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cooperative effort. The voice comes from above: I know how to lift you up.

Now, I loved that painting, until my friends within the Afro-Brazilian community,
some of whom happen to be Jewish — which is interesting, because the vision in
the United States is if you’re Jewish from Latin America, you must look like me —
and they said: “We find that painting deeply offensive.” I want to remember this
because I think that we have to understand that there are parts of being on the
margins that we think privilege us. We think that because we have been destroyed,
marginalized, forced into ghettos, forced to deny who we are, that that privileges
us to speak for everyone else. And I think in nations in formation, where the
multiplicity of voices must establish what I called in the new book: Can Education
Change Society? “decentered unities,” that that painting is part of the problem,
not part of the solution.

Now, that puts me in a very difficult position. I said that one of the tasks is to try
as hard as one possibly can to see the world through the eyes of the oppressed. But
the key is “as hard as one possibly can.” And that may mean that you will be
willing to be criticized mercilessly in a way that says there is still some noblesse
oblige in your actions, there is still the sense that you know best. So that’s as
honest as I can be about the complexities and contradictions in this. It recognizes
the marginalization, the murderous acts, the removals, all of that. But it also must
recognize that with that space of saying “we are the critics,” we must also allow
ourselves to be criticized when we do not fully understand other margins and other
marginalizations.
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are not natural. Most people don’t necessarily know how to deliberate, so there is
aprocess of what is called “formation,” education of community activists to enable
them to engage in this. They did the same with youth gangs. They were told:
You’ll also be involved in participation over the policies of where football fields
will go; you’ll stop killing each other over the turf of the football field; you’ll be
given money, you’ll have a voice in where the football field goes. Therefore, instead
of killing each other over whose football field it is, you must spend three days. We
will feed you, we will house you; and you must deliberate where the football field
goes. The rate of incarcerations and arrests has dropped by 40 percent. This is
education transforming society.

The structural transformations meant that they now have a totally reversed
statistic: 95% of the children there, who are the poorest of the poor, now complete
primary school. That’s a remarkable statement for a nation that had the highest
dropout rates in the Western atmosphere. A right-wing government is now in power.
But these reforms have been so popular that the right-wing government ran on a
platform that they would try to change the economy, but would not put schools on
a market, not transform, they would not change the citizen school policy and would
make no change at all in the participatory budgeting. And kids and teachers will
continue to have a collective voice. It is the only place in the world that after 20
years of organic critical reforms, the right has now had to accept it. Of course, they
say it is their policy — it is called “decentralization.”

I think to be on the margins means to accept a certain responsibility for survival
as well as the ethics that go with it. But I think that people are complicated and I
will not make a statement about all people here. It is perfectly possible to be deeply
progressive and to take immense risks on certain dynamics and to be quite
retrogressive along other dynamics. So I have teachers for instance, who are strong
union activists, who are my closest friends, but who will also be sexist as hell and
anti-gay, who do not understand the issues of disability and complain about how
miserable they are that they have kids without hearing in their classes. And I have
an equal number of people who belong to quite radical movements around education,
who are utterly racist, who do not see themselves as racists.

There is a famous painting, an etching, by Ben Shahn, a famous Jewish artist. It
has a hand reaching down, a white Jewish hand holding a black Jewish hand and
lifting up the black hand. It’s a very poplar one within the radical Jewish community
in the United States. It is not collectively lifting each other up; it is this: I will lift
you up, you have no agency here, I will lift you up. On the one hand, it speaks to
social commitment, on the other hand, it is quite racist. It denies agency. It is not a
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I was brought in to do both academic work and to tell the stories of the other kinds
of books that I was writing, which is: Here is what success looks like. And I must
again compliment the critical pedagogy movements and the program at Kibbutzim
College because it attempts in many ways to answer the question of what success
looks like.

There’s a reason I was there, which was not just to tell the truth, but also to
make suggestions about what should happen. Much of the more practical work, as
well as the academic work, then became the foundation for two sets of policies.
They were brilliant, there was money: The World Bank was very concerned that
the destructiveness of world neo-liberalism was destroying education. They wanted
education for citizenship and were giving World Bank grants. In fact, however, the
idea was to make people relatively docile workers. To be a citizen, means that you
agree with the government and its policies in favor of education aimed only at
employment.

