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Alkaher Iris, Daphne Goldman
Characterizing the motives and environmental literacy of undergraduate and graduate
students who elect environmental programs —a comparison between teaching-oriented and
other students

Arviv-Elyashiv Rinat, Rozenberg Katya, Hammer-Budnaro Dafna
Teacher Attrition and human Capital



Arviv-Elyashiv Rinat, Navon Yael
Novice Teachers talk about their training

Barromi Perlman Edna
Socio -Semiotic Analysis of Photographs of Kibbutz Youth Hikes in Israel Between 1939-1959

Barromi Perlman Edna
Post-disciplinary pedagogical routes through the photograph

Barromi Perlman Edna
Analysis of the visibility of Bedouin women in the Negey, as reflected in the private
photographic archive of Dr. Ben-Assa, an Israeli physician

Bassan Cincinatus Ronit
The spoken language as a tool for area calculations of complex shapes - combinations of
squares and circles

Bassan Cincinatus Ronit
Influence of cognitive conflict on mathematical word problem solving

Bauer Ela
The Tasks of Non- Jewish Education at the Formation of Jewish Intelligentsia in Warsaw
and Low at the Late 19th Century

Bauer Ela
To Observe, to Chat, or to Influence? The Tasks of the Feuilletons According to Nahum
Sokolow

Bresler Shlomit
Poetry Therapy as a path to dialogue

Cofman-Simhon Sarit
The Suitcase in the Israeli Theatre: Memory as |dentity

Donitsa-Schmidt Smadar, Beverley Topaz
English Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) as a means of integrating Content and
Language



Donitsa-Schmidt Smadar, Zuzovsky Ruth
Teacher Shortage and out-of-field teaching in Israel

Donitsa-Schmidt Smadar, Zuzovsky Ruth
The effect of formal, non-formal and informal learning on teachers’ promotion to middle
leadership roles in schools

Dvir Nurit
Narrative Pedagogy and teacher professional development

Frogel Shai

“The Weak Science”: Humanities and the Sciences

Gal Adiv, Gan Dafna
Developments in Students’ Environmental Citizenship Following a Social and Educational
Experience in Nepal

Gal Adiv, Gan Dafna

College Students’ Perceptions of Socio-Ecological Systems in a Multicultural Society Context

Gal Adiv, Gan Dafna

Social-ecological systems as perceived by Arab and Jewish students via drawing analysis

Gan Alon
“The Seventh Day” — The contribution of the kibbutzim to shaping the image of the Israeli
soldier

Gan Dafna, Alkaher Iris, Avissar llana
The Role of Distributed Leadership in Mainstreaming Environmental Sustainability into
Campus Life in an Israeli Teaching College: A Case Study

Gan Dafna, Gal Adiv

Organizational change: Pre-service students leading environmental change in college

Gan Dafna, Gal Adiv
Inclusion versus Exclusion of Jewish and Arab Students Within the Framework of an
Environmental Education-Social Justice Course in Israel



Gan Dafna, Gal Adiv, Felik Orna, Vaaknin Miytal
Students’ Emotional Response to Place Based Education Focused on Protecting the Lesser-
Kestrel

Gvion Liora
0Old Tastes Rediscovered: Traditional Palestinian Cookery in Israel Getting Modern

Haisraeli Adam
Social Activism in Teacher Education

Joseph Gili, Yaakobi Avigdor, Ram-Tsur Ronit, Getz Miri, Avissar llana
Spaced learning: an approach to minimize the forgetting curve, or

much more?

Kahat Hannah
Theological Implications of Feminist Bible Criticism

Katzin Ori
Instructing Teachers of Refugee Pupils — Transparency, Choice and Sharing

Khalid Arar, Oplatka Izhar

Jewish & Arab principals’ workload and stress in an accountability reform era

Kritz Michael
Promoting Satisfaction in Online Courses

Markovits Zvia, Forgasz Helen
Prospective preschool teachers’ beliefs about mathematics before and after a mathematics
teaching course

Melamed Orly, Wadmany Rivka

Assessment of innovation dimensions in a MOOC course “New Media in Education” focused

on PBL plans

Mishal Adina
Comparative analysis between the reproductive strategies of the cultivated Moringa oleifera
and its wild and endangered relative Moringa peregrina
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Naishtat Bornstein Lilach
“DeconstruChristabel: Barefoot Reading in Coleridge’s Christabe

|Il

Naishtat Bornstein Lilach
“lam Their Jew”: The Testimony of Karla Raveh (1927-2017) in Lemgo

Patkin Dorit
Fables, Language and Mathematics

Ribke Nahuel
Requiem Pop Albums as an Extreme Cross Media Reality: A Cultural and Economic Analysis of
Grief in Contemporary Cultural Industries

Ronen llana
Misconceptions: A barrier or a learning opportunity? empathic space, intuitive responses,
misconceptions, pre-service teachers

Ronen Tali, Shalit Lilach
To move on in education

Rozner Einat
Teacher Education College Instructors creating a multicultural

professional community of practice

Scheflan Katzav Hadara

Mamartist - the voice of the mother in contemporary Israeli art

Schur Yaron, Gal Adiv, Gan Dafna, Nevo Efrat
Teaching for understanding social-ecological systems using Dynamic Learning and Thinking

Journey

Seifert Tami

Smartphone Implementation from Lecturers, Teachers, Students and Pupils’ Perspectives

Seifert Tami

Enhancing Professional Development through Customized Consultation
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Seifert Tami; Har-Paz Carla
Mobile Learning and its Effects on Self-regulated Learning and School Achievements in an EFL

High School Class

Shabtay Galit, Heyd-Metzuyanim

Frames of explorative and ritual instruction as reflected in teachers discourse

Shabtay Galit, Heyd-Metzuyanim
Teachers’ discourse On students’ conceptual understanding and struggle

Shabtay Galit, Heyd-Metzuyanim

Examining Teachers’ discourse on Students’ Struggle through figured worlds

Sharabi Adi

The role of family climate, sense of coherence and loneliness in predicting general and

academic self-efficacy among adolescents with SLD

Shrieber Betty
The impact of using iPad apps on the participation of students with ADHD, SLD and ASD

Siman-Tov Ayelet, Kaniel Shlomo

Mental health and marriage quality among parents to autistic children

Tal Nimrod
Understanding the United States by Enlisting to its Civil War: The British Fascination with of
the American Civil War between the End of Empire and the American Century, 1915-1968

Tal Nimrod, Prorokova Tatiana
The Graphic Novel as a Space of Small-Scale Wars

Timor Tsafi
Perceptions of Academic Literacy Courses in a Postgraduate Programme in Israel

Tsybulsky Dina

Team-Teaching in the Science Classroom: A Study of Student-Teachers’ Experiences

Weinberger Yehudith
Practicing Collaborative Learning in Teacher Education
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Weiss Dovi, Bitan Keren
Promoting a Meaningful Learning Experience with a Born-Digital Interactive e-book and a
Digital Teaching Platform

Weksler Marcelo
The place of teachers in Critical Pedagogy paradigms: Change of consciousness among
teachers of children at risk

Yochanna Miri
Lexical Transfer in Narrative Production of Bilingual Pre-Schoolers

Yochanna Miri
Online Role Play Tool for ESL Classes

Yuval Amnon
Between fair procedure and judicial terrorism: A Comparative View on Political Trials in
France and Britain during the 1790s
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Alkaher Iris, Goldman Daphne

Characterizing the motives and environmental
literacy of undergraduate and graduate
students who elect environmental programs -
a comparison between teaching-oriented and
other students

One aspect of the increasing position of sustainability in higher education is establishment
of distinct interdisciplinary environment-oriented programs. The point-of-departure of this
study is differentiation between teaching- and non-teaching-oriented students, in view
of their different respective professional roles in society. The motives and environmental
literacy (EL) of incoming students were investigated in three types of sustainability
programs in Israel: undergraduate teacher-training, graduate teacher education and
graduate non-teacher programs. For all students acquiring knowledge was the major
motive for studies. Undergraduate student teachers demonstrated the least developed EL,
although it is slightly higher than that found for incoming student-teachers a decade ago.
Graduate teacher-students displayed strong identity as educational agents-of-change and
role-models; however, their limited environmental-knowledge raises questions concerning
providing knowledge foundations in undergraduate teacher-training programs, indicating
the necessity to supplement this in graduate teacher-programs. Graduate non-teacher
students perceive their continuing sustainability-oriented studies as a means for developing
an environmental career and enter these programs relatively environmentally literate. The
implications focus on necessary components and characteristics of sustainability-programs
directed to teaching- and non-teaching-oriented students. These include the necessity to
strengthen the environmental knowledge component in programs directed to teachers;
and embed opportunities for professional internships within graduate programs for non-
teachers seeking environmental careers.
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Arviv-Elyashiv Rinat, Navon Yael

Teacher Attrition and human Capital

Theoretical Framework and Objectives

Thereis an extensive consent that good teaching has a positive effect on students’ cognitive,
social and emotional growth. Studies have shown that effective teachers improve student
achievement (Hanushek, 2011; Leigh, 2010). No other attribute of schools comes close to
having this much influence on student achievement. It is not surprising therefore, that it is
suggested that educational systems should make efforts to recruit high-quality candidates
and ensure they remain in the profession for many years (Barber & Mourshed, 2007).

One important indicator proposed for measuring teacher quality is human capital. It is
assumed that higher education provides a broad foundation of professional knowledge,
academic skills and advance methods in both discipline content and pedagogy, which in
turn make a positive contribution to student achievements (Darling-Hammond, 2004).
Some studies support this assumption (Clotfelter, Ladd, & Vigdor, 2007). Others found
no relationship between teachers’ academic education and student achievements
(Hanushek, 2011). Ingersoll (2005) claims that the effect of teachers” education on student
achievement is significant, however the main problem is that many teachers actually
teach fields of study which they were not trained to teach. It is also mentioned that critical
characteristics of teacher education predicting student achievement are the academic
institutions’ selectivity and prestige rather than academic degrees teachers attain (Harris
& Sass, 2011).

Although findings concerning the effect of teachers’ education on student achievement are
inconclusive, the educational system aspires to absorb educated and talented teachers. The
challenge to maintain these teachers within the system, however, becomes complicated in
light of the high proportion of dropout among teachers each year, especially among good
teachers (Ingersoll, Merrill & May, 2012).

The reward-resource model (Sorensen and Tuma, 1981) assumes that employees make
rational economic decisions by systematically assessing the benefits and costs of remaining
in an occupation. They usually examine the relationship between the job rewards (e.g.
salary, promotion opportunities, and autonomy) and their personal resources (e.g. human
capital, experience etc.). Therefore, educated and experienced employees who receive
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high wages or hold prestigious or leadership positions are expected to have low rate of job
shift as a result of the benefits they gain through having a “good” job.

The relationship between teachers’ education and teachers’ attrition received limited
attention in the professional literature. So far common outcomes on this regard have
indicated that higher academic achievements of teachers increase the likelihood of
leaving teaching (Guarino, Santibanez & Daley, 2006), mostly among those who studied
mathematics and science (Borman & Dowling, 2008). Human capital is a resource with
economicvalue inthe labor market. It demonstrates knowledge, expertise and professional
skills. People expect to have high economic rewards in return for this investment, especially
in professional, attractive occupations. Many evidences revealed that teacher’ salary in
developed countries is significantly lower than other professional employees’ salary (Ladd,
2007). This trend is one of the main causes of teacher attrition (Ingersoll & May, 2012).
Moreover, other evidences specified that teachers hardly get professional support and
autonomy, indicators that also increase teacher attrition (Skaalvik & Skaalvik, 2010). Thus,
it seems reasonable to assume that the balance of rewards and resources is violated in the
case of teacher as their educational credentials increases.

According to the reward-resource model, this study intends to explore the relationship
between human capital and teacher attrition in the Israeli educational system. Human
capital will be defined by three dominant features: 1. academic degree, 2. academic
institution, 3. field of study. The effect of the relationship between human capital
(resources) and income components (rewards) on the likelihood to leave the teaching
profession will be also estimated.

Methodology

Context: Teaching in Israel is highly female-dominated occupation. It is associated with
high level of job security, option of part time work and long vacations. Most teachers
are employed by the state, and usually receive tenure after 3 years; afterwhich they are
protected and cannot be easily dismissed. On the other hand, Teachers’ salary is rather low
(Addi-Raccah, 2005) and promotion channels are limited (Avidav-Ungar & Arviv-Elyashiy,
in press). Teaching credentials requires academic degree and a teaching certificate. It also
comprises participation in internship program in the first year of teaching. Teacher attrition
is high in the beginning of the career, around 16%, in the first year of teaching and after five
years it increases to 30% in average (Arviv-Elyashiv & Zimmerman, 2015).

Participants: The study is based on a sample of 10,340 Israeli teachers teaching in the
Jewish and Arab sectors at all K-12 levels, who commenced their first year of work in 2000
(3,183 teachers), 2003 (3406 teachers), or 2005 (3,751 teachers). The database includes
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yearly follow-ups of their career until 2010. The sample is based on the Israeli Central
Bureau of Statistic (CBS) records, and it includes demographic information, educational
data as well as employment characteristics and schools features. This sample includes 50%
of the teachers who began their first year of work during this period. It represents the
teachers’ population in the official state schools of the Hebrew secular sector.

