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I never read the proclamations of generals before battle,

the speeches of Fuhrers and Prime Ministers,

the solidarity songs of public schools and Left Wing political parties,
national anthems, temperance tracts, papal encyclicals

and sermons against gambling and contraception,

without seeming to hear in the background

a chorus of raspberries from all the millions of common men

to whom these high sentiments make no appeal.!

RI7 0°7277 902 TR L,AXAND LY I ,ILYT 07007 pLAT DMK 21272 novueIRa phan a1
X2 Ponn
“Nevertheless the high sentiments always win in the end, leaders who offer “blood, toil,
[Churchill’'s words in 1940] always get more out of their followers than tears and sweat
those who offer safety and a good time. When it comes to the pinch, human beings are
heroic. Women face childbed and the scrubbing brush, revolutionaries keep their mouth
shut in the torture chamber, battleships go down with their guns still firing when their
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decks are awash. It is only that the other element in man, the lazy, cowardly, debt-bilking
adulterer who is inside all of us, can never be suppressed altogether and needs a hearing
occasionally”. (Orwell, 1961, 177).
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Naturally, fear is not the only building block in the present social structure. None the less, .5

it is the main, the fundamental material, without which no even that surface uniformity,

discipline and unanimity on which official documents base their assertions about the
.‘consolidated’ state of affairs in our country could be attained (Havel, 1990a, 6)
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