As a result, they disarticulated the language of citizenship and said: Okay we
are going to establish citizen schools but we are going to change the definition of
citizenship to be someone who is critical of existing inequalities. We will accept
your money, thank you, and use it to raise the salaries of teachers, but for different
reasons: not to exploit them but because we want the knowledge to be jointly
constructed from below as well as above.

So while the national government was moving towards the national curriculum,
they knew that if it came from the top, it would increase the dropout rate. More
children from what are called favelas, the slums, would leave. The slums had a 95
percent dropout rate before the completion of elementary school. Here’s what they
did: Teachers were paid to spend a month each year in the community, learning the
community, learning what its problems are. You can‘t rhetorically say we are going
to build a curriculum that is critically based on the students’ experience and on
dialogue if you don’t have a clue about what‘s going on in the community. They
engaged in the most important thing, something called participatory budgeting.
This is a structural transformation. Anyone who is affected by a school budget
must participate in voting for it, and that includes after-4th grade students. They
elect a representative for a school council, and they have a vote on the curriculum
— a vote that is not equal to teachers, not equal to the community representatives
from all of the communities, including the Afro-Brazilian community that’s
marginalized, and immigrant workers, etc. — but all have a voice. The policies are
established by elected congresses where the state is the learner, not only the teacher.

The community representatives are then given the skills of deliberation, which
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I’m being as honest as I can. To me then, reading World of Our Fathers, which
is very Jewish, transformed who I was, what it meant, what my mother did as an
anti-racist activist, what I did and still do is what I mean by being Jewish: to
change the world, to be the witness, to be the witness with other people who have
other stories to tell. And if I do not learn from that witnessing, if I do not take a
stance on that witnessing, if I do not put myself at risk in that witnessing, then I
can’t claim the title that I think is extraordinarily powerful: Yes I am a Jew, and
that means something very special to me. But it’s no different then someone who
says: Yes I am Muslim, yes I am, and I will use the sacred text and find things in
those texts, and in those traditions that allow me to speak back against dominance.

I’ve been lucky enough to write some books that became movement books.
That‘s not meant to be self-congratulatory; it’s to say how I got involved in Porto
Alegre. Unlike some others, I was never influenced by Paulo Freire. I come from
the laborist and anti-racist tradition in the United States, the Highlander Folk School,
which is where most of the anti-racist people, Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks,
were schooled in civil disobedience. So that’s part of my tradition. It’s what is now
called critical pedagogy and it traces its history in the West. It’s a complicated
term, at least in the United States, England and other nations. I was brought to
Brazil by critical educators because of three books, some of my early works:
Ideology in Curriculum, Education and Power and a book called Teachers and
Text, which looked at teaching as a gendered occupation, and also at the political
economy of curricula. Those books became movement books, and during the
military dictatorship, the first two books were banned. I must now publicly thank
the military dictatorship for banning the books. If you’re an elementary school
teacher and you ban a book, if you say: “No, don’t read this,” it’s the best thing
that can happen to kids’ reading. My books were banned in many nations. I say
that with great pride and thanks.

I began to work with teachers’ unions and leftist organizations that are now
under the title PT — the Workers’ Party. They run schools for teachers, and they
asked me to come and work with them, and to help them build policies. I had been
working on books like Democratic Schools, which tells the story that I would hope
makes us much less pessimistic to go into schools in the midst of the horror that
many of us are facing: the disrespect, the marketization, the immense censorship,
the struggle that is often lost about the knowledge forms and the rights of teachers
to have some voice to move away from the national, to make things connected to
live the experience. This was an attempt for us to be the secretaries of teachers and
community activists, to succeed even in the face of the attacks by right-wing groups.
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we know which arts will be privileged, what has status and what doesn’t. So
transforming the arts into something powerful also has the possibility as a basis of
criticism of official policy. The world is not simply the economy; it is the state.
Transforming policy is also transforming society, and the arts are a basis of strength,
of articulation, of saying I'm sorry, I disagree. The arts are not about I, they are
about we. And as I’ve mentioned before, the word “knowledge” should be a verb,
not a noun; it must be collective, and the arts profoundly enabled that verb to be
performed.

Q: What does it mean for you to be Jewish? What kind of Jewish education
did you get? What does it mean for you to be in Israel?

