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I am convinced that the American people do not want their athletes cast
as pawns in that tawdry propaganda charade... It is no longer a question
of whether participation in the Moscow Olympics confers legitimacy on
Soviet aggression. When the Communist Party prints a million handbooks
to tell its top activists that the Summer Games mean world respect for
Soviet foreign policy, surely that issue is behind us (Mondale, 1980, as
cited in Foreign Relations of the United States, 1977-1980, Volume I,

Foundations of Foreign Policy: Document 143).
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Anybody who is thinking about a boycott should learn this lesson from
history; a sports boycott serves nothing. It’s only hurting the athletes and
it’s hurting the population of the country because they are losing the joy
to share, the pride, the success with their Olympic team. So, what is a
boycott for? It’s against all the Olympic spirit. It’s against all the values
we have in sport and what we stand for in sport (Bach, 2020, as cited
in IOC President Thomas Bach reflects on the boycott of the Olympic
Games Moscow 1980 40 years later).
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{3) Athletes rendin, quite naturally, the grcup most hostile
o nonparticipatien in the Olympics, although iaay are suppock-
J Tha athletes do not truct the USEC and tley deserve
attention.

In your remarks to the "Sports for R1L" meeting, we have in-
cluded praise for the Matica's athletwes. I believe that the
First Lady, Vice President and ciher surrcgates should also
':“’ﬂ 2nd support for
v it

zthletes

‘e Matizn's arv
1%2s sensa o
in the vhilte Hon

Agroe to
briefing.

(4) It has been suggested to us that Lord Killanin and
Medawe Barlicux, the powerful Executive Secretary of the
0, would appreciate an invitation to meet with you in

the White House. I will have a better idea about this after
my own meetings this weekend. If indeed they do wish such
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