity to illuminate present life and therefore to appreciate
and build upon it.

Memory

From a cosmopolitan perspective, the rhythm of leaving and remaining at home
mirrors the dynamics of remembering and forgetting—of heeding the voice of the
past and at other times letting it recede. People must be able to mute the voice of
their past if they are truly to hear others whose traditions and inheritances differ.
But they must guard the register, the trajectory, the narrative of their past if they
aspire to retain a distinctive individual or cultural voice. Thus the work of memory,
always so integral to the ongoing integrity of a person or community, takes on an
externally responsive aspect in a world of increasing intermingling and mutual
awareness.

The question becomes not solely “How shall I relate to my past?” but rather
“How shall I relate to my past in the face of other people with different pasts,
different images of present and future, different ways of moving in the world?”

Tzvetan Todorov (2003, p. 159) reminds us that learning from the past differs
from commemorating it. In stronger terms, his wide-ranging analyses help us
distinguish between making a fetish or cult of the past—with the backward-looking,
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be uneven and inconsistent given the ongoing pressures an aleatory universe such
as ours exerts on the mortal, vulnerable, often frail beings that humans are. In the
next section we elucidate each of these three arts.

COSMOPOLITAN ARTS: MODES OF VALUING IN A WORLD
WHERE PEOPLE CANNOT (AND SHOULD NOT HAVE TO) HIDE

Hope

In the previous section we highlighted valuing as partially constitutive of what it
means to be human. We emphasized the value of valuing and the value of reflecting
on value. These values are not easy to hold and enact. They necessitate reflective
distance from the familiar and known. As such they can create tensions, confusion,
predicaments, even the specter of nihilism if they are not guided with care, concern,
and a certain kind of inner discipline whether on the part of an individual or
community.

The art of hoping helps provide this guidance. Hoping is a turning toward the
future within the present. It is neither utopian nor optimistic (nor pessimistic, for
that matter). Rather the art of hoping fuses finegrained attention to present concerns
with a steady awareness that the future will bring change, surprise, the unexpected
and the uncanny, as well as endless possibility. The future in fact dwells in the
here and now. It is always already happening. John Dewey (1989) remarked about
this quality: “To the being fully alive, the future is not ominous but a promise; it
surrounds the present as a halo. It consists of possibilities that are felt as a possession
of what is now and here” (p. 24).

There is no avoiding the future. All living beings tumble into it at every second
of life. However, human beings have the time-honored capacity to engage the
future as it appears, to approach it as a promise rather than as an accident or
threat. Put another way, the future is not “in the future” but is in front of people’s
very eyes if they have the awareness to perceive it.

Hope is a name for this awareness, for a way of seeing that provides what we
called guidance. It is an art for dwelling substantially or “fully,” as Dewey puts it,
in the present. Hoping is a profoundly organic, lived mode of being, and as such
contrasts with the unmoored, the dreamy, and the merely introspective. Unlike
wishing, desiring, or fantasy, hoping is rooted in present interaction with others
and the world. Wishes often do not come true; people are often disappointed.
Hope as a guide to perception is never disappointed and never disappointing.
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some forms of globalization. But it does imply tensions and risks, a fact that
raises educational questions we attend to below.

Home may denote a place with long-standing traditions and cultural roots. It
can just as easily denote a space not determined geographically but rather
ideationally, spiritually, and imaginatively. A person may feel more at home in an
arena of the arts, or of religion, or of a profession or calling, than she or he does in
a specific neighborhood. Both modes of home can overlap; consider the science
teacher who feels at home in both the world of science and in his or her school
and surrounding community. Either home can be intensely social, interactive,
spontaneous, and fulfilling, even if also accompanied by an unsettled aspect given
the unceasing tide of events, changes, voices, implied questions, and more that
pours over the threshold of any home, anywhere today, in any place, in any space.
Cosmopolitanism constitutes a long-standing response to what we characterized
above as the facts of permeability and porosity, the facts of cultural and individual
mixture and intermingling that are impossible to prevent today, just as they were
thousands of years ago when, for the first time, two different tribes became aware
of one another and instantaneously became more and other than what they were
in their pristine isolation. Cosmopolitanism reflects the attempt to accept this
human condition, to take advantage of its offerings. The latter are real, as attested,
for example, by artful ways of life the world over from which people far and wide
have learned. Cosmopolitanism urges people not to flee from the challenges in
this human condition, which are equally real as seen, for example, in the difficulties
that so often accompany engaging new and hitherto unknown people with their
particular values and modes of valuing.