The people who know me know that I don’t wear masks. I must be very honest
here. While I do not necessarily believe in boycotts, it‘s difficult for me to be here.
You‘ll notice what I’ve put together and the words I’ve used to greet people. It was
hello, shalom, salam. Israel and Palestine. I realize that I may offend people on
that, and for other people I may be speaking the truth. I realize the differences in
that. I would like us to look at this audience — I'm not asking you to do it, but |
think it’s clear. It’s as if parts of Jaffa do not exist. You’ll forgive me if I'm offensive,
but I’'m not speaking from my eyes. This is a nation that has many nations. It is a
nation that I love. I too lost people in the Holocaust, I never minimize that. It’s part
of my fundament, but like many people in Israel and Palestine, this must be solved
in a way that includes all voices. So it is difficult for me to come, because I am part
of a secular Jewish tradition that says that what it means to be Jewish is to act
against oppression in the world. That’s the tradition.

You may have heard of a book by Irving Howe called World of Our Fathers, if
you’ll forgive the title. It was written at a time when the male pronoun was the
pronoun for everyone. But I didn’t know who I was as a Jew, until I read that book.
I come from a communist family, I come from a mother who was quite traditional,
she didn’t work outside the home except occasionally when she could get work in
a factory. Again, I come from a family of printers, and I went to night school, but
her unpaid work was as an anti-racist activist. At the age of five, I was old enough
to hammer nails into protest signs against the segregation in my city, since 40 per
cent of my city was African American. My point in saying this is that for me, I did
not know who I was, other than rhetorically. I am part of a tradition where half of
my family was deeply Orthodox. I did not speak Hebrew. I did not have a bar
mitzvah. My father refused and told me: “Never! It was so painful for me, I will
not put my children through that torture.” And it was too conservative.
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they are not eligible ever to come back. They have to go into a special program we
call the GED program: General Education Diploma. And the task is to use the arts
to reawaken their sense of how much they have to offer.

So we had $10,000 to pay for equipment, and to get one of the most brilliant.
muralists, trained in Chile and now an artist in Chicago. His name is Lavie Raven
His website is Hip-Hop University, or University of Hip-Hop (http://
uhiphop.uchicago.edu). He does community murals, not by himself, but he works
as a critical educator, with the most marginalized youth, to build and paint murals
all over their neighborhoods, to document through the arts their vision of the world,
their communities’ history, their dreams, their hopes. It’s the process that is just as
important as the product. Raven is there to help them.

We are also under the direction of the youth, the painters of the murals. I must
forget famous Professor Michael W. Apple. I must now put on jeans and an apron,
and under the direction of the youth I must join them in painting the stories of their
community. We are in the midst of that now. I do not know how it will end up. I do
know what the process has done for them, just as importantly as what the process
does for me. To be a critical educator is not simply to direct people to use the arts
for social transformation. It is to use the arts for the transformation of what it
means to be the critical educator. And I must admit that I now interact with
marginalized youth who are reminding me of the Spanish I use to know, who are
insisting not that I speak to them in Spanish, but that I try. And they laugh when I
make mistakes about gender. They laugh when I speak in Castellano, because |
learned how to say grathias, and they are from Mexico, they don‘t say grathias,
they say gracias. And the words that I use for woman, in their language means
prostitute and they are very, very quick to laugh hysterically and say: Michael do
you have any idea what you said? It’s quite humbling. Transforming education
and transforming society means transforming the educator as well.

And here I am quoting from someone with whom I spent years and years
working, who has my utmost respect, the late Paulo Freire. He reminded us that if
we don’t become learners, we have no right to transform society. So the arts then
become a way that’s recursive, transforming the lives of the youth, transforming
their neighborhoods, and transforming Michael and all of my students and
colleagues at exactly the same moment. I don’t mean that to be rhetorical. It is
risky at a time when we are told, as the minister of education said here, “I personally
like the arts, but I must prioritize.” I don‘t think that the message was particularly
subtle about what will be privileged and what will not, and what will get a bonus,
and what will not, what counts as an important elective, and what does not. And

72



those words or heard them. But whether or not it was appropriate, a new identity is
being formed. A transformation in the sense of who I am, which is the most important
transformation that has to occur if we are to transform the society, a sense, not a
powerlessness, that I am worthy. We were then shut down, because the kids then
had to go to their vocational education classes, which involved learning how to
type on manual typewriters. When was the last time you went into an office and
saw a manual typewriter? They are in museums.