Analysis: The data was analyzed by descriptive statistics, independent t-tests and 2 tests.
A logistic regression was estimated to examine teachers’ likelihood to leave teaching (at
the first five years) in comparison with staying in the profession — focusing on the effect of
the human capital components (academic degree, academic institution, field of study.) on
teacher attrition.

Results

The results indicate that high level of human capital increases teaching attrition. Teachers
who have acquired advanced degrees, teachers who have studied in selective academic
institutions (universities) and teachers who have acquired higher education in a professional
field of study (e.g. economy, law) or in mathematics and science are more likely to leave
teaching compared with teachers who have acquired first degrees or teaching certificate,
teachers have studied in educational colleges and those who have studied education and
teaching, respectively.

We also examined the effect of the interaction between teachers’ academic degree and
their salary on teacher attrition. The results show that high level this component decrease
the likelihood to leave teaching. Among highly educated teachers, higher salary increase
teacher attrition. This finding is surprising at first glance, but it is reasonable to assume that,
as teachers’ salaries are lower than other professional employees, educated teachers have
attractive alternatives to earn higher salary outside the teaching profession; therefore,
increasing their salary relative to their less educated counterparts is not enough.

It seems that job shifting decisions among teachers, in accordance with the reward-
resource model involve a rational calculation of evaluating the gap between the
personal resources they bring with them and the rewards they gain for their efforts.
Indeed, teachers with high level of human capital are more likely to drop out. In light of the
vast consent on the effect of quality teachers, these findings raise the question: Does high
educated teacher attrition mean a loss of good teachers? The abandonment of educated
personnel may have negative consequences on other aspects of the quality of teaching,
among other things a possible downgrading of teachers’ status and the entry of teachers
of low quality and low cultural capital.
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Arviv-Elyashiv Rinat, Rozenberg Katya, Hammer-Budnaro Dafna

Novice Teachers talk about their training

Theoretical Framework and Objectives

Scholars, policy makers and the public understand that high quality teachers are the most
important asset of schools. There is an extensive consent that good teaching has a positive
effect on students’ cognitive, social and emotional growth (Hanushek, 2011; Leigh, 2010).
However, one question has still remained controversial: What makes a “good teacher”?
Educational research has not been very successful at identifying the specific qualifications,
characteristics, and practices that contribute to the concept of teacher quality.

Nevertheless, it is often suggested that teacher quality is associated with students’
performance. In this regard, studies examined the relationship between students’
achievements and teachers’ professional characteristics, such as teaching experience
(Hanushek, 2011; Leigh, 2010), human capital (Ingersoll, 2005; Nye, Konstantopoulos, &
Hedges, 2004) and proficient knowledge (Metzler & Woessmann, 2010). Still, the results
are inconsistent, and sometimes are even contradictory.

Following the McKinsey report, which claims that the “quality of a school system rests on
the quality of its teachers” (Barber & Mourshed, 2007: 16), it is suggested that educational
systems should make efforts to recruit high-quality candidates, provide them with
professional and effective training, and ensure that they persist in the profession for many
years.

Achieving this goal, according to Shulman’s pioneering model - ‘Knowledge Base’ - (1987),
it is imperative to equip novice teachers with knowledge about key aspects of the teaching
role: 1. Content Knowledge: disciplinary content taught by the teacher in class. 2. General
Pedagogical Knowledge: Principles and strategies for classroom management and lesson
organization. 3. Pedagogical Content Knowledge: methods for instruction of a specific
content domain. 4. Curriculum Knowledge: structure and contents of the official curriculum.
5. Knowledge of Learners and their Characteristics: recognize students’ characteristics
and understanding their needs. 6. Knowledge of Educational Context: awareness of the
broader community. 7. Knowledge of Educational Purposes and Values: adaptation of the
educational system and the teacher profession culture.

According to Shulman, the ‘Knowledge Base” model provides teachers with a solid basis
for dealing with the challenges and uncertainty situations that characterizes the teaching
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profession. Empirical evidences show that the multidimensional perception of knowledge
contributes to the advancement of students’ learning and performance (Ball, Thames &
Phelps, 2008; Hill, Ball & Schilling, 2008).

Moreover, teacher professional competence and self-efficacy is also a critical predictor for
teacher quality. The social cognitive theory refers to self-efficacy as a person’s belief in
his or her own ability to successfully undertake the actions required in achieving a given
task (Bandura, 1997). Self-efficacy teachers believe in their ability to achieve educational
objectives, accomplish challenging goals and fulfilling teaching tasks, while producing
positive outcomes, such as higher teacher engagement, increasing instructional quality,
empowering students” achievement and motivation (e.g. Skaalvik & Skaalvik, 2007, 2014;
Tschannen-Moran &Woolfolk Hoy 2001).

The first years of teaching pose complex challenges to new teachers. This is a period of
survival where many novice teachers tend to ‘sink or swim” (Feiman-Nemser, 2001). Many
of them find it difficult to cope with teaching requirements. They feel frustration and
defeat, and some even decide to leave the profession (Arviv-Elyashiv & Zimmerman, 2015;
Ingersoll, Merill & May, 2012). These trends raise the question whether teacher training
provides novice teachers with skills, practices and methods to cope with the challenges
and difficulties while entering the profession.

Following Shulman ‘Knowledge Base” model and the social cognitive theory, this study
aimed to examine novice teachers’ perception concerning their educational training and
its contribution to their performance as teachers. It also intended to estimate the extent
this perception affects their self-efficacy.

Methodology

Context: Teacher training in Israel is conducted according to two models. The first model,
the concurrent model, incorporates undergraduate and teaching studies. These studies take
about four years, and they grant their graduates a first degree (B.Ed.) diploma along with a
teaching certificate. These programs include three main components: disciplinary studies,
pedagogical guidance and practical experience. The second model, the consecutive model,
intended for graduates with a BA degree who wish to study towards a teaching certificate.
These programs focused on pedagogy studies, ranging from one to two years (Zuzovsky &
Donitsa-Schmidt, 2017). In addition, all the novice teachers are required to participate in
a three-year internship program, which includes two academic seminars aimed to provide
professional and emotional support at the entrance point to the educational system (Arviv-
Elyashiv & Lederer, 2011).
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These days the Council for Higher Education, together with the Ministry of Education, is
designing new proposal and guidelines for the teacher training programs. Therefore, it is
worthwhile to understand novice teachers’ point of view about their training process.

Participants: The study was conducted in Israel in 2017 and included 584 teachers: 417
first year teachers and 167 second year teachers, most of them (487 participants) are
women, 124 are kindergarten teachers, 261 elementary school teachers and 193 middle-
or high-school teachers.

Analysis: A self-report questionnaire was developed based on pre-existing questionnaires
(Arviv-Elyashiv & Zimmerman, 2015; Fridman & Kass, 2000;), in accordance with the
study objectives. The items were measured using a Likert scale ranging from 1 (not at all)
to 5 (very much).

The dependent variable refers to self-efficacy. This variable consist of 5 factors: good class
management skills, pedagogical instruction, motivating students, leading corporations
(leadership skills) and developed professional identity.

Independent variables: acquire content knowledge, general pedagogical knowledge,
pedagogical content knowledge, curriculum knowledge, knowledge of learners,
knowledge of educational context, knowledge of educational purposes and values,
knowledge of school organization,knowledge of parents involvements, and general
readiness for teacher role.

A statistical analysis (T-test, multivariate analysis, and correlations) examined teachers’
perception concerning their educational training and its contribution to their
performance as teachers. A multivariate model was estimated to examine the effect of
teachers’ perception concerning the ‘knowledge base” components on teachers’ self-
efficacy.

Results

The results show that new teachers perceive the contribution of teacher training to
their role as teachers at a reasonable level (3 in average, in a scale of 1 to 5). They feel
moderately capable to lead class management, perform pedagogical instruction, motivate
students and lead corporations; they also express high level of professional identity, and
mentioned having good level of content knowledge, general pedagogical knowledge
and pedagogical content knowledge. However, they claim to have relatively low level of
knowledge concerning curriculum, learners, educational context, educational purposes
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and values, school organization and managing parents. Novice teachers that have trained
according to the concurrent model mention higher level of self-efficacy and knowledge
than their colleagues who have trained according to the consecutive model.

The findings also indicate that Schulman’s multi-dimensional model predicts novice
teachers’ self-efficacy. Each dimension of knowledge reinforces various components
of professional competence. Together, they create synergistic networks that empower
teaching quality. Although, these knowledge dimensions support novice teachers in a
relatively limited manner, they provide them with a solid basis to cross the survival period.
In light of the high level of the participants’ professional identity, it can be assumed that the
knowledge they have acquired during the teaching training will serve them in the future.
Nevertheless, it seems necessary to expand teacher knowledge about school organization,
learners’ needs, curriculum, educational communities and parents’ involvements.

Moreover, sense of readiness to teacher role was found positively contributing to high level
of self efficacy. In this context the practical experience and the internship program had the
highest contribution.

Theoretically, this study confirm Shulman’s ‘knowledge Base” model and expand additional
dimensions of knowledge to be addressed: parents’ involvement and school organization.
It also presents the relationship between ‘Knowledge Base” model and self-efficacy as main
aspects of teacher quality.
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Barromi Perlman Edna

Visual Semiotics

Socio -Semiotic Analysis of Photographs of
Kibbutz Youth Hikes in Israel

Between 1939-1959

Photographs of Jewish kibbutz youth hiking in the desert, climbing a cliff, in
regiment, dressed in khaki, are connected to myths of adventurous heroic hikes.
The photographs were constructed in order to create an ideal image of hikes,
based on Zionist values of redemption of the land. These photographs participated
in the construction and inculcation of heroic myths and legends in Israeli society
and in the way in which they became ingrained and perpetuated in Israeli
collective memory. These myths played part in the fabric of kibbutz education.
The aim of the socio -semiotic analysis is to deconstruct the layers of meaning
attached to them and uncover the origins of the legacies of youth hike
photographs on kibbutz. To explore how they served the mechanisms of kibbutz
pedagogy and to the intentional inculcation of values of love of the land, love of
the country and conquest of the land, as a means of educating kibbutz youth. The
analysis enables a reading of the overt and covert messages in the photographs. It
explores whether the collective reading by kibbutz society came at the expense of
the freedom to document the hike from a personal angle. The study extends to
landscape photography and the role it played in youth hike photographs. The
study also expands to conventions of photography and their influence on the
construction of photographs of youth hikes.
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Barromi Perlman Edna

Post-disciplinary pedagogical routes through the
photograph

Photography can be taught as a vocation or as an art. It may focus on digital possibilities
and challenges, or provide retrospective view on analogic images. It may look for balancing
in acquiring technical skills and developing creativity. Nevertheless, teaching about and
foremost with photographs has productive possibilities across all disciplines and subjects,
although it may take various forms. In this sense we can say that the photograph is post-
disciplinary and as such merits discussion across different areas of interest. For this workshop
we ask what do post-disciplinary pedagogical routes through the photograph look like?

Like never before, digital technologies and social media platforms have intensified the
trend towards visually oriented communication. This has been abundantly commented on
with regards to everyday practices of young and old who create and share photographs,
videos, memes and other kinds of images. However, the daily access to new technologies
and frequent usage of images do not necessarily equip individuals with essential critical
skills in communicating visually. Hence, in such visually stimulated environment where
photographs are produced by everyone on any possible occasion and extensively used in
everyday communication — visual literacy, and in particular with reference to photography,
merits more attention across disciplines. Practices in interpreting photographs, and visual
information from diverse sources are needed. However, the question remains how to
integrate these practices in fields that do not focus systematically or critically on the visual?
How can we use various kinds of photographs in daily pedagogical practices across subjects
and disciplines?

Following some post-disciplinary photography-based activities led by the workshop
organizers, drawing on useful concepts and approaches that transgress individual fields,
we invite participants to share and discuss their pedagogical practices in and through
photographs based on their teaching and research experiences.

The aim of this workshop is to inspire participants to reflect on their pedagogical visual
(photographic) practices, to think what they can improve, and foremost, to learn from each
others. As such, participants will gain new motivation and ideas by sharing and collecting
across disciplinary divides for various kinds of photography-inspired activities in the
classroom and beyond.

101



Barromi Perlman Edna

Analysis of the visibility of Bedouin women in the
Negev, as reflected in the private photographic
archive of Dr. Ben-Assa, an Israeli physician

This paper presents the analysis of a private archive of photographs of Bedouins, living
in the Negev Desert in Southern Israel during the 1950s-60s, stored in a tin box for six
decades. The archive is a collection of photographs of the Dutch born Dr. Benjamin
Yehudah Ben-Assa (1917-1976), a medical physician, known to the Bedouins as Abbu Assa,
who introduced modern health care to the Negev Bedouins.