Hope, memory, and dialogue are familiar terms with rich histories behind them.
Their roots reach back to the very emergence of human culture. We envision them
as arts, or artful methods, for enacting a cosmopolitan outlook, for moving in the
space between the near and the far, between the tree and the forest, between the
grain of sand and the beach.

By “art” or “artful method” we mean a way of living, a way of dwelling, a
way of working in the world, a way of orienting oneself. The way can be
methodical, that is, reflective and deliberate, but this process does not mean
mechanistic, formulaic, or algorhythmic. Each art embodies dispositions, habits,
and states of mind and heart which can be cultivated continuously through
education in both formal and informal circumstances. This process will inevitably
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which others must also see them. Cosmopolitanism presumes the permanence of
change even if the alterations in custom, outlook, and belief may be modest and
hard to detect. Put a different way, every act of resistance to change creates change:
in the very form of resistance resides the imprint of external influence. Thus to
presume as cosmopolitanism does that permeability and porosity are the rule rather
than the exception in human affairs is not to adopt a liberal individualist or aesthete’s
view that this condition is “good” and that people ought to revel in it. It is not to
celebrate the privileged, consumerist nomad sampling the world’s smorgasbord
of arts, cuisines, and other customs. The cosmopolitan premise that individual
and cultural purity is impossible suggests, instead, that influence from without is
unceasing and that, given an increasingly crowded world, people would be well
served to respond to it thoughtfully—as contrasted with reacting to it passively or
violently—if they wish to retain individual and cultural integrity.

Put another way, the process of change and loss entailed in leaving behind an
edenic image of home can also lead to an ongoing gain. Through the distance it
creates from the given, people can better discern, appreciate, and realize in actual
conduct the distinctiveness and values of home in an always-changing world. In
the recognition of the values of home, rather than solely the values of this particular
home, a person immediately sees that there are many ways of being at home in
the world, and many ways of always leaving home, too. The sense of home need
not be absolute and unchanging in order to remain meaningful.

Roots thus become looser and stronger, in a paradoxical sense that Mohandas
Gandhi captures in his response to the cosmopolitan poet, novelist, and educator
Rabindranath Tagore. “I hope I am as great a believer in free air as the great poet,”
writes Gandhi. “I do not want my house to be walled in on all sides and my
windows to be stuffed. I want the cultures of all lands to be blown about my land
as freely as possible. But I refuse to be blown off my feet by any” (quoted in
Mehta, 2000, p. 630).

Gandhi captures the cosmopolitan insight that home need not be closed in, that
the local need not be parochial. At the same time, he illuminates why
cosmopolitanism does not imply rootlessness, homogeneity, or the abandonment
of distinctive ways of living. On the contrary, the very notion of the cosmopolitan
would instantly vanish in a world rendered homogeneous in custom, outlook,
belief, and value. Cosmopolitanism arrives on “free air,” as Gandhi remarks, but
it is not a hurricane. It differs from the assault on distinctiveness represented in
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presumes the value of trying, of reaching out, of endeavoring, of persisting, of
striving—verbs that one and all concretize valuing. Cosmopolitanism constitutes
an expansive point of view. It fuels an interest in all things human. Thus it questions
a priori designations of some values, and the ways of life to which they lead, as
human, and of other values and ways of life as nonhuman.