So they were denied this possibility, I feel quite guilty about that, because it’s
like saying to someone who is starving, come to the table and look at all this food
I’ve prepared for you. Taste it, now I’m going to lock the door on you. You let the
barrier down, you trust Michael. You begin to see that inter-racial coalitions may
be possible, you trust this institutional form called education. And then you’re shut
down. Twelve years later, I get a Hanukah and Christmas card from that girl,
Ramona, now a woman, who became a commercial artist, and she says: “Michael,
you may not remember me, this is a card that I made. It’s now commercially
produced. I made it. I’'m the girl who said “Hey man, I’'m ***** go0d.” Now, how
do we think about this? The world is contradictory. This use of the arts transformed
Ramona’s life. It also had an effect of saying you are now locked out to other girls.

Let me tell you the second story. In the new book, Can Education Change
Society?, I argue that those of us at universities, students and faculty, had privileges.
We must use that power. I’'m tired of people talking the language of guilt. Guilt is
not a productive emotion, unless you do something about it. So, we are now involved
in the following: There are grants in the university for money, because of the
legitimation crises at the university. We must make linkages with the community,
because people do not want to pay the cost of the universities, because they feel
that they are disconnected from the real lives of communities. We can lament that,
or we can use it as an opportunity for critical pedagogical work. Every time capital
opens a space for itself, it opens a space for counter-hegemonic work. So the world
is contradictory; it’s not simply poor relations and we are powerless. That’s simply
diminishing the kind of skills that we have.

So we were able to get a grant of close to $10,000 to work with Centro Hispano
—in my city, 30% of the children in schools are Spanish speakers from the south,
Mexico, Guatemala, El-Salvador; that is the largest minoritized group. Notice the
word minoritized —no one is a minority. Someone makes you a minority. Minoritized
groups along with people of African descent. We were able to get a grant to do
critical work with all of the students in the high schools who had been pushed out.
At the age of 15, they stopped going; at the age of 16, by law, if they are not there,
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that in larger society has been successful.

Schools are also places that certify what counts as important knowledge. They
have independent cultural effects. If your knowledge is taught in schools, it gives
you social and cultural legitimacy. It’s like getting a check that can be transformed
in a conversion strategy that gets you mobility. This is struggling over cultural
forms — what counts as legitimate knowledge, what doesn’t; it is struggling in the
society, and the gains in my nation to recognize the knowledge of indigenous groups,
the knowledge of oppressed people, the gains in my favorite place, Porto Alegre in
Brazil, around participatory budgeting, where the decisions over knowledge do
not come from the ministry of education; they come from negotiations with youth,
with social movements, with teachers, with community members.

I would like now to discuss the arts as part of how education can change society.
I"d like to tell you two stories in this context: I'm a filmmaker. I think that arts are
the most profoundly important forms of interruption that we have. But I’'m not an
artist who makes films by myself. I work with teachers and younger and older
children, with video and art forms drawing directly on films, as well as video
production, to document their lives. We go in and give the skills and the cameras to
speak back, to tell us: Here is what it looks like from my eyes. You‘ve told me I'm
delayed developmentally in reading — these are technical terms that make it so
impersonal, and shifts the blame onto some mechanism inside the child. That is
the problem. It’s not the curriculum, it’s not the school. It’s not a society that is
based on marginalized forms. I go in to give kids new identities, to show that even
the kids who supposedly can’t read yet, when a camera is placed in their hands,
they can make profound literary statements about their lives. I’ve been working in
juvenile prisons. Places where the kids who have been pushed out of school wind
up. I was working in the maximum-security cottage of a girl’s detention center,
and we showed them some films that other kids had made. They began to make
films, they got very, very excited, and began reading books again. All of them are
children of color, many in the jail for prostitution, drug addiction, school truancy —
they no longer go to school so they become criminals in the eyes of the state.

They have built a wall: Do not trust the school. Do not trust official knowledge.
Do not trust Michael, because I represent that. And I’'m also a white guy. All of
these mechanisms are now in place. They make a film, they make two films. They
become extraordinarily excited. One of the girls runs up to the screen and says —
you’ll forgive these words, they’re quite vulgar — she becomes the screen herself,
and is pointing saying, “Holy shit! I’'m fucking good!” The teacher tries to shut
her up, because that’s not the way good girls talk, as if none of us has ever used
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absolutely central, because that is the labor process, and it is no less and no more
important then any other labor process.