This analysis of his personal archive builds on comparing to existing knowledge of the day-
to-day life experience of the Bedouin women, gaining understanding on the formation
of the identity of Bedouin women in the public sphere. For the purpose of this study,
we explored photographs of Bedouin women in Palestine. Our study involved extensive
research of existing archives of photographs of Bedouin women, created by western
photographers during the 19th century and the turn of the 20th century, including a
systematic typology of the photographs. The findings clearly indicate a lack of visibility of
Bedouin women in photographs. Our research has shown that Bedouin life style, which
includes a discriminatory approach towards women, has resulted in a paucity of photograph
of Bedouin women in the public sphere. Bedouin women were not accustomed to being
photographed, nor viewed by men from outside their tribe. This was altered in this case
study, the physician who befriended the women, succeeded in creating an authentic,
personal representation of their lifestyle, photographing the women relatively freely, at his
clinic, at work and in their tents.

Ben Assa’s style of photography is based on an extension of traditional cultural forms of
photography and Western conventions of viewing the “others” (Edwards, 1992). The study
explores his alternative approach, which contributes a new visual vernacular of the return
of the gaze of the Bedouin woman, as seen through his lens. The paper discusses traditional
forms of photographing Bedouin women, created by Western Christian photographers
touring the Holy Land in the late 19th century, during the Ottoman Empire in Palestine.
It discusses issues of Colonialist photography in Palestine and Orientalism, and their
manifestation in images of indigenous people in Palestine. The study relates to duality of
the role of Ben Assa, working under the auspices of his Israeli Ministry of Health, positioning
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his work as hegemonic on the one hand, yet bearing a humanist personal approach on the
other, and how this manifests itself in the reading of the photographs.

Methodologically, the analysis relies on visual research methods, analyzing the formal
construction of the images. It relates to the signs and symbols in the photograph and
perceives the images as cultural and social constructions.
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Bassan Cincinatus Ronit

The spoken language as a tool for area
calculations of complex shapes - combinations of
squares and circles

Creativity is a dynamic, growing and developing process whereby we take the existing
condition, re-shape it and form new connections in order to solve a certain problem or to
promote and upgrade an existing situation. Fostering creative ability is a prerequisite in a
rapidly changing world and in a dynamic education system of both teachers and learners.
A high creative ability will assist in improving the teaching and in enhancing the level of
academic attainments.

The actual need for creativity exists wherever there is a real need for a new idea. Most
mathematics teachers acknowledge the importance of their pupils’ development. Both the
major part of the curriculum and the pedagogical approaches at school hardly allow pupils
to encounter the open facet of mathematics, avoiding opportunities to present to the
pupils open problems. Geometry and especially the Euclidean geometry evokes academic
situations which facilitate encouragement and development of creative thinking. One of
the goals of geometry studies at elementary school is fostering geometrical insight.

This ability comprises, among others, an ability to explore the shapes themselves, their
properties and interrelations. In addition to areas and circumferences calculation
assignments, elementary school pupils should cope with assignments which require
development of thinking and understanding, allow development of visual and spatial
perception as well as in-depth inquiry of basic and complex shapes.

A good way of increasing pupils’ learning motivation is a studying environment which
allows experiential learning. Thus, learning is done in an active rather than passive manner.
The assignments in this paper enable pupils to construct knowledge, perform an analysis
and synthesis, be creative in order to present the way of thinking in addition to the way of
arithmetic calculation as well as to draw conclusions.

At school, most lessons are dedicated to knowledge, understanding and some application.
However today, following the new reforms, verbalisation of thinking is nurtured in order
to develop the ability to think which comprises elements of creative thinking. This is a key
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principle in explicit teaching of meta-cognition and all its components. Most studies show
that therapy by meta-cognitive approaches improves not only learners” ways of thinking
but also their attainments.

The principle of the spoken language advocates the importance of social interactions
and uses of the spoken language as a “tool” for attributing a meaning to knowledge and
developing the thinking ability. Verbalisation of the thinking should be implemented, orally
or in writing, in every appropriate opportunity. During lessons in class verbalisation of
thinking can be used orally by thinking aloud and creating a language of thinking which is
shared and common. This can be done by the teachers’ verbalisation in front of the pupils
(modeling) and by requesting the pupils to verbalise their thinking within the framework of
directed class/group discussions.

This paper aims to develop and enhance competences of area and circumference
calculations while applying cognitive abilities. The combination of two familiar basic shapes
—asquare and a circle/sphere — leads to the formation of complex shapes which can be
decomposed in various ways.

Parallel to the learning goals of enhancing abilities of area and circumference calculations,
this paper discusses additional competences which can promote the decomposition
and composition skills of the basic and complex shapes as well as the learners’ ability
to form new shapes following the activities and the acquired knowledge. Moreover,
the assignments presented below develop pupils’ visual perception and their ability
to calculate the area and circumference of a new geometrical shape obtained from the
integration and synthesis of the basis geometrical shapes. This ability develops skills of
identification and understanding the meaning of the missing part and its completion to
a whole, based on the area and circumference of the basic geometrical shapes familiar
to the pupils. Activity of this type facilitates individual learning and collaborative learning.
Individual learning consists of assignments which are personal rather than collective and
therefore they stimulate a personalised and independent process of thinking and learning.
Collaborative learning transpires when teachers divide the pupils into groups (preferably
small groups of two or three members) by taking into consideration various features (e.g.
mathematical abilities, social skills). When the groups are heterogeneous, the pupils can
mutually contribute to and benefit from one another according to their strong and weak
points. Thus, for example, a pupils who are endowed with better capabilities in algebra can
be paired with a pupils whose capabilities in geometry are higher.

The following activities allow the structuring of knowledge. The shape sequence is given so
that from one complex shape to another learners can draw conclusions and achieve high
levels of understanding. The complex shapes are organised in a certain sequence which
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enables implementation and application of previous ideas for the purpose of consolidating
ideas and generalisations about new situations. Decomposing the complex shape into
fundamental elements exposes and clarifies the relationship between parts of the complex
shape. Learners’ abilities to understanding, decompose and compose the shapes into
new shapes or to create a completely new sequence of assignments, develop their visual
perception and creativity.
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Bassan Cincinatus Ronit

Influence of cognitive conflict on mathematical
word problem solving

This study4 engages in the development of in-service teachers and pre-service teachers’
conceptions regarding the process of modeling and the meaning thereof in solving
word problems in general and problems of ratio in particular. The idea for the study was
conceived following a discussion between the researcher and the supervisor of this study.
The discussion was about the answers of a learner who had solved a problem from his
textbook whereby it was apparently appropriate to implement the ratio model. The student
presented several different possible solutions to the problem. However, he hesitated as to
their mathematical status, knowing his teachers’ opinion about the compatibility of the
model in a situation similar to the one described in the problem. The process by which
the models and mathematical tools are adapted to various situations is referred to as
the process of modeling. Teachers play an important role in the building of their learners’
understanding of the modeling process. For that purpose a sequence of teaching was
designed in this study, including word problems, cognitive conflict as well as interviews with
experts. The interviews aimed to enhance the understanding of in-service teachers and
pre-service teachers regarding the essence of the relation between a situation described in
a word problem and the mathematical model which is appropriate for its solution.

Research question

The over-arching research question was: Will the implementation of a planned sequence
of teaching generate a change of in-service teachers and pre-service teachers’ conceptions
of the role of mathematics and the meaning of adapting a mathematical model to the
solution of word problems (a modeling process)?

This study was conducted within the framework of two training workshops, one for in-
service teachers and the other for pre-service teachers. The study consisted of three
stages: the initial stage, during which the participants solved the first seven assignments;
the intervention stage, whereby they solved an assignment which presented a cognitive
conflict and aimed to raise awareness of modeling; and the final stage, in which they solved
nine additional assignments. The last stage was designed to check whether any changes had

4 The study was conducted with the support of ISF - Israeli Science Foundation (No. 59/06).
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transpired in the participants’ conceptions following the sequence of teaching presented
to them and mainly following the intervention stage. The sequence of assignments
dealt with four topics associated with problem solving: reality considerations, distinction
between problem types, mathematical status of solutions and conception of the roles of
mathematics. The solution of the assignments consisted of various activities, among them
individual solution of problems, reference to different solutions, problem categorization,
comparison of the problems in order to find the similarity and differentiation between
them, reference to experts’ interviews and discussions planned specially for underscoring
certain properties of the problems. The purpose of the activities was to generate a change
in the participants’ conceptions through the cognitive conflict and the entire process.
Finally, additional assignments were given in order to make sure that the teachers had
indeed undergone some change.

The research findings illustrate that an improvement has transpired among the in-service
teachers and pre-service teachers with regard to reality considerations. The intervention
program improved and enhanced the ability to distinguish between the problem types.
However, this improvement was more extensive among the pre-service teachers than
among the in-service teachers.

Furthermore, the research findings indicate a considerable improvement in the index of
mathematical status of the various problem solutions among the two participant groups.

In the two research groups an improvement transpired in the conception of the roles
of mathematics. This improvement expressed the final outcome of the three previous
stages, namely reference to reality considerations, distinction between problem types and
determination of the mathematical status of the solutions. That is, this stage comprises all
the components of multi-dimensional meta-cognitive thinking.

The contribution of this study resides in the examination and implementation of an
intervention program which encompasses a cognitive conflict. The findings illustrate
that the conflict and the discussion thereof facilitate improvement of the meta-cognitive
mathematical thinking of in-service teachers and pre-service teachers.
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Bauer Ela

The Tasks of Non- Jewish Education at the
Formation of Jewish Intelligentsia in Warsaw and
Low at the Late 19th Century

As in other parts of Europe, throughout the 19th century, also in Jewish and non- Jewish
surroundings in Kingdom Poland and Galicia it had already been acknowledged that
academic education was a vehicle to achieve social mobility and economic improvement.
However not like Western Europe in Galicia and Kingdom Poland education was not only
means for self improvement. In these territories it acknowledged that knowledge that was
gained by individuals should be utilize also for the benefit of the entire society. Nevertheless
at the last decades of the 19th century one could notice that in Warsaw and Lwdw among
the Jewish public several activists doubted whether modern non- Jewish education could
guarantee social mobility or dignity employment opportunities. At the last decades of
the 19th century, Jewish and Polish academics faced difficulty in obtaining employment
matching the level of their qualifications and studies. Thus young Jewish fellows wondered
if all the efforts they experienced during the time they studied in non- Jewish education
institutions were worth it. Among several young Jewish fellows and several members of
the Jewish secular intellectual circles, in Warsaw and Lwdw, new discussing had been
developed. What kind of education would guarantee the improvement of the Jewish
society? Did academic education provide professional training opportunities to those who
need it? This kind of discussion had consequence not only on the educational choices that
young Jewish fellows did. It also affected on the definition of intelligentsia as social layer
that included educated people.

In my presentation | would like to present this discussion its meaning and the different
approaches that developed in Warsaw and Lwéw among the locals Jewish intellectuals
circles regarding the contribution of non- Jewish education to the formation of Jewish
intelligentsia.
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Bauer Ela

To Observe, to Chat, or to Influence?
The Tasks of the Feuilletons According to
Nahum Sokolow

Throughout his life, Nahum Sokolow (1859-1936) was known as a gifted writer. The
spectrum of his writing was quite broad. It included poems, short and long stories, historical
romances, theater plays, feuilletons and articles. While his literary products are not part
of the modern Hebrew literary canon, his journalistic writings did gain wide recognition.
Sokolow was the best-known Jewish journalist of his era. Today he is considered the father
of modern Hebrew journalism. His achievements in both journalistic writing and editing
are still undeniable. The wide-spread appreciation and recognition of his talent was gained
also due to his feuilleton writing. Between the years 1881 and 1905, Sokolow wrote
thousands of Hebrew feuilletons, mostly on a daily basis. From 1888 until 1902 he also
wrote feuilletons in Polish on a weekly basis. The rich corpus of feuilletons had several
unique characteristics. In addition, the feuilletons, written on a daily and a weekly basis,
were a platform that helped Sokolow establish himself as a central figure in the Jewish
public life of Polish Jewry and beyond.