Cosmopolitanism does not endorse all values and their concrete expression.
Precisely here is where reflecting on values and modes of valuing becomes vital.
Cosmopolitanism provides a critical platform for such reflection. It does so by
calling attention to the value of valuing and of reflecting on value. When a person
grasps the very idea of “valuing,” he or she immediately and spontaneously enters
a ground for solidarity: namely, an awareness that we humans are not things,
objects, or ciphers, but rather are beings endowed with the capacity to value.
Human beings embody the capacity to prize, to esteem, to cherish, and to love.
They harbor the capacity to aspire, to desire, and to live rather than merely to
exist. People may differ in their values, but they share a profound capacity to
value in the first place, a capacity all the more astonishing for its being taken so
utterly for granted. This recognition, if nurtured through education and supported
through sociopolitical arrangements, can illuminate for people the value of
reflecting on value. People can come to see differences in modes of valuing and
their consequences. They can distinguish between being hardened and defensive,
or supple and generous; between being willful and violent, or deliberate and
peaceful; between being reckless and heedless, or cautious and mindful.

Cosmopolitanism gives rise to at least three arts for considering the values,
and the modes of valuing, that guide human lives in their collectivity and
individuality. These arts are hope, memory, and dialogue. As we understand them
(see below), each art originates at the moment cosmopolitanism does: namely, in
the recognition that people can dwell in the space between the particular and the
general, the unique and the universal, the old and the new. Cosmopolitanism is a
name for the ever-shifting, evervibrant space in which persons fuse reflective
openness to the new with reflective loyalty to the known. Cast in other terms, it is
a name for a dynamic way of leaving and remaining at home.

On the one hand, a cosmopolitan outlook implies leaving home in the closed,
walled-in sense of the term. This process entails an ongoing loss of innocence and
comfort (cf. Tuan, 1996), in the sense of dissolving the mystique of the given, of
the sense that “the way things are” is the way they must be—or is the way in
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cherish peace, spirituality, justice, and beauty. The diversity of human values is
unfathomable and ever changing. This condition has existed since the very
beginnings of human culture and it will apparently remain so for as long as human
beings survive. It is impossible to create complete homogeneity in values and
ways of valuing the world over. Human creativity and responsiveness to life cannot
be harnessed so completely. It is equally impossible to be human without valuing
something.

A consistent relativist cannot help but value relativism. A suicidal person
necessarily values her or his agency in the very act of contemplating doing away
with it (cf. Korsgaard, 1996, pp. 120-121). Values and valuing accompany humanity
like the very air it breathes.

Education embodies and expresses values. Some of these values are purposive,
others are functional. On the functional side, education represents the values of
socialization, of coming into traditions and cultural inheritances, of carrying
forward the gestalt of a given community. From this perspective, education
functions as a vehicle of social continuity.

Under conditions of contemporary globalization, education also sometimes
appears to function as a training ground or instrument for preparing human beings
to produce and to consume in a globalized economic order.

In contrast, from a purposive point of view education expresses the values of
learning, of growing, and of developing one’s humanity as fully as possible. It
embodies the idea of realizing as richly as circumstances allow one’s aesthetic,
moral, and intellectual capacity. In this outlook education as purposive is not
reducible to preset social, economic, or political functions. Instead, education
aims at the values of becoming open rather than closed minded, deeper rather
than shallower in understanding and appreciation, and more rather than less
knowledgeable. Education constitutes more than a means—more than a function—
but features ends or purposes in its own right.

Two background values about values underlie a cosmopolitan outlook: the
value of valuing and the value of reflecting on value. As mentioned it is impossible
to be human without valuing. However, it is possible to accept a way of life with
diminished values, with a narrowed sense of valuing self, other, and world. Our
interest in cosmopolitanism derives, in part, from its time-honored respect and
appreciation for human creativity at the level of social reform, of culture, of art,
and of individual lives. All genuine creativity presupposes the value of valuing. It
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people. Thus we seek to elucidate how a cosmopolitan perspective casts helpful,
critical light not just on the values people hold but on their ways or modes of
valuing. The philosopher Alain Locke (1944/1989) characterizes these ways as
“value attitudes” to contrast them with the formal substance of values themselves.
He builds upon Josiah Royce’s (1908/1995) concept of being “loyal to loyalty,”
rather than solely toward particular objects of loyalty, as a ground for human
connectedness.’