We also have class relations. Teachers are seen in some nations partly as
professionals. So there are class relations as you get down to the cooks. In my own
nation, the cooks are usually people of color, always poor women. Struggling over
respect and equality in wages is struggling over anti-racist forms. Even from a
purely economic perspective, struggling in schools is transformative, as a defense
and as an offense.

Another example is of schools being put on a market. So as you face privatization
here, and state funding going into increasing privatized forms — we are more
advanced in that, and England is very advanced in that — we are seeing again
privatizing initiatives, so that schools will be asked to compete against each other,
and they will be put on a market, and teachers will be evaluated based on competitive
norms, using PISA scores and matriculation examinations. The word is
“competition”: It’s the private sector eating the public sector, destroying anything
that counts as public. That is the economy, not just ideologically, but in terms of
schools being the same as automobiles, televisions sets, and forgive me, toilet
paper: infinitely replaceable.

That is the economy. So struggling against that, the ideological forms of neo-
liberalism, and the actual forms of placing schools in a marketized situation —
winning that battle is winning in the economy, and it is no less important than
boycotts against exploitative labor, and no less important than stopping the
privatization in some nations of electricity, and God help us in South Africa or in
Peru or Bolivia, of water. This means that children will die, newborns will die,
because Nestlé will give the mother in the hospitals the powdered formula, and tell
them not to breast feed. They will go home, the water is too expensive and they
will mix the formula with the water from polluted wells. And we know that one
third of the children will die before they are eight months old. Forgive me for
being graphic, but I want to talk very honestly about the way we think about this
process. Public education of mothers in hospitals is also the question of whether
education can be used to transform the massive deaths that go on in what we
arrogantly called the 3rd world. There is always a 3rd world within the first world.

I will now talk about whether education can change society in other ways.
That’s the argument I would make against those who support economic reduction.
And I don’t mean it to be depressing. What I’m saying is that the successes of
teachers’ unions — the successes of people struggling with working women who
are cooking, to get them higher wages, to get respect —is a struggle in many places
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same words with bite. When I answer this, do not see me as opposed to political
economy as a form of action, or as a form of analysis. But I think that that‘s
extraordinarily limited, because it means that being in education can only be valued
if it changes the economy. I think that‘s a bad way of looking at things. Capitalism
is a form of governance, it is a form of identity, it has cultural forms attached to it,
but it’s not only about capitalism, it’s about so much more.

So let me say something a bit more about this. First, let us assume that the
economically reductive criticisms, which are still extraordinarily important, are
correct, that we judge schools and the possibilities of them transforming society
by their effects on the economy. Schools are part of the economy. People work
there. So the proposal, in Israel and Palestine has been for the following: Teachers
will get paid a bit more if they agree to work a hell of a lot longer hours. Teachers
work. Principals work. The people who cook the food for the children work. The
crossing guards work, the secretary works. The building maintenance people work.
That is the economy. It is no less the economy than banks, and factories, and farm
labor, and working for MacDonald’s.

So all of that is the economy, and schools are the economy, struggling over the
employment practices for teachers, over the disrespect for the labor, over the fact
that they’re saying now in the United States that you can be a teacher with six
weeks of education. This is for what we call “Teach for America,” where the veteran
teachers in many cities are being fired, and young college and university graduates
are being recruited, being paid one-half the salary of veteran teachers, being told
anybody can teach. We will give you six months with no instruction in arts, with
no instruction in curriculum development. We will put you in there, and then we
will mentor you. Welcome to the world. So all of that struggle over labor processes,
over what counts as a skill, are struggling in the economy, and words like “skill”
are never neutral words; they are political words. This is what I meant about the
way in which occupations are thought about. Since the vast majority of teachers in
many nations, especially but not only at the primary level, are women, there is an
assumption that it is less skilled.