In my presentation, | will present the unique characteristics of the feuilletons that were
written by Sokolow, as well as what Sokolow was hoping to achieve via his feuilletons.
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Bresler Shlomit

Poetry Therapy as a path to dialogue

Writing a poem is considered intimate and reflective activity, encouraging inner dialogue
with the self. In therapy patients face relationships challenges which involve communication
difficulties with others. Can a poem written within therapeutic setting help the writer
transform the inner dialogue into a spoken one, which may lead to communication with
significant others in “reality”?
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Cofman-Simhon Sarit

The Suitcase in the Israeli Theatre:
Memory as Identity

Suitcases abound on Israeli stages. One finds them in mainstream theatres as well as fringe
theatres. They appear in shows staged in a variety of languages - Hebrew, Amharic, Arabic,
Yiddish, and others. Israeli theatre is thus responding to the geographical ephemerality
that characterizes almost all of its spectators' consciousness: basically, almost every single
person in Israel has experienced either migration or exile, - if not they themselves, at least
their parents. These are not fashionable, functional suitcases of travelers and tourists, but
containers of suffering and anxiety that encapsulate the identity of their owners. In Israel
they are utterly emblematic.

| would like to explore the representation of differences between exile and migrant
narratives in Israeli theatre, basing my analysis on the conceptualization of the various
epistemological positions of people on the move, taking a cue from Gilles Deleuze, Félix
Guattari and Rosi Braidotti. For lack of a better term, | will argue that migration might
become a neurosis, a state of mind of people “unhoused in being,” to paraphrase Martin
Heiddeger. | will focus on a number of Israeli plays that tackle people’s deterritorialization:
It Sounds Better in Amharic (the official language of Ethiopia) by Yossi Vassa, an Israeli
Ethiopian actor; Suitcase Packers, a canonic Israeli play by Hanoch Levin; Longing and Eyes,
two collaborative works by Palestinian and Israeli actors who make use of the Palestinian
poet Mahmoud Darwish’s poems; and Waiting for Godot by Samuel Beckett, staged by
Joshua Sobol at the Yiddishpiel Theatre in Tel-Aviv. All four productions center on the
suitcase as a stage-prop, and as a discourse of human mobility: in each play the suitcase
performs a different metaphor, according to the characters’ various epistemological
positions (immigrant, emigrant, exiled, refugee).
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Donitsa-Schmidt Smadar, Topaz Beverley

English Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs)
as a means of integrating Content and Language

Offering content courses in higher education using English as a Medium of Instruction (EMI)
has been suggested as a means to improve students’ proficiency in English, to promote
internationalization, to allow for student mobility and to increase employability.

In Israel, teacher education colleges use either Hebrew or Arabic as the language of
instruction and most do not offer EMI courses. Due to the perceived value of EMI courses
senior management in the largest teacher education college decided to introduce a less
conventional type of EMI component. Students were offered the option of registering to
an EMI content course via an international MOOC. An additional rationale was to expose
students to the existence of such platforms with the hopes that a successful experience
would make them want to study more courses in the future, thereby encouraging them to
pursue avenues for lifelong learning.

The research questions were: (1) What were the attitudes of position holders towards the
initiative? (2) What were the reactions of all students towards the initiative? (3) What were
the attitudes of those who studied in the course towards its added value?

The opportunity to participate and receive academic credits in an EMI MOOC was offered
to students in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences during the years 2015-2017.
So far 18 students have completed a course and more are expected to enroll by the end
of the academic year. Questionnaires were distributed to all students prior to enroliment
and on completion.

Results revealed mixed attitudes towards the initiative among position holders. Although
students expressed initial enthusiasm very few enrolled. Those who did, successfully
completed the course and despite difficulties, all expressed satisfaction and willingness to
take another such course in the future.

The presentation will elaborate on the challenges and opportunities that EMI MOOCs pose.
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Donitsa-Schmidt Smadar, Zuzovsky Ruth

Teacher Shortage and out-of-field
teaching in Israel

Israel, like many other western countries, suffered in the past few years from quantitative

teacher shortage. Previous studies conducted in Israel in 2010-2013 revealed that the
quantitative teacher shortage led to an extensive out-of-field phenomenon as a major
strategy used by school principals to overcome this shortage. This strategy of hiring out-
of-field teachers effected directly the quality of teaching and created a qualitative teacher
shortage. The quantitative and qualitative shortage were found to be more acute in certain
school subjects.

The current research to be presented in this symposium which was conducted in
2017-2018, five years after the previous study, examined again whether teacher shortage
still exists in the Israeli education system. The study focuses on several core school subjects
in the elementary and secondary schools including Math, Science, Hebrew, English as a
second language, Humanities, Computer Science and Special Education. Based on the
previous studies the assumption is that the existence of quantitative teacher shortage in
these school subjects influences the spread of the out-of-field teaching phenomena.

Data onteacher shortage was obtained by focusing on the gap between supply and demand
of teachers through an examination of job advertisements that appear regularly on the
teachers’ unioninternet site. The supply ads are placed by schools seeking to hire teachers;
the demand ads are posted by individuals seeking a teaching position. The examination
was carried out over a period of a year in 2017-2018. This enabled us to identify recurring
patterns and fluctuations of supply and demand over the school year. These data will be
complemented and compared to administrative national data on the number of student
teachers who majored in these school subjects and started teaching in schools in the
school year 2017. These data will shed light on the supply of qualified teachers in these
school subjects who entered the school system in the years preceding the studly.

The findings will show whether teacher education colleges manage to supply the demand
for teachers and whether the education system overcame the acute teacher shortage that
was found to exist in the past few years. The presentation will shed light on the dynamics of
teacher shortage throughout the year and on the reasons for the out-of-field phenomena
in certain school subjects in the Israeli context.
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Donitsa-Schmidt Smadar, Zuzovsky Ruth

The effect of formal, non-formal and informal
learning on teachers’ promotion to middle
leadership roles in schools

Teachers’ professional development occurs through multiple avenues. These include formal
learning activities such as credited studies in higher education institutions, non-formal
learning such as in-service workshops in teacher centers, or informal on-job experiences.
Studies that evaluated the effect of these learning experiences focused mainly on the
improvement of teachers’” knowledge, skills and instructional practices and ultimately on
students’ learning.

The present study examined the effect of formal, non-formal and informal learning
experiences on teachers’ promotion to middle leadership roles in their schools during
early career stages. Middle leadership roles are defined as posts of responsibility held by
teachers who are not regarded as part of the senior school management.

Analyses were based on data from two entire cohorts of Israeli teachers who completed
their pre-service programs in the years 2005-2006 and started teaching in elementary or
secondary schools (N=4,624). They were followed until 2015.

Results showed that Israeli teachers continue their formal and non-formal learning
alongside their teaching duties throughout their first decade of work. By the end of ten
years, about a quarter of the teachers were holding a middle leadership position. Findings
showed that all types of learning affected the holding of leadership positions; yet, the effect
was differential throughout the years. The effect of formal learning grew over the vyears,
and it became the most influential factor of teachers’ promotion to leadership roles after a
decade. Informal learning remained an influential factor throughout the years. Non-formal
learning had the lowest effect. Policy implications will be elaborated.
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Dvir Nurit, Schatz Oppenheimer

Narrative Pedagogy and teacher professional
development

In the last few years, many traditional professions are in crisis and in need of major
alteration. These changes have had an impact on professional education, especially in
human professions (nursing, psychology, medicine, social work, education etc.). Theories,
knowledge, skills and training methods are being revised, and the necessary for performing
these jobs are being reevaluated. This “professional turn” has promoted new pedagogies,
based on constructivist and hermeneutic approaches which can reflect the new and
innovative perceptions of what professional education should be. Narrative Pedagogy is
one of those new pedagogies.

During the 1980s, researchers in the human sciences developed a growing interest in
narrative pedagogy and methods for professional education. Narrative pedagogy is based
on sharing and interpreting stories and the act of storytelling. Sense — making of human
experience the world is the central of the teaching —learning process. Narrative Pedagogy is
gradually gaining prominence in the professional education curricula of various vocations,
including the field of education ( Kelchtermans, 2016; Ironside, 2015).

This study describes and examines the characteristics of Narrative Pedagogical approach,
as well as its implementation and potential contribution to teachers’ professional
development. Specifically, it assesses the pedagogy’s implementation in a workshop for
novice teachers, which have been taught by the authors of this paper for the past several
years.

In this study, the narrative investigation of life stories serves as both the method and
the object of the research. Life stories are a type of narrative, but they are also a tool
for examining narrative reality and understanding the identity of the one who tells them
(Bruner, 1987)

The data was collected from 43 final papers submitted, over the past three years, by
novice teachers who participated in a profession development course. These papers
included a written account of the students’ life stories, a reflection on the learning process
the students had experienced during the course, and any insights they had gained about
themselves (as learners and teachers), about their peers, about the learning process, and
about various issues associated with teaching and education.
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Narrative analysis and interpretation, was based on the interpretive-hermeneutic approach
(Josselson, 2004) and a thematic, holistic and categorical examination of content (Lieblich,
Tuval-Mashiach, & Zilber 1998).

Results show that narrative pedagogy exposed four knowledge types:
(1) Personal knowledge, as motivations for choosing teaching as a career

(2) Pedagogical knowledge as perceptions regarding learners diversity, norms’ behavioral,
values

(3) Content knowledge in their field as academic achievement, text analyzing
(4) Knowledge of narrative research in education.

To summarize we claim that the various types of professional knowledge are constructed by
personal and interpersonal processes. Integration with theoretical knowledge is an assent
process that can give response to the dramatic changes in professional development.
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Frogel Shai

“The Weak Science”:
Humanities and the Sciences

The great technological achievements of the modern natural sciences have given rise
to the impression that the only valid scientific approach is the empirical one. From this
perspective, the humanities cannot be defined as sciences, or, at best, should be regarded
as very weak sciences. Consequently, many studies in the humanities adopt empirical
research methods, recently even philosophy (empirical philosophy???), to gain scientific
recognition. Yet, since empirical methods by definition deal exclusively with facts, using
themtoinvestigate human reality de-humanizes this reality, leading from an epistemological
mistake to ethical distortion.

In the present paper, | contend that the only way to rehabilitate the humanities is by
emphasizing the essential difference between investigating nature and the human spirit
and its products (human culture). Elucidating this difference would enable establishing that
the humanities are “different sciences” rather than “weak sciences”, and that they do not
lean on empirical methods but on interpretation and human understanding.
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Gal Adiv, Gan Dafna

Developments in Students’ Environmental
Citizenship Following a Social and Educational
Experience in Nepal

Education for Sustainability (EfS) and environmental citizenship encourage activity that
takes place on a global scale. They seek to encourage a citizenship that is trans-national
and multi-cultural, to promote forms of citizenship based on fostering common values,
like tolerance, human rights and democracy, and to prepare the next generation to live
together in diverse societies. In accordance with the principles of these two frameworks,
we created a course for teacher trainees, which was conducted both in Israel and in Nepal.
This study was designed to assess how that course contributed to the development of
the local and global environmental perceptions of the students who participated in it, and
how it contributed to the development of their environmental citizenship. The course
included theoretical studies on the topics of sustainability, environmental citizenship and
social justice, which took place in Israel. It also included a practical learning experience,
which took place in Nepal. After the seminar, the students engaged in a two-and-a-half-
week educational activity, which took place at schools in villages located about nine
hours’ drive from Katmandu. This qualitative case study was based on the constructivist
approach. This study focused on the phenomenon of the influence of cultural differences
in the field of education and sustainability on the subjects’ perception of environmental
citizenship, at the level of each individual study participant following their experiences
in the Nepalese schools. The study was based on data from multiple sources: 12 semi-
structured interviews with students, conducted both before and after the trip to Nepal,
a focus group that included all of the participating students, an interview with the course
instructor, and the instructor’s journal documentation of the trip. Data analysis consisted
of first and second cycle coding, creating categories that arise from the interpretive
analysis of the data. The results combination of the theoretical course in Israel and the
practical experience in Nepal proved important to the students’ internalization of EfS and
environmental citizenship. Interviews showed that their experience abroad contributed to
the development of their understanding of principles in both fields. The Israeli students
were amazed by the Nepalese people’s ability to be happy despite the environmental
conditions. The students also showed an understanding of environmental citizenship’s
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emphasis on global responsibility and interdependence, based on the understanding that
“what happens here impacts what happens on the other side of the world.” In conclusion,
our results suggest that combining theoretical instruction with practical experience in a
developing nation helped the Israeli students attain a fuller appreciation of the principles
of sustainability and environmental citizenship.
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Gal Adiv, Gan Dafna

College Students’ Perceptions of Socio-Ecological
Systems in a Multicultural Society Context

Social and environmental injustice harm social-ecological systems, therefore preserving
such systems must include minimizing injustice. With this goal in mind, we created a
‘social-ecological system’ course for the Masters track of the environmental education
program at a teacher training college in Israel. The course, based on a series of field trips
and a transformative pedagogy, addresses the social-ecological systems in which the
multicultural conflict is intertwined. It was designed to promote better understanding
through intergroup collaboration and to acquaint students with the voices of individuals
who often go unheard. Furthermore, the course was based on the idea that the Arab-Jewish
conflict impacted social-ecological systems and therefore needed to be studied. This case
study was based on three sources of information: (1) an interpretive qualitative analysis of
semi-structured interviews; (2) twenty-four written reflections, comprised of three written
reflections from each of the eight participants; and (3) reflections and observations of
the course instructors. The basic assumption underlying the course was that creating a
positive, supportive group environment would promote meaningful learning, which would
then encourage students to be more open to understanding social-ecological systems.
The analysis was based on first and second cycle coding and category creation, which was
accomplished through inductive analysis and peer validation. Our findings indicated two
interconnected attributes: (a) the internal course context involved relationships between
the diverse cultures of the students and social-ecological systems: Despite the challenges,
the course created an initial acknowledgement and openness between the Jewish and
Arab groups, however technical difficulties and cultural differences led to tension and
eventual ambivalence among the course participants; (b) the external course context
concerned the Arab-Jewish conflict: Despite the exposure and discussions based on the
intercultural experience, the students refrained from openly discussing the Arab-Jewish
conflict. In conclusion, the course on ‘social-ecological’ systems successfully helped all its
students understand that social and ecological systems are inextricably interconnected. It
also succeeded in bringing some of the Muslim and Jewish student’s closer on a personal
level but not on a cultural level, as ideological gaps between Arabs and Jews were not
diminished.
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Gal Adiv, Gan Dafna

Social-ecological systems as perceived by Arab
and Jewish students via drawing analysis

Introduction

Israelis a country considered to have a rich variety of ecosystems, which are subject to social
pressures from conflicting groups. Consequently, this social pressure intensifies damage to
the ecosystem and its resilience (Avriel-Avni, Spektor-Levy, Zion, & Levi, 2010). Attempts to
reduce the damage are complicated by uncertain comprehension of the social-ecological
system concept. Endeavoring to help Arab and Jewish students understand the complexity
of social-ecological systems, a course was designed within the framework of an M.Ed. in
environmental education. The course was developed around three field trips showing
social-ecological systems, followed by student drawings indicating their understanding of
the systems. The aim of this study was to investigate Arab and Jewish students’ perceptions
of social-ecological systems through drawing analysis.