Locke’s and Royce’s concepts can be understood as heuristics for capturing
what Dewey (1989) argued is one of the chief aims of education:

No one can think about everything, [and] no one can think about
anything without experience and information about it. Nevertheless,
there is such a thing as readiness to consider in a thoughtful way the
subjects that do come within the range of experience—a readiness
that contrasts strongly with the disposition to pass judgment on the
basis of mere custom, tradition, prejudice, etc., and thus shun the
task of thinking. (p. 139)

What Dewey describes as “readiness’ constitutes the capacity to stand back though
not apart from the values at play in human interaction. This distance implies not
rupture but transition, like the shifting of gears in an automobile which allows for
varying speed while never halting movement.

The capacity to stand back often emerges spontaneously in the school and
classroom although it may not be recognized as such. A child’s experience of
arithmetic, of learning to write, of story and poetry, can unexpectedly generate
awareness of otherwise tacit modes of appreciating and judging. A cosmopolitan-
minded education would aim to bring into awareness both values and ways of
expressing them...

VALUES, MODES OF VALUING, AND COSMOPOLITANISM

Human beings embrace many different values. Some are drawn to family, friends,
and neighborhood. Others relish travel, nature, and meeting new people. Some
seek money, power, and control. Others esteem art, work, and creativity. Some

3. Locke’s pioneering analysis in the 1930s and 1940s of cultural relativism anticipates much of the
current conversation on cosmopolitanism (for discussion, see Green, 1999, pp. 95-134).
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time legitimately regard their moral obligations as intimately tied to, and as
springing from, local community.

Cultural cosmopolitanism highlights new social and cultural configurations
emblematic of the increased intermingling of people, customs, and practices in
many parts of the world. Cultural cosmopolitans argue that people can be rooted
meaningfully (that is, morally, aesthetically, intellectually) in more than one culture
or community. Economic cosmopolitanism spotlights global economic
arrangements that advocates argue can engender greater equality and equity. Some
writers in this line of thinking embrace capitalism wholeheartedly as “liberating”
human creativity and initiative. Others criticize this posture for excusing the
excesses of governments and multinational companies which, in their drive for
profit, do not respect local cultures and environments. Critics of unfettered
capitalism conceive transnational economic policies and mechanisms framed by
values that mirror political and moral cosmopolitanism.? The distinctions between
the modes of cosmopolitanism Kleingeld and Brown (2006) identify are not hard
and fast. Each can be viewed as emphasizing rather than isolating a particular
body of questions and concerns.

With this mise-en-scene of current research and activism as a background, we
examine here the place of values in human life when viewed through a
cosmopolitan lens. Our approach will resonate most directly with questions
associated with moral and cultural cosmopolitanism. We focus on values, in part,
because of their indispensability in forming and sustaining modes of being human.
We also see values as bound up with people’s sense of reality. John Dewey (1988)
observes, “It is natural to men to take that which is of chief value to them at the
time as the real. Reality and superior value are equated” (p. 31). A lack of awareness
of the connection between values and the sense of reality can cloud self-
understanding and can give rise to considerable miscommunication between

2. On political cosmopolitanism, see Benhabib (2006), Brock & Brighouse (2005), Carter (2001),
Heater (1996), McCarthy (1999), and Toulmin (1990). On moral cosmopolitanism, see Appiah
(2005), Beck (2004), Nussbaum (1997a, 1997b, 2002), and Scarry (1998). On the cultural, see Hill
(2000), Hollinger (2002), and Waldron (2000, 2003). And on the economic, see Barnett, Held, &
Henderson (2005), DeMartino (2000), Sen (1999), and Tan (2004). A growing number of scholars
in philosophy of education are drawing upon these literatures to reconstruct notions of education
for our time, among them Costa (2005), McDonough (1997), Papastephanou (2002, 2005), and
Todd (2008).