But if I'm correct, we know that in most industrialized nations, in the United
States for example, the average workweek for teachers, unofficially — the official
one is always a lie — is 58 hours a week. Teachers make 10,000 decisions a day.
And the emotional labor, as well as the intellectual labor of engaging in that, is
profound. I can’t think of a more skilled occupation than teaching. But it is seen as
replaceable. So struggling over the respect, struggling over the labor process, over
salary — the kinds of things that unions as collective voices struggle over — are
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tightly controlled, and in many nations gets less pay and has its autonomy reduced
in times of crisis. I don’t have to mention this in Israel with the current
administration, but a good example is that it is now law in every state in the United
States that gets federal money that teachers be paid based on children’s’ test
performance. The legislation says that, and 17 states had to change their laws to
allow that against every bit of teacher union opposition. How we treat teachers is
political. It is political as well as in terms of the politics of power and money. We
may have elegant models of theory but in the midst of this, unless we can deal with
a budget crisis of immense proportions, we will lose.

And finally, next to last, it is the politics of voice. Whose voices are heard? Are
teachers’ voices heard? Are children’s voices heard? Are artists’ voices heard?
Who speaks? That means that when we are talking about critical pedagogy, we
must not limit it to the schools; we must ask about the media. Education does not
only go on inside the classroom. There is public pedagogy through the media that
determines whose voices are heard. Finally, it is about how we transform this.
What kind of actions must go on to interrupt dominance and subordination?

Critical pedagogy has two tasks: intellectual, deconstructive, political in terms
of criticism, which is absolutely central; but equally central it is about what the
positive, desirable, possibilities and alternatives. The claim is: Yes we must criticize,
but those criticisms must be linked to something which is not simply housed at the
university only as a discourse of criticism; it must have a practice of criticisms — it
must keep alive the utopian visions in a non-utopian way. It must answer the question
collectively, with others, with teachers, with future teachers, with administrators,
and profoundly within the multiple communities that make up this society. Underline
the word “multiple,” and answer the question: “What do I do on Monday?”” And
any critical educator who believes that this is not a good question needs to get a
grip on reality.

I have a new book coming out in November called: Can Education Change
Society? The simple answer is: “Yes, but.” The way that question is asked makes
it a problem. We cannot solve it by asking it that way, because that maintains the
distinction between education and society. And in the Marxist left, that means that
society is simply paid employment, thereby evacuating questions of race, questions
of gender. You are known only by your paid work. So the way in which you answer
the question is by asking: “Can education change the paid economy?” That is a
disaster. There is no more crucial question to ask. And we all live within something
called capitalism that has incredible power. And if Milton Friedman is allowed to
talk about capitalism, the critical educator should be allowed to use exactly the
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a disaster and you don‘t want to embarrass yourself, go up and whisper to the
teacher “I have to go to the toilet.” Well, is it number one or number two?

I’1l give one more powerful example. The best teacher I’ve ever seen — one who
is profoundly anti-racist, teaching in a school that would be similar to an Arab and
Jewish Israeli school here, multiple classes, multiple ethnicities — wanted to do
critical mathematics. She was very influenced by critical pedagogy, by some of
my work, by Paulo Freire’s work, by feminist forms, and she said that for her
mathematics lessons, she wanted the children to go to their community and their
family and bring in mathematical problems that arithmetic helps them solve. She
wanted them collectively to solve them, to help each other, but with the problems
coming from the community and from the children themselves. And the task of the
teacher is to connect the lived experience with the academic work, and use it
critically to understand reality. It is the perfect example of critical pedagogy.

This was a multi-class and multi-raced school. One child puts her problem on
the board. Another child, who has never spoken before, raises her hand, very, very
slowly, an African American child who is poorly dressed, and haltingly she gives
the answer to the problem, and it’s correct. And the best teacher [ have ever seen in
my life — someone I would bow to, I would give up everything to have her teach
my grandchildren — looks surprised. The next child in the same classroom gets up,
and gets the answer correct. She is well dressed, speaks extraordinarily good English,
has the middle-class body of feeling that is comfortable in the school. She sits at
her desk unlike the way I sit: with the cultural capital of comfort in the room, in an
academic setting. She gets it right, and the best teacher I've ever seen smiles and
nods. This is what we mean about the formation of identities. When this is produced,
year after year after year, children do not drop out; they are being pushed out from
schools. We know this in my own nation, in almost every nation in the world,
where the fault lines in the daily life of those kinds of things are drawn.