The study is grounded in two main lenses: meaningful learning and social-ecological
systems. Meaningful learning generates a conceptual change and facilitates understanding
of complex concepts (Novak, 2002). According to Carey (2009), the process of human
conceptualizationis performed at three levels of abstraction: “Sensory perception of reality”
is the conceptualization of the senses; “core cognition” is the organization of information
gathered by the senses; “intuitive theory” is the conceptualization of abstract thinking.
Drawing is one of the instruments used to examine the cognitive understanding of complex
concepts (Desjean-Perrotta, 2013). The social-ecological system is a concept that links the
interaction between humanity and the natural system, based on the understanding that
the natural system is important to humanity’s survival. To best preserve both systems, we
must understand their components — social and ecological —and their mutual interactions
(Folke, Colding, & Berkes, 2003). One important factor that influences social-ecological
systems is cultural background (Gal & Gan, 2017).

Methods

This study uses the phenomenographic qualitative approach, which provides different
methods for conceptualizing a phenomena and analyzing its graphic interpretations
(Marton, 1988). The study was based on an M.Ed. course utilizing three field trips to
different social-ecological systems. At the end of each field trip, students produced a
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drawing depicting the social-ecological system and an explanation of the drawing. In this
study, we examined the drawings of eight students (four Arab and four Jewish) from each
field trip for a total of 24 drawings. We used deductive analysis to determine the level
of abstraction per the following criteria: relative visual share of the social system to the
ecosystem; details present in the drawing; and reference to an emotional component
(Barak, 2012); sensory perception; core cognition; and intuitive theory (Carey, 2009).

Findings

Most Arab and Jewish students’ drawings of the social-ecological system displayed both
social and ecological components. In many cases, the social components were more
dominant than the ecological components (Figure 1). Associated with that finding, Arab
students tended to draw more people than Jewish students (Figure 2). Also, in several Arab
and Jewish drawings, an emotional component appeared. An example of an emotional
component appeared in the use of crying sun (Figure 3). Using Carey (2009), sensory
perception and core cognition were apparent in both Arab and Jewish drawings, while
intuitive theory was only present in Jewish work (Figure 4).

Discussion & Conclusions

Our findings indicate three levels of cognitive understanding (Carey, 2009), reflecting
comprehension of social-ecological systems. Differences between Arab and Jewish
students were apparent in their drawings of people, as Arab students emphasized social
aspects likely due to their cultural background. Also, displaying intuitive theory required a
different length of time for the students, often more than one field trip. Finally, the number
of items in the drawings attests to the importance of the painted component for the study
(Barak, 2012).

The importance of this study resides in understanding the concept and complexity of
social-ecological systems, as entrenched in the cultural differences between Arab and
Jewish students. This is essential, as many environmental education studies focus on
knowledge, attitudes, and perceptions rather than the context of social-ecological systems
(Skamp, 2010). Furthermore, this study contributes to methodology through its analysis of
drawings to understand perceptions of social-ecological systems between diverse cultures.
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Gan Alon

“The Seventh Day”

The contribution of the kibbutzim to shaping the image
of the Israeli soldier

The Six Day War produced a book that can be added to the pantheon of literary works that
have shaped the Israeli identity — “The Seventh Day: Soldiers’ Talk about the Six-Day War”.
The poet Hayim Guri wrote that the The Seventh Day was “The most important document
written so far about that war.... This book tells about a series of meetings that may shape
the soul and consciousness of a whole generation.”

The book was written and edited by soldiers from the Kibbutz Movement.

Out of the 679 fallen in the Six Day War, a quarter came from the kibbutzim, which at that
time constituted less than 4% of the country’s population. The kibbutz movement, more
than any other sector, was engulfed not only by jubilation, but also (and maybe mainly) by
mourning the heavy cost of loss of life.

This paper analyzes the influence of the “The Seventh Day” on shaping the image of the
Israeli soldier following the Six-Day War.
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Gan Dafna, Alkaher Iris, Avissar llana

The Role of Distributed Leadership in
Mainstreaming Environmental Sustainability into
Campus Life in an Israeli Teaching College:

A Case Study

Introduction & Significance

Distributed leadership has been reported in the literature as an effective management
approach foreducational organizations such as institutions of higher education (IHE) (Fullan,
2005). Unlike traditional leader-centric approaches, which focus on the role of individuals
leading a group of people, distributed leadership is practice centered, based on a view
of a process, and shared between leaders, followers, and the situation (Spillane, 2012).
The study presented here investigated the role of distributed leadership in the promotion
of sustainability in an Israeli teacher education college, at the level of organization as a
whole. Although distributed leadership has been found to be well suited to promoting
sustainability that calls for organization-wide change, studies that focus on this issue in the
context of sustainability in IHEs are rare.

Theoretical Framework, Study Site, & Research Questions

Based on the Multi-Level Model of Leadership Practice in higher education, taken from
Bolden, Petrov, and Gosling (2008) and from Woods, Bennett, Harvey, and Wise (2004),
we investigated how the characteristics of distributed leadership are expressed in three
central organization-wide structures in the college and how these aspects of distributed
leadership promote sustainability-oriented activities on campus. These structures include:
(1) A student group that marked the beginning of student leadership for sustainability
on campus; (2) The College ‘Green Council’, which included both staff and students, and
aimed to design the organization’s policy regarding the promotion of sustainability on
campus; (3) A professional development program for academic and administrative staff
that aimed to develop local sustainability activists among the college’s staff members.
Together, these structures represent three developmental phases of distributed leadership
for sustainability within the organization as a whole. We also explored in what ways aspects
of distributed leadership promote sustainability-oriented activities on campus. We used a
deductive and inductive interpretive approach in this case study.
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Findings

We found three organization-level processes that are based on the principles of distributed
leadership and promote sustainability on campus: 1) Distributed leadership enables
change in the organization’s internal culture with respect to mainstreaming sustainability
on a variety of levels that address individuals, groups, and the organization as a whole.
Although the institution’s administration did not explicitly declare distributed leadership
as their approach, central elements of distributed leadership were nevertheless strongly
represented in the three structures that were investigated. 2) Distributed leadership
leads to an integrative change by encouraging collaboration between the entire campus
population, including staff and students, and between different departments. These
collaborations established a holistic and systematic sustainability discourse on campus. 3)
Distributed leadership on campus enables the development of diverse ‘bottom-up’ and
‘top-down’ structures in the organization, which later became institutionalized.

Conclusions & Contributions

The institutionalization process in the college included financial, community, structural, and
academicdimensions. Although some researchers have emphasized that institutionalization
may lead to fixation and the stagnation of ideas, processes, policy, and structures, as well
as decreased creativity, our findings indicate that the distributed leadership at the college
investigated here led to a type of institutionalization that encourages creativity, innovation,
and entrepreneurship, generating multiple ideas, projects, and processes geared towards
the promotion of sustainability. In this sense the organizational institutionalization at this
college is not a common form of institutionalization in Israeli higher education, and could
serve as a model for developing positive institutionalization in other institutions seeking to
promote sustainability.

We also identified several challenges regarding the implementation of distributed
leadership in the organization, such as lack of coordination between ‘top-down’ and
‘bottom-up’ leadership (‘dislocated leadership’), a general lack of involvement in leadership
in the institution, mainly because it is seen as unappealing, unrewarding and unnecessary
(‘disengaged account of leadership’), and a partial accomplishment of the college’s vision
regarding the establishment of long-term intra-structural organizational collaborations (a
‘dysfunctional account of leadership’). Despite these challenges, our findings ultimately
support the idea that distributed leadership can contribute to the long-term, organization-
wide implementation of sustainability in higher education institutes. Therefore, we
recommend that institutions interested in sustainability adopt distributed leadership as
their major management approach.
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Gan Dafna, Gal Adiv

Organizational change: Pre-service students
leading environmental change in college

Over the last forty years in education spheres, sustainability has been viewed as a possible
solution to the environmental crisis (Rickinson, 2001). Recognizing the importance of
sustainability, educators, activists, and policymakers have searched for new ways to
introduce sustainability into higher education, resultingin organizational change (Brinkhurst,
Rose, Maurice, & Ackerman, 2011). This change has impacted higher education’s curricula,
behavior, learning outcomes, and infrastructure (Davim & Leal, 2016). This organizational
change has also led to the implementation of the green campus initiative, which includes
curricula application (e.g. knowledge, awareness, behavior) and daily life infrastructure in
support of pro-environmental behavior (e.g. recycling center, saving resources) (Kurland,
2011). A green campus in a teacher training institute may encourage pre-service teachers’
pro-environmental behavior, which is of importance due to a teacher’s role as a model for
youth — the future policy and decision makers of tomorrow (Pooley & O’Connor, 2000).
Consequently, these pre-service teachers wield the power, directly and indirectly, to affect
future environmental crises.

Organizational change in general and sustainability implementation in particular are
processes usually resistant to change (Moore, 2005; Szabla, 2007). The Human Reaction
and Action System (HRAS) model may help understanding change and its corresponding
resistance. The HRAS model includes three main change subsystems: content, context and
process of change, and the reactions and interactions among subsystems and resistance
to change (Szabla, 2007). This model is based on open system theory (Burke, 2008), which
represents inputs and outputs to the change system, and the interaction among influences
from organizational change and other subsystems. In this study, we defined “green campus”
as the system being investigated. We examined sustainability implementation at a teacher
training institute in Israel through the lens of organizational change in an open system.

The aim of this study was to analyze the implementation of the green campus initiative
through a student leadership group and its peer teaching of sustainability. This student
leadership group realized that, even though their institute was certified as a green campus
by the Ministry of Environment, there was low awareness and pro-environmental behavior
on the campus. To improve the situation, they taught a lesson on sustainability to first-
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year students. By analyzing change content, process, context, and their interactions and
reactions, this inquiry will identify possible reasons for green-campus-implementation
barriers. Finally, this study concludes with suggestions for better implementation and
subsequent change at green campuses.

Methods

This study includes student leader interviews (4), written reflections (10), and first-year
student open questionnaires (170). The interviews were analyzed based on the Szabla
(2009) model, which includes three subsystems (content, context, and process of change)
and interactions among these subsystems. Moreover, the analysis focused on resistance to

change. The questionnaires were analyzed with a deductive approach (Hsieh & Shannon,
2005).

Findings

The educational system comprises three main change recipients: students, teachers, and
administrators. The internal context indicated that students and administrators enhanced
the change process, whereas teachers impaired it. Several teachers ignored the student
leaders by not allowing the leaders to hold lessons in their classes, while others limited
the time for the lesson. The change content included behavioral change through raising
student, teacher, and visitor awareness of the green campus initiative. The change process
involved meeting administrators and approaching teachers to allow for 45 minutes of peer
teaching on sustainability in the classroom. Finally, the first-year students filled out an open
questionnaire, and the student leaders completed a reflection and interview. The reaction
to change was positive from first-year students and student leaders, but negative from
many teachers. Thus, the change did not take hold.