118



Cosmopolitanism as we understand it gives rises to modes of sustaining individual
and community integrity in the face of unrelenting influences from the world. By
“integrity” we mean neither purity nor fixity of identity, postures which
cosmopolitanism suggests are impossible in a porous human environment such as
obtains today. Rather we have in mind continuity of a sense of self, community,
and world through the vicissitudes of change.

We take as a backdrop to our inquiry the long tradition of philosophical reflection
on cosmopolitanism, initiated several millennia ago by the Greeks among whom
was the Cynic philosopher Diogenes (4th century bce) who, as far as scholars
have been able to determine, was the first to describe himself as a kosmopolites :
a citizen of the cosmos rather than of a particular polity. This tradition continues
through contemporary dialogue about cosmopolitanism generated by philosophers
and political theorists, by historians who study concrete expressions of
cosmopolitan practice, and by field-based researchers who seek to illuminate
“actually existing cosmopolitanism” (Malcomson, 1998) or cosmopolitanism on
the ground today.'

The ever-proliferating scholarly literature frames cosmopolitanism indiverse
ways. For example, Pauline Kleingeld and Eric Brown (2006) summarize much
of cosmopolitan thought under the headings of political, moral, cultural, and
economic cosmopolitanism. Political cosmopolitanism focuses on institutions,
policies, laws, and negotiations that transcend national jurisdictions and that are
intended to protect human rights and ways of life. While some figures advocate a
single world government, others respect the value of nations but urge a
reconstructed political order in which nations could thrive without nationalism
(cf. Kristeva, 1993). Moral cosmopolitanism addresses questions such as whether
and how human obligations extend to people outside one’s immediate circle. For
strong universalists such as Martha Nussbaum, people need to treat their moral
obligations as global in nature and significance. For “rooted” cosmopolitans such
as Kwame Anthony Appiah, people can respect universal rights but at the same

1. With regards to these three domains, see, respectively, Appiah (2005, 2006), Benhabib (2006),
Derrida (2001), Hill (2000), Lu (2000), Nussbaum (1997a, 1997b, 2002), and Scheftler (2001);
Jacobs (2006), Jasanoff (2005a, 2005b), Muthu (2003), Rosenfeld (2002), and Schlereth (1977);
Cheah & Robbins (1998), Lamont & Aksartova (2002), Mitchell & Parker (2008), Osler & Starkey
(2003), Szerszynski & Urry (2002), and Werbner (1999). Hansen (2008a, 2008b) draws upon these
literatures in framing curriculum and pedagogical philosophy in cosmopolitan perspective.
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Cosmopolitanism is a name for an orientation toward self, others, and world. In
this orientation, a person or community juxtaposes reflective openness to new
influences with reflective loyalty toward the tried and the known. Put another
way, cosmopolitanism is a name for an outlook toward the challenges and
opportunities of being a person or community dwelling in a world of ongoing
social transformation. The concept helps frame a way of life that is responsive
rather than merely reactive to events. It is a way of life in which persons are
participants in pluralistic change rather than passive spectators, or victims, of
such change. As Bob White (2002) puts the matter, “unlike ‘globalization’ or
‘modernity,” cosmopolitanism is not something that happens to people, it is
something that people do” (p. 681).

It would take a larger canvas than the present article affords to distinguish
cosmopolitanism from humanism, liberalism, and multiculturalism on the one
hand, and from globalization and what is called neoliberalism on the other hand.
In what follows we take cosmopolitanism as a mode of emphasis, as a way of
accenting particular human responses to experience. Unlike other “isms” mentioned
above, the point of departure is neither the individual nor the community as such.
Rather, it is the ever-changing space between what a person and community are
in the present moment and what they might become through a reflective response
to new influence juxtaposed with an understanding of their traditions and roots.
Terms like cosmopolitan orientation, outlook, and way of life capture this
viewpoint.
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