It is political in a few other ways. It is political where teaching is concerned.
The act of teaching is an act of influence, the way we teach is politically charged.
The kinds of pedagogy in which we engage — is it critical? Is it not? Does it accept
the world as it is? Is the classroom a space in which students have a voice? Is the
school a space in which teachers have a voice? Must they slavishly follow the
curriculum, even though they watch the children be alienated, even though certain
children simply put their heads down on the desk and tune out.

The act of teaching itself embodies this: how it is organized, the politics of
voice in the classroom, and just as powerfully, how teachers are treated. Teaching
has been feminized, and any occupation that is seen as women’s paid work is more
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The curriculum is never neutral. From that vast universe of possible social
knowledge, we are people who fish. We drop down nets and create nets that pull
up particular kinds of knowledge; and other knowledge is called popular. It is, in
fact, a conceptual and political requirement. From that vast universe of possible
knowledge, the knowledge of some groups is declared “official,” and the knowledge
of other groups is declared “popular.” To be popular is to be unimportant, and to be
a group whose knowledge is called popular means that one is on the margins of
society, and schools have become increasingly powerful in marginalizing groups
of people around the politics of knowledge. That is very visible in the nations
represented in this room, that the knowledge of some groups is declared official,
that some narratives are declared official, that the narratives of other groups are
not seen as official.

So in order for there to be white, there has to be black. In order for there to be
gay, there must be straight, in order for there to be rich, there must be a category of
poor. In order for there to be official knowledge, I must declare other groups’
knowledge as unimportant.

And there is also the way we package the curriculum; its organization is political.
Curricula are knowledge known in advance, and I must be able to hold it in my
hands. It must be divided into disciplines. Critical education reminds us that
discipline knowledge may not deal with issues of poverty all the time. It may not
deal with the issues of marginalization and empire; it may not deal with gender; it
may not deal with the things that students experience in their daily lives. So the
organization, integrated curriculum, unit planning, knowledge coming from below
may not be appropriately or easily dealt with. If we think first as mathematicians,
then as historians, then as people involved in literature, we may need to put that all
together. So the organization, and not just the content, is political and needs to be
thought about quite radically.

Something else is taught, and that is what we call historically — a phrase drawn
from John Dewey —the concept of “incidental learning,” what was called historically
“the hidden curriculum.” Underneath what we think we’re teaching, we are teaching
so much more. Let me give some examples: [ have two children. When they were
young they didn’t raise their hand and say, “Mr. Apple, may I go to the toilet”
when they were at home. It would have seemed a bit odd, unless I was engaging in
an ethno-methodological experiment to try and show how the hidden rules work in
family structures. That seems a little odd. In school, biological time is always
substituted by institution time. That may be good or bad, but we have a system in
the United States called “hall passes,” and the child must raise her hand, or if it’s
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American empire, for example? Yet, unless I struggle with my own position, to try
as hard as all of us possibly can, to see the world through the eyes of the people in
this set of nations, to see what the world looks like from different positions, what
it looks like to be gay, what it looks like to have a disability that's either recognized
or unrecognized, what it looks like to be Bedouin living in an unrecognized village
— How would I look at the world through those eyes?

These two principles are absolutely central. They mean that the best way to
look at education is through its relations to politics. Part of my claim is that one of
the most important things about education is to see it through a set of glasses that
we might call political. It is not the only way. The arts, for instance, become
absolutely essential. They provide us a way of defining multiple forms of literacy,
enable us to give new identities to kids who are told they are stupid, yet are incredibly
talented musically. So my claim is not meant to be a reductive one. There are
ethical questions and there are technical questions. There are ways of doing
curricula, of organizing dialogues that are micro-politics, but which can’t be easily
merged into larger politics.

I would like to talk a bit about the larger politics. Whether we like it or not,
education exerts an active influence. It is someone influencing other groups. It is
ministries making decisions. It is teachers making decisions, and the recent research
shows that teachers make 10,000 decisions a day. That’s remarkable. Many of
them are good, some of them not so good. How then can we think about the act of
education politically?

First, whether we like it or not, in almost every nation of the world, including
the nations represented in this room, if I know where you live, if I know your
postal code, I know what your parents do for pay, or not for pay, and I can predict
within one standard deviation how well you will do in any matriculation exam. I
hate that statistic, but it happens to be true. So in my nation, for instance, I am the
exception. I come from an incredibly poor neighborhood in the third poorest city
in the United States. My parents worked in factories, when they worked; I’'m the
first generation to finish high school. But everybody else in my high school, except
for 3 percent, wound up doing what I started to do before I started going to night
school to become a teacher: working with their hands; women doing unpaid labor
in the home, and also double the labor outside for low pay. I hate that, and it would
be much worse — that statistic of the predictability of scores would be much worse
— were it not for the committed labor of administrators and teachers, and social
workers and community activists.