Conclusion

Thereis a divergence between administrator vision and teacher action. The main resistance
was in the change process and use of classroom time. The theoretical significance
of this study is the interaction between the change process model and sustainability
implementation in higher education. The practical contribution of this study is the potential
of student-led change. It is not enough to gain acceptance of the change content because
there needs to be acceptance of the change process by all levels of the organization.
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Gan Dafna, Gal Adiv, Falik Orna, Vaaknin Miytal

Students’ Emotional Response to Place Based
Education Focused on Protecting
the Lesser-Kestrel

A sense of belonging to one’s environment is defined as an attempt to be personally
involved in that environment. A strong sense of belonging is forged when environmental
involvement begins at a young age and continues uninterrupted over a long period of time.
It in turn generates a desire to take action on that environment’s behalf. This means that
feelings allow students to connect to the content that they learn, serve as a foundation for
the learning process, increase motivation to learn and to apply that knowledge by taking
environmental action. In light of the importance of positive affect to the learning process,
and in light of the emphasis that environmental education places on the need for students
to take action for the environment, environmental education must include components of
positive emotion as well as an intellectual experience. Therefore, we identified the types
of emotion that arose in students while engaging in environmental education - place-
based program. This study was based on a qualitative research paradigm, through which
we analyzed the emotional response of students engaged in the “Lesser-Kestrel” place-
based education program, and of students who had participated in the program in the
past. Data was gathered using 20-30 minute semi-structured interviews. We conducted
interviews with 50 of the 5th graders who had participated in the program that year, five
6th graders, two in 7th grade, and two in 8th. The interviews were analyzed inductively
and deductively. The categories were determined inductively, based on the emotions
raised by the students. The statements were divided into four primary categories: (1)
Learning processes included common positive expressions such as ‘fun’, ‘enjoyment’, and
‘affection” and none negative expressions; (2) Empowerment included common positive
expressions such as ‘anticipation’, ‘excitement’, ‘pride’, ‘happiness’, ‘responsibility’, and
common negative expression such as ‘pressure’, fear’, ‘anxiety about talking in front
of the adults’; (3) Outdoor activity included common positive expressions such as ‘fun’,
‘happiness’, ‘affection’, ‘enthusiasm’, ‘enjoyment’, and common negative expression
‘difficult’; (4) Attitudes towards nature and animals included common positive expressions
such as ‘wholehearted affection’, and common negative expressions such as ‘sadness’, ‘bad
feelings’, ‘lack of affection’. The students testified to having a positive learning experience in
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the program (75% of statements). The negative feelings they expressed primarily reflected
feelings of sadness and anger over humanity’s treatment of animals, rather than negative
attitudes toward the cognitive aspects of the learning process, towards the pedagogies
used in the program, or towards the processes of empowerment undergone by the
students. We also found that even years later, the students were still enthusiastic about
the experience of the program. Some had changed their attitudes and behaviors towards
the environment, and tied these changes to participation in the educational program. In
conclusion, the study’s results support the integration of affect, attitudes, knowledge and
the promotion of environmental behavior in environmental education programs.
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Liora Gvion

Old Tastes Rediscovered: Traditional Palestinian
Cookery in Israel Getting Modern

Historically, Palestinian homemakers, i.e. women, have been in charge of reproducing
and sustaining a distinctive Palestinian taste. This taste rests on the appreciation and
consumption of local and seasonal ingredients seasoned with unique spices which mark
Palestinian cookery and has been transmitted from one generation to the next as part of
females’ socialization. Ever since the foundation of the State of Israel and the enforcement
of Israeli citizenship on its Palestinian inhabitants, certain changes in Palestinian taste, as
produced and experienced in the home, have taken place. A cross generational study of
female Palestinian citizens of Israel, on which this paper is based, points to the processes
that have reconstructed contemporary Palestinian taste and the features marking it
as characteristic and as sustaining a national Palestinian identity. First, as in the past,
contemporary Palestinian taste in Israel reinforces the narrative of the Nakba which
revolves around exile, destruction of Palestinian infrastructure and changes in the structure
of the family and the community. Introducing herbs, legumes, baked goods and other
dishes eaten by the Nakba generation and teaching offspring to like them, Palestinians in
Israel link younger generations to the collective Palestinian national sentiment. Moreover,
these elements crystallize solidarity which revolves around the longing for a Palestinian
state with a native cuisine based on locality and seasonality. Second, Palestinian women
use their position as homemakers to expose their families to new cooking techniques,
ingredients, spices and dishes. These are introduced with the purpose of modernizing
members of the household and equipping them with necessary means to act and function
in Israeli public domains. Thus, the acquisition of tastes which partly resemble those of
Jewish Israelis facilitates visits to restaurants or cafeterias in universities or workplace,
meetings with Jewish Israelis over a meal or even shopping in big supermarket located
out of Palestinian villages and towns. Finally and most importantly, the incorporation of
new foods into the domestic Palestinian kitchen and the acquirement of tastes Palestinians
associate as modern, consists of the incorporation of ingredients or dishes external to
Palestinian cookery into Palestinian domestic kitchens. The process involved means of
social positioning of Palestinians in the Israeli public sphere and the establishment of a
national community that claims entitlement for recognition and full civil rights. As part
of this narrative, contemporary Palestinian taste which is grounded in the incorporation
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of industrially produced food items and new dishes into domestic kitchens. They are all
presented as practical solutions that enable women get an education, work full time and
still fulfill their domestic duties while contributing to the presence of Palestinians in Israeli
public spheres. Furthermore, the acquisition of new tastes sends a message according to
which Palestinians are modern and up-to-date citizens of Israel who select their modes of
participation in Israeli society while still preserving certain differences.
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Haisraeli Adam

Social Activism in Teacher Education

Educators should be first and foremost involved citizens and, hence, they should be aware
of social issues and have a clear political stance (Apple, 2013). To this end, they must be
familiar with various social issues, among them inequality and the struggle for social justice,
exclusion and silencing of particular groups, racism, multiculturalism, gender issues, and
environmental sustainability. In the classroom, educators are obliged to deal with current
conflicts and to present the underlying ideas. This approach is based on the principles of
critical humanist pedagogy, which aims to conduct educational dialogs and expose the
social hierarchy and power structure (Shor, 1996; Freire, 1985). Nowadays, and more
than ever before, Israel, European countries and other countries worldwide are facing
the challenge of promoting ideas of social equality and reducing the spread of racism and
xenophobia. Teachers, as well as educational institutions, can play an active and leading
role in promoting these values (Aloni & Weintrob, 2017).

Based on this approach, in year 2007 Seminar Hakibbutzim college, the largest teacher
education college in Israel, added a module to the requirements for earning a teaching
certificate, namely, the Social Activism Program, which aims to increase the political
awareness and the social involvement of the college’s future graduates (Yogev & Michaeli,
2009). A fundamental feature of this program is the combination of academic coursework
and field experience in community-based social involvement. The academic courses provide
the theoretical and conceptual framework regarding issues related to critical thinking,
whereas the community-based activity takes the form of active involvement in one of the
many and varied volunteer frameworks to which students can be referred. Thus, hands-
on volunteer work enables students to become familiar with and involved in the social
issues pertinent to the specific community or youth group, while at the same time, the
academic course serves as a means for students to analyze their field-based experiences
and formulate an overall understanding of the social reality. In the course of the volunteer
work, students receive educational guidance from professionals at the social organization
with which they are affiliated; thus, they are exposed to aspects of informal education and
volunteer frameworks, the very frameworks in which kindergarten- and school-children
spend their after-school hours.

In addition to its broad educational effect (approximately 600 teacher-trainees per year),
the program set out to accomplish an additional goal, namely, to help faculty members
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design teaching and learning methods that transcend the walls of the classroom and
college and encompass the entire Israeli social reality. Thus, learning takes place at the site
of social activity and in the educational frameworks to which the children belong, as well as
in the children’s homes and other locations in the relevant communities. Faculty members
who teach the academic courses of the program face the challenge of linking theory with
practice and applying the lessons to the context of daily life. Accordingly, performance
evaluation of both the students and the faculty members in these courses is based on their
ability to fashion an overarching view, informed by all they have learned from both the
personal experiences and the academic materials discussed.

Methodology

The program has been functioning successfully over the past ten years and, as mentioned,
is part of the required coursework that each and every student in the college must
complete. Different variations of the program have been implemented in other teacher
education colleges in Israel. Furthermore, the Israeli Ministry of Education intends to adopt
the program as part of its official teacher education policies, thus requiring the program’s
implementation in all teacher education colleges in Israel.

The insights we present here are based on having taught this program to thousands of
teacher-trainees over the years, and on our collaboration with hundreds of organizations
for social change and state-funded welfare institutions. In addition, the program’s efficacy
was evaluated several times, in order to better understand the challenges ahead (Yogev &
Michaeli, 2011).

Conclusions

The program serves as a model, because it merges academics with fieldwork and integrates
theory with practice, an approach that is of utmost importance and necessity in the realm
of teacher education. The program provides an innovative way to learn about social issues
and conflicts and gives new meaning to the students’ volunteer work, because it enables
them to conceptualize what they have learned from this experience. We have found that —
with certain adjustments— the program can be successfully implemented in other teacher
education colleges and institutions. This development supports the claim that teachers are
also educators and social activists.

In this session, we will present the Program for Social Activism and its underlying
educational, social, and values-based rationale. We will also describe in-depth two of
the voluntary activities available to students, as well as two of the academic courses of
the program that require teacher educators and students to draw conclusions from the
combination of theory and practice.
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Joseph Gili, Yaakobi Avigdor, Ram-Tsur Ronit, Getz Miri, Avissar llana

Spaced learning: An approach to minimize the
forgetting curve, or much more?

Background: While the forgetting curve is considered by cognitive psychology as a major
obstacle to the learning process, repeated retrievals and spacing are found to be very
effective for preserving the consolidation process. Though much study has been done in
the laboratory, there is a lack of knowledge about how spaced learning pedagogy relates to
cognitive abilities or to higher order levels of thinking in field studies.

The aim of this study was to investigate the novel pedagogy of spaced learning in higher
education. Determining whether connections existed between students’ cognitive skills
and memory enhancement, and whether such connections helped students conceptualize
science material was most important.

Method - 176 college students participated. The control group studied two lessons using
massive teaching, while the study group was taught the same subject in a single-spaced
learning lesson. At weeks 1 and 4, after the lessons, participants” memory and high order
thinking were evaluated by tests that included recognition and recall questions. Academic
data, personality profiling, and metacognitive evaluations were conducted for each student.

Results - In addition to timesaving benefits, as opposed to massive learning, spaced
learning was significantly more beneficial for higher order thinking that requires creativity
or synthesis of new concepts. Moreover, the study group showed greater accuracy in
higher order recall questions in the week 4 testing, especially those students with high
psychometric abilities.

Conclusion - spaced learning can be used as a teaching strategy to enhance higher-order
thinking, especially for students with high psychometric abilities.
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Kahat Hannah

Theological Implications of Feminist Bible
Criticism

Feminist criticism of the Bible is a cornerstone of feminist struggle. Elizabeth Cady Stanton
wrote the series The Woman's Bible (1895-1898), which exposed the clear gender bias
in the biblical text; the male language, the preference for men, and the humiliating and
discriminatory status of women. Kate Millett, in her 1969 book Sexual Politics, showed
how hidden ways of manipulating power continue to consolidate and perpetuate the
dominance of men and the subordination of women. Her famous claim was that “God
stands on the side of the Patriarchate”. Feminist criticism thus became an integral part of
the deconstructionist discourse of the Bible.

Since the 1960s, an opposite trend developed, trying to bridge the gap between the Bible
and feminist ideology. Phyllis Trible in her influential 1973 article “Depatriarchalizing in
Biblical Interpretation” proposed to reread the scriptures free of the existing patriarchal
interpretation. Mieke Bal wrote a brilliant interpretive trilogy in this vein. Their approach
seeks to listen to other, subversive voices, feminine voices and anti-patriarchal, emanating
from the Bible. Following this trend, some Jewish women wrote feminist theological
criticism of the Bible and tradition in the 1970s and, after a process of theological
integration, proposed a new dialogical and constructivist feminist interpretation, that
enables the design of a new Jewish feminist theology.

In my 2008 book Women’s Torah Study, | researched the methods and motives of those
who study the Torah in this way. Along with the historical and anthropological explanation
of the text, they present the feminist critique. They propose a moral reform of biblical
laws, as well as bringing female characters from the margins to the center, making their
silenced voices heard, and exposing hidden voices within the ancient text that protest
gender discrimination. Using an interdisciplinary approach, they provide tools to crack the
heretofore exclusive codes of reading canonical texts, allowing for inclusiveness toward the
“other” and criticism of the traditional androcentric position.

In my lecture, | will present theological implications of this method of interpretation,
focusing on how it may change traditional notions of Torah and divine revelation.
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Katzin Ori

Instructing Teachers of Refugee Pupils —
Transparency, Choice and Sharing

Children’s lives in refugee camps are characterized by destabilization and fragmentation of
their lives, by non-provision of basic and essential needs, inability to identify order in the
world surrounding them and incapacity to understand and anticipate the events around
them.

This lecture will present a case study of a course instructed by the author to teachersin a
girls” school where most of the pupils live in the Shu’afat refugee camp in East Jerusalem.

The major obstacles in educating these pupils and improving scholastic achievements
are not only the living conditions in the camp, but their overall feeling of powerlessness,
passive behavior and their lack of motivation to learn.

Onthe basis of self-determination theory developed by the humanistic stream of psychology
and expanded by Deci and Ryan, and Asor, the author developed a teaching approach for
implementation in the classroom, which is focused on addressing the fundamental need
for autonomy.

The principles of this approach are transparency, choice and sharing. Transparency for
the pupils exists by revealing the teacher’s judgment and decisions regarding the goals of
the studies, the means of instruction, and ways of evaluating learning. Choice is achieved
by pupil selection of the learning activity and sharing is pupil involvement in the learning
assessment through execution of actual learning performance tasks.

Conclusions from the course indicate that it is imperative to bolster teacher training
regarding revealing and expression of the reasoning for various teaching activities and to
expand teachers’ arsenal of learning performance tasks.
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Khalid Arar, Izhar Oplatka

Jewish & Arab principals’ workload and stress in
an accountability reform era

Decentralizing reforms that aim to improve school effectiveness and enhance education
and learning achievements have increasingly encouraged the adoption of two education
reforms in the Israeli education system, along with school-based management in 560
elementary schools in Israel. The aims of this study were twofold: (1) To explore and
compare the workload experienced by school principals in the Jewish and Arab education
systems following the implementation of these reforms; (2) To examine the influences of
this implementation on the principal’s role performance, including time management.