But there is something that does this ordering and selecting: the curriculum.
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seen as someone who simply defends it. I am also one of its most biting critics and
let me say what I mean by that. Critical education too often is simply rhetorical; it
is not often connected to things that many feel are forms of “pollution”: real schools,
real curricula, real communities, etc. So [ want to claim as strongly as I can that
one of the things that critical education is about is that it must involve criticism of
something; otherwise, it is simply rhetorical. And that requires that we do two
kinds of things, and these are the founding principles. One is what we call “relational
analysis” and the other is called “repositioning.”

Relational analysis is simple. It is what many of us do in our daily life, at least
I would hope so. It is to say that we cannot understand education at all unless we
connect it to relations of dominance and subordination in the larger society — around
issues of gender, class, race and ethnicity, nation, religion, sexuality, disability. All
of those intersections, together and separately, are the key moments when we are
supposed to be asking why these things exist, why these inequalities exist, and
what we can do about it.

Let me give a simple example of that. When I was making my notes for one of
my talks in Israel and Palestine here, I walked into my office in the Teacher
Education Building in the University of Wisconsin. After walking up the stairs,
I turned on the light and turned on my computer and began to jot down some notes.
We can say that Michael Apple did some simple physical things. Yes, I walked up
the stairs; yes, I opened the door; yes, I turned on the light; yes, I turned on my
computer and yes, I began to type. That is so unimportant that it is not worth
mentioning. But in my city, we burn coal to produce electricity. In order for those
lights to go on and in order for me to begin typing, I have an anonymous but very
real relationship with the miners who dig the coal, 300 of whom die every year in
my nation in order for me to have my computer go on. So part of what we call
critical education wants us to begin to think about personal responsibility: who we
are, what our connections are, and what the connection between schools and the
larger society are —a society that is riven with inequalities. There are also progressive
movements. So how do we connect ourselves to these movements too? People are
never puppets. [ know too many teachers who are martyring themselves everyday
trying to change these relations. So it is also our connection to these changes, these
social movements. That's the first principle.

The second principle is what is called repositioning. Repositioning is to look
at the world through the eyes of those who have the least in this society, as much as
is possible. Now that is something that is very hard for a white male United States
citizen to do. How can I put myself in the place of someone on the borders of the
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Professor Michael Apple on Education, Art & Social Change

Interviewed by Dr. Hagit Gur

Prof. Michael Apple is a world-renowned scholar who takes an active role
in social movements for educators and dissidents’ groups that work for social
change in numerous locations throughout the world, with Brazil, Nicaragua,
India representing only a small part of them. Prof. Apple has written many
books on educational reform and on the relationship between education and
politics, culture and power. Some of his books include “The Rutledge
International Handbook of Critical Education’ (2010), “Global Crisis,
Social Justice and Education” (2010), “Educating the Right Way:
Markets, Standards, God and Inequality” (2006). His forthcoming book
is entitled, “Can Education Change Society?” — a question I will ask him.
He donates the royalties from his books and speeches to progressive
movements, women’s shelters and anti-racist organizations.

Prof. Apple has been selected as one of the 50 most important education
scholars in the 20th century. His books “Ideology and Curriculum” and
“Official Knowledge: Democratic knowledge in a conservative age”, have
been selected as two of the most significant books on education written in
the 20th century. He has been the recipient of numerous awards, such as the
Lifetime Achievement Award from the American Educational Research
Association and the UCLA Medal for Outstanding Academic Achievement.
Prof. Apple is one of the leading scholars of critical education, a school of
education that is not very well known in Israel. He focuses on the relationship
between power, knowledge, education and schooling, and not only on the
question of how we teach effectively, but also on the relationship between
education, economics, politics and the culture of power.

Prof. Apple, we are very honored to have you here in Tel aviv. Welcome to
Israel. I‘ll start with the first question about critical education: What is it?
What are the main ideas underlying it? And can it reform our schools?

Let me begin by reminding us what critical education is about. Too often, I am
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