Three themes derived from qualitative data analysis of 32 interviews with Arab school
principals and 40 interviews with Jewish school principals:

(a) Negotiation between conflicting expectations of stakeholders, including redefinition
of the teacher’s role; increasing teachers’ presence in school to 36 hours in elementary
schoolsand 40 hours in middle and high schools; and meeting expectations of stakeholders,
such as teachers’ union, inspectors, or school mentors during the implementation
phase. Furthermore, the transition to self-management requires the Arab principal to
reorganize use of resources, under the shadow of an inherent deficit of resources and
lack of cooperation with local government education administrations. In contrast, Jewish
principals usually faced workload due to stakeholders, especially parents, over-involvement
in school management.

(b) Similarly, the Jewish and Arab principals reported changing their work day towards over-
involvement in management and control of teachers’ attendance; too much time spent on
endless reports and forms, increasing stress and exhaustion; and overwhelming supervisory
activities that the principal is required to perform compared to the past. Moreover, Arab
principals confronted the interferences of hamulas (extend families) interferences in
principals decision towards teachers.

(c) Accountability policy, expressed by an exam regime (such as the National Test of School
Efficiency and Success Indices), teacher evaluation and climate evaluation, which create
isolation, work overload, and inefficient time management. Principals are expected to
keep the school accountable, manage data and meet controversial expectations. The direct
result is that the principal is denied quality time at school and face many barriers when
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attempting to adopt forms of instructional leadership.

The presentation concludes with the need to increase teachers’ autonomy in the direction
of self-reporting mechanisms, and work as co-principals in order to administer the school
and to lead it pedagogically. Thus, alleviating, to some extent, the principal’s workload and
its concomitant stress, that is experienced differently among principals who function in two
different cultures.
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Kritz Michael

Promoting Satisfaction in Online Courses

Online Teaching in teacher training colleges has become part of training towards schools of
the future. Colleges are opening more and more massive online courses. Skills to integrate
technology into learning are becoming increasingly important both for the college students’
studies and for their ability to fit into the schools of the future. The Ministry of Education
considers the student’s ability to fit into schools today, not to mention the schools of the
future, as one of its main goals, and the goal is that colleges will train graduates who will
be able to lead changes and implement technology in schools. Therefore, it is important
to assess the contribution of the online courses for the technology literacy of teacher
trainees. The proposed research will analyse the contribution of the various methods of
online courses (Hybrid, Online, MOOC’s) for a length span of several years, at a width span
of various student populations, undergraduate and graduate students. This study examines
the attitudes and perceptions of students in various courses in several areas: the teaching
process, the contribution of online tools, self-study, satisfaction,

contribution to the learning, implementing different learning tasks, and the use of
technology for teaching and learning. The questions which have arisen focus on the pros
and cons of each model, the contribution of each model to students’ perceptions on the
integration of ICT in teaching and its influence on students’ achievements. The study used
questionnaires based on the MOFET research network, students’ achievements, courses’
outcomes and interviews with students from all courses. The findings will be used to discuss
the controversy regarding implementation of online courses in colleges of education as
part of the curriculum.
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Markovits Zvia, Forgasz Helen

Prospective preschool teachers’ beliefs about
mathematics before and after a mathematics
teaching course

In this study we reveal the beliefs about mathematics held by 42 prospective preschool
teachers prior to and after a one semester course devoted to the teaching of mathematics
in the early childhood years. Results suggest that many of the prospective teachers
explicitly expressed negative beliefs about mathematics as well as implicitly via the ‘animal
metaphor’. The course made a small change in teachers’ beliefs, suggesting that much
more has to be done for a meaningful change, so that prospective preschool teachers can
engage in mathematics with young children positively.
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Melamed Orly, Wadmany Rivka

Assessment of innovation dimensions
in a MOOC course “New Media in Education”
focused on PBL plans

Education for entrepreneurship is important in the age of accelerated technological
change. MOOC courses, based on multiple choice automatic tests and on peer assessment,
are expanding in higher education. MOOC courses in the new media, entrepreneurship
and innovation fields are challenging its pedagogical developers to create a clear and
measureable peer assessment process of innovative plans and projects. Research shows
thatinnovation is animportant criterion of evaluation; however, the concept has conflicting
definitions.

The objectives of our action research are to study, about and from the analysis of peer
assessments, how to improve the evaluation of PBL plans and its innovative aspects.

We analyzed 789 peer written assessments and grades of 89 PBL plans, which were
submitted to ‘New Media in Education” MOOC course in 2016. The research is based on
quantitative and qualitative analysis of peers’ feedbacks.

Correlations were processed among peers final marks, innovation marks and other
assessment categories of PBL plans marks. Regression analysis model indicates that
compatibility of PBL plans to educational needs and its innovation are the strongest
predictive factors of peers’ final marks.

The justifications of PBL plans assessments and of innovation assessment were analyzed
through qualitative research.

The research findings recommend how to improve peer assessment process and how
to supply guidelines for the assessment of innovation and other categories of PBL plans,
based on new media and digital pedagogy.
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Mishal Adina

Comparative analysis between the reproductive
strategies of the cultivated Moringa oleifera and
its wild and endangered relative
Moringa peregrina

The Moringaceae is a family of 13 species portraying a range of adaptations to mostly dry
or wet tropical habitats.

This study is focused on comparative analysis of two closely related species; Moringa
peregrine; a wild plant, native to Israel, in the dry tropical regions, and Moringa oleifera;
a native to the wet tropics of India and is now prevalent throughout warm tropical or
Mediterranean regions. Both species are utilized for food, medicine, energy and cosmetics.

Despite the increasing interest in these plants, very little is known about their sexual
reproduction and its significance for the production of seed-oil yields. In order to
characterize the reproductive strategies of both species we conducted a study on mature
trees under Mediterranean conditions. We recorded bloom phenology and compared the
foraging behavior of the two most frequent flower visitors; the honey bee (Apis mellifera)
and the carpenter bee (Xylocopa pubescence). We found that M. peregrina bloom was
bimodal while that of M. oleifera peaked only once. Visitation rate and number of visited
flowers of the honey bee were significantly higher than those of the carpenter bee.

The pollen grains of both species were found to be uniquely immersed in copious amounts
of a cream-like substance (pollenkit). Removal of this pollenkit resulted in reduced viability
under hot temperatures (40°C) and reduced invitro germinability, which was restored
when it was pre-hydrated.

Close inspection of the pistil revealed that the style was a hollow tube with the receptive
tissue present > Imm inside the tube. Attempts to force pollen inside the stylar tube
resulted in a significantly larger number of grains reaching the receptive region when
the pollenkit was present, further stressing the significance of this unique media to the
reproductive success. The stylar tube was also found to preserve pollen viability under
extreme temperatures.
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Naishtat Bornstein Lilach

“DeconstruChristabel: Barefoot Reading in
Coleridge’s Christabel”

“Poetry gives most pleasure when only generally and not perfectly understood*(Coleridge
1957-2000, I: 383). And indeed, the hundreds of interpretations written about his Christabel
(Coleridge 2001) since its publication in 1816, do not provide a perfect understanding of it.
If itis true, as well, that a poem’s literary value may be gauged by its “untranslatableness in
words of the same language” (Coleridge 1983, Il: 142), perhaps it is not so surprising that
a group of Israeli female lay readers, in discussing a Hebrew translation of this fragment,
offered significant insights into it.

The paper proposes an interdisciplinary examination of the interpretative process,
implementing historical and ethnographical methodologies. This work draws on my
recently completed doctoral dissertation, Stories of Reading in Christabel: Interpretation
of a Fragment in a Group, which compares between Christabel’s expert interpretations--
by intellectuals, poets and literary scholars that relied on broad contexts of knowledge--
and the Israeli group, that interprets a text that is linguistically, historically and culturally
foreign to them, using self and group observations in order to set about exploring it.
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Naishtat Bornstein Lilach

“Il am Their Jew": The Testimony of Karla Raveh
(1927-2017) in Lemgo

After her entire family was murdered in the Holocaust, Karla Raveh (1927-2017) left
Germany and rebuilt her life in Israel. For forty years she kept silent until a letter from
Germany changed her life. For the past thirty years Karla lives between two worlds. In
Germany she is famous and revered persona, a museum and a school carrying her name.
Each summer she spent several months living in her childhood home, which has been
converted into a museum, and she bears testimony to thousands of people. Yet in the
course of her life in Israel she was completely silent about her past. Why did she not give
voice to her testimony in Hebrew? What forces had created this complex reality? Only
recently, following the film and book published by the author, her story was revealed
in Israel. Karla Raveh passed away on May 2017, in Germany, several days after a grand
ceremony for her 90th birthday. She is buried in the cemetery in Tivon, near Haifa, in Israel.

The paper presents a ground-breaking story of a woman who lost everything and, after
forty years of silence — dared to give testimony in German of all languages. As we face the
imminent disappearance of the last survivors of the Holocaust, the controversial story of
Karla Raveh raises urgent questions.
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Patkin Dorit

Fables, Language and Mathematics

This research discusses a unique approach to mathematics teaching, grounded in the use
of examples taken from the world around us and implemented in two 4th grade classes.
It presents literacy activities designed to foster a language of mathematics for all pupil
populations (mainstream, gifted and pupils with special needs) and highlights the relation
between the daily language and the language of mathematics. The concept is rooted in
the requirement to strengthen the inter-disciplinary connections in different systems,
including education systems. The activities focus on the positive effect of integrating
fables as literary genre for improving the language of mathematics, reducing the fear of
mathematics teaching and increasing the satisfaction with mathematics. The research
population is 160 pupils in the 4th grade. school. They have engaged in numerous
activities during several lessons and conducted a discourse related to each activity. The
activities are based on a fable by Jean de Lafontaine, a didactic literary work, designed
to instill moral values and wisdom. The findings indicate that using intriguing fables that
stimulate mathematics thinking, leading to an educational lesson promotes the positive
approach to the teaching of mathematics and to using the language of mathematics. At the
beginning of the study, 75% of the participants testified that learning mathematics terms
is considered difficult. However, after learning them, by using the 90% changed their view,
saying they felt more confident in learning the terms. Hence, it is highly recommended
integrating in mathematics lessons activities like those presented above as well as a multi-
disciplinary practice which will entail pupils’ better and more meaningful comprehension
of mathematics and will enrich knowledge of this subject.
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Ribke Nahuel

Requiem Pop Albums as an Extreme Cross Media
Reality: A Cultural and Economic Analysis of Grief
in Contemporary Cultural Industries

The release of Leonard Cohen’s and David Bowie's last disc in 2016, a few days before they
passed away, brought the attention of critics and audiences to some common traits among
them. Both discs were announced when rumors and news spread on the media about the
fact both artist were terminally ill. The lyrics, musical and esthetic choices made by the
artists contained clear references to the end of their lives and were described as a final
message, a self-eulogy of the artists approaching the end of their careers and their lives.
Throughout this article, | propose to analyze cultural and economic features surrounding
the production and reception of both discs, pointing to the emergence of a “Requiem Pop
Albums Genre” which combines both traits of sacral rites and religious ceremonies as well
as technologies and marketing strategies attuned with XXI Century cultural industries.
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Ronen llana

Misconceptions: A barrier or a learning
opportunity? empathic space, intuitive
responses, misconceptions, pre-service teachers

How does giving an immediate, intuitive response impact its quality? What are the features
of an intuitive response? How is this related to misconceptions? And how can pre-service
teachers (PSTs) use these misconceptions to help learners understand?

This is a comprehensive qualitative research based on interview. The participants - forty
PSTs were in their third year of training, majoring in science and mathematics, and they
had disciplinary knowledge and experience in school practice. Thirty PSTs were majoring in
Elementary Schoolinstruction and ten were majoring in Middle Schoolinstruction. Each PSTs
was interviewed for about thirty minutes. The study aims at examining the PSTs" incorrect
responses to a non-conserved quantity in two simple and well-known conservation tasks,
as well as at enlightening the feelings and thoughts of PSTs about learning and instruction
by confronting them with their incorrect responses to conservation tasks.

Such incorrect responses have intuitive characteristics, such as immediate use, self-
evidence, great confidence and perseverance (Fischbein, 1987; Kahneman, 2011).

The main findings follow the “Aha” moments that PSTs in the study experienced: when
they understood the source of their own incorrect response; when a sense of spontaneous
and authentic empathy was evoked among PSTs; and when they realize the importance
of the empathic space: shifting pedagogy from content-centered teaching to learning-
centered teaching.
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Ronen Tali, Shalit Lilach

To move on in education

Abstract:

The presentation engages in the use of movement and Eshkol-Wachman Movement
Notation for exercising and improving coordinative abilities and spatial orientation as
well as improving attention skills. The presentation integrates the study of EWMN basic
principles, and practical physical exercises. Furthermore, it provides practical and applied
tools for the improvement of motor abilities and learning skills.

Learning subjects:

The learning subjects are taken from the basic principles of EWMN. These principles
are based on the human body structure, motor capabilities of the moving body and the
manuscript page for writing the movements.

»  Coordination exercises: different structures — from the simple to the complex.
e |nitial movement analysis: type, direction, path, range.
»  QOptions of symbolizing physical movement on a designated manuscript page.

*  Perception of space and its division into an overall system of reference for movement,
“body-oriented” space and “absolute” space.

» Different references to movement time — movement and pause, movement rhythm,
duration.

e Planning a series of exercises for motor practice with learners from the different
populations, based on personal experience.

The learning subjects can be chosen and adapted to the participants.

Target Population:
English-speakers

Groups of up to 20 participants (There is no need for early movement knowledge)

Scope of the presentation:
30 minutes

Required means for the presentation:
A space that allows movement according to the number of participants.
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Rozner Einat

Teacher Education College Instructors creating a
multicultural professional community of practice

Recently, researchers have been studying the development of professional community of
inquiry in Education, and has emphasizing the importance of the involvement of teachers
in planning and designing learning environment as one way to encourage professional
development (Voot etal. 2015).

Fullan claimed (Fullan, 2011), that shifting the staff to a professional learning community
of inquiry will improve their pedagogical qualities; on a personal level witch will lead to an
effective change process.

Virtual learning communities, reaching beyond geographical limitation and time, allow
broader collaborative learning and social interaction among learners synchronously and
asynchronously. Such community operates in Technology, Education & Cultural Diversity
(TEC) center.

The community holds about 22 instructors from various colleges in the country associated
with the secular-religious Jewish and Arab, collaborating in developing four academic
courses approved by the Higher Educational Council. Academic and social activities,
discussion of new pedagogical models as well as other issues arising from teaching and
learning in multicultural online environments
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Scheflan Katzav Hadara

Mamartist - the voice of the mother in
contemporary Israeli art

What is the contribution of female artists who are also mothers to contemporary art?
What is the contribution of the mothering experience to the creative mother?

These questions become relevant in our time, when more and more female artists are
creating art while they also function as mothers (Unlike the past in which marriage or
motherhood often ended the female artist’s career).

Although the maternal image was very common in art history, the mother herself was
never perceived as a subject but always as an object. In this situation, where the mother
is assumed transparent, a figure given to automatic rendering through social/cultural
symbolization by someone who is not the mother herself — it has been hard to find the
maternal subjectivity in representations of the mother.

We need a matricentric perspective to produce a theory that sees great importance in
the artistic creation of mothers and their influence on the entire culture. Such a theory
refuses the mother’s transparency and strives to present her as a productive subject with
fantasies, anxieties, and desires of her own - which are expressed in art and are worthy of
being considered important.

This study examines the relationship between maternal subjectivity and female creativity
through the creation of contemporary Israeli artists.
| will present 3 contemporary Israeli artists who represent various issues related to the
universal and Israeli mother experience. Such as: relationship to the body after birth,
mother-daughter relations, postpartum depression, motherhood and migration, mothers
and the army, Holocaust survivor parents and more.
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Schur Yaron, Gal Adiv, Gan Dafna, Nevo Efrat

Teaching for understanding social-ecological
systems using Dynamic Learning and Thinking
Journey

Our research was done with 20 M.Ed. students learning in the environmental education
program who learnt a course about social-ecological systems. They went to three field trips
to observe and analyze different systems in real environments and learn about them. They
drew the systems and explained their drawings. Though the students had prior knowledge
about social-ecological systems, they found it difficult to observe a real system and be able
to connect the theory to the reality. We used the ideas of Dynamic Learning for learning
about the specific system and those of Thinking Journey for developing the understanding
through the use of multiple perspectives. In each system, the students went through a
Dynamic Learning phase of learning in relation to the specific environment that they saw.
Learning did not stop in each environment; the students experienced a Thinking Journey,
where they used in other environments the theoretical elements and connected them
to real systems. Our findings suggest that the conceptual change processes of specific
students related to their ability to use abstract thinking in connection with the real features
of specific systems. An analysis system was developed that enabled us to measure the
understanding levels of the students. The analysis of drawings enabled us to listen to the
unique learning path of each student.
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Seifert Tami

Smartphone Implementation from Lecturers,
Teachers, Students and Pupils’ Perspectives

The disparity between educational standards and reality outside educational institutions
is increasing. Alternative learning infrastructure such as ML are becoming more
common, and are challenging long held, traditional modes of teaching. The aim of the
study was to examine the attitudes of lecturers, teachers, students and pupils towards
the implementation of smartphones in education. Moreover, it explored smartphones’
based teaching and learning processes and recommendation towards the integration of
smartphones in the learning process.

The study consisted of 354 participants and was conducted by a qualitative and quantitative
analysis. Relevant information was collected based on the questionnaires administered to
the participants with regard to the usage they implement and suggest and their attitudes
towards the implementation of smartphones in education. In addition, eight semi-
structured interviews were carried out.

The findings indicate differences between subjects regarding personal uses they make
with smartphones, level of technical difficulties they face, their attitudes towards the
implementation of smartphones in education and the types of usage implemented and
suggested before and after gaining experience with ML aided smartphones. Harnessing
the availability of mobile devices for teaching and learning can empower the learning
anywhere and at any time and make learning relevant and adjusted to the information-
savvy society in which we live.
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Seifert Tami

Enhancing Professional Development through
Customized Consultation

Educational technology is an integral and indispensable element of higher education
teaching design. It is thus crucial that lecturers have knowledge and skills on how to design
technology-enhanced teaching and be able to create successful technology-enhanced
learning.

The literature reveals that professional development programs and courses have only
a low impact on lecturers’ teaching practice (Lawless & Pellegrino, 2007; Alvarez et al.,
2009). Kirkpatrick and Kirkpatrick (2006) evaluation framework for evaluating professional
development training programs was implemented in a longitudinal study. The model
conceives of four levels at which training impact might be evaluated: participant’s
satisfaction, learning, application of what was learned and the connection of the results of
training to organizational outcomes.

Various types of customized consultation meetings regarding pedagogical-technological
aspects were proffered by the ICT unit according to the content, style and needs of the
lecturers: Personal meetings varying in length, group meetings, workshops, synchronous
and asynchronous. The educational vision and philosophy of the institution and the level of
integration of the professional development program into the lecturer’s teaching practice
were important factors in determining the level of change obtained.
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Seifert Tami, Har-Paz Carla

Mobile Learning and its Effects on Self-regulated
Learning and School Achievements in
an EFL High School Class

The objective of this research was to find out whether the implementation of mobile
learning pedagogies in a high school classroom can educate high school students to
become independent learners, who are able to regulate their learning, and improve their
achievements. For this purpose, a mobile learning teaching unit was designed following
appropriate mobile learning design theories.

The quantitative data has been analyzed statistically while an inductive method was
applied to analyze the qualitative data. The findings have been analyzed by taking into
consideration the self-regulation scales of motivation and learning strategies, together
with the significance of the students’ scores.

The results of this study show that the implementation of a mobile learning teaching
unit with a small group of students during a short period of time does not affect the self-
regulation learning abilities of the students. However, it does reveal an increase in external
and internal motivation together with a shift in the application of learning strategies, which
find expression in the significant increase in students’ scores after the intervention. As a
result, a two-stage model has been proposed aiming to educate teenagers to become
agents of their learning while they practice mobile learning as well as the implementation
of mobile seamless learning to promote a self-regulated learning.
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Shabtay Galit, Heyd-Metzuyanim Einat

Frames of explorative and ritual instruction as
reflected in teachers’ discourse

Twelve elementary-school teachers were interviewed regarding their identity as
mathematics learners, and their practices as mathematics teachers based on “vignettes”
of different types of teaching — high or low in students’ struggle, and high or low in
attention towards concepts. Those teachers were also requested to solve an unfamiliar
mathematical problem. The interviews were transcribed verbatim. Analysis, inspired by
the commognitive framework and socio-linguistic theory, coded teachers’ pedagogical
as well as mathematical discourse into “explorative” vs. “ritual” frames. Findings show
teachers who spoke more exploratively about teaching and learning also tended to
participate exploratively in the problem-solving activity and vice versa. In addition, “mixed”
teachers who talked about the social (subjectifying) aspects of explorations but not about
the mathematizing aspects of explorations, also participated ritually in the mathematical
discourse.
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Shabtay Galit, Heyd-Metzuyanim Einat

Teachers’ discourse On students’ conceptual
understanding and struggle

We employ a communicational lens on the discourse of elementary mathematics teachers,
asked to identify themselves with relation to vignettes describing four teaching types:
high/low student struggle and high/low attention to concepts. Our goal is to examine the
narratives that support low struggle or low attention to concepts. Data included interviews
with four experienced elementary school teachers. Findings show that teachers had a
coherent story for why they adopted or rejected each teaching type and that support of
other-than-optimal teaching types was related to their conceptualization of “learning with
understanding” as well as the ways in which they identify students of different “abilities”.
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Shabtay Galit, Heyd-Metzuyanim Einat

Examining Teachers’ discourse on Students’
Struggle through figured worlds

We apply the lens of figured worlds on teachers’ pedagogic discourse to understand their
identity and practice in relation to offering students opportunities to struggle. The study
involved 12 elementary mathematics teachers who were interviewed based on teaching
vignettes - short stories exemplifying teaching that is high/low in students” opportunities
for struggle. Two distinct figured worlds were identified: the world of “acquisition” and
the world of “exploration”. Teachers belonging to each of these worlds differed in their
interpretations of identical vignettes depicting students’ struggle, and their identities as
teachers cohered with these interpretations. Implications of these results on attempts to
reform teachers’ practice towards explorative instruction are discussed.
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Adi Sharabi

The role of family climate, sense of coherence
and loneliness in predicting general
and academic self-efficacy among adolescents
with SLD

Abstract

The goal of this study was to explore personal and familial predictors of general and
academic self-efficacy among adolescents with and without specific learning disorders
(SLD). Participants were 200 high school students (ages 14-15 years, grades 9) attending
general education classes in urban areas of central Israel: 57 students with SLD (32 boys,
25 girls) and 143 students without SLD (76 boys, 66 girls). Students reported their general
and academic self-efficacy (SE and ASE), family climate, sense of coherence (SOC) and
loneliness. Results showed that students with SLD reported lower levels of general and
academic self-efficacy and higher levels of loneliness. Their self-efficacy was positively
related to their family climate (family cohesion and family adaptability), SOC, and negatively
related to their loneliness. Hierarchical multiple regression analyses indicated the unique
contribution of SLD in predicting both general and academic self-efficacy. Family cohesion
and SOC contributed to both SE and ASE, while family adaptability and loneliness predicted
only students’ general SE. Theoretical and educational implications will be presented.
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Shrieber Betty

The impact of using iPad apps on the
participation of students with ADHD,
SLD and ASD

The purpose of the presentation is to present various findings that have examined the
impact of using iPad apps to enhance the participation, initiation of tasks (Executive
Function) and motivation of students with attention Deficit Disorder (ADHD), Specific
Learning Disorders (SLD), and students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).

The first research examined the contribution of timers and mind mapping app for the
development of time estimation and cognitive organization in eight students with
Specific Learning Disorder (SLD) and/or ADHD. The data collection included a motivation
questionnaire that was presented to the students before and after the intervention
and time measurement before and after tasks in order to examine the students’ time
estimation. The qualitative findings showed a higher motivational level for learning, mainly
in the statements of willingness to engage in authorized assignments and to learn new
things. In addition, the research findings indicate that the assistive technologies that were
chosen for that study, such as timers and mind mapping had an important effect on time
estimation and on the students’ capability to organize their materials.

The second study dealt with the contribution of music to the development of memory
sequence (working memory) in a first-grade student with high functioning ASD studying
in a regular classroom using an iPad along with musical instruments. The study aimed
to examine the similarities and differences in working with musical instruments only, as
opposed to digital instruments, which simulate music digitally in the development of
working memory and instruction sequences. The quantitative research findings showed
that the combination of the iPad with real musical instruments contributed to the
development of memory sequence. The student’s achievements were identical in terms of
the memory capacity of the sound sequence both in playing the real instruments and the
application of the instruments on the iPad.

The third study’s goal was to examine the use of learning apps to enhance task persistence
through reading comprehension tasks, for a third-grade pupil with ASD. The pupil had
good reading capability, but had difficulties in comprehending the text. The intervention
program in this research was conducted throughout the twelve individualized instruction
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session (single subject design -ABAB), which included text reading and using an iPad app for
preparing a magazine as a creative way to answer the texts’ questions. Research findings
indicate that the duration of task persistence was longer when using iPad apps, compared
to when not in use. During the creation of the magazine, we saw an improvement in the
child’s participation, curiosity and involvement level.

We can conclude from these studies, that iPad creative apps enable a child with ASD to be
more engaged in the learning activities. The apps allow diversity in learning activities which
help to raise the child’s interest in learning and provide instant feedback.
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Siman-Tov Ayelet, Kaniel Shlomo,

Mental health and marriage quality among
parents to autistic children

The research validates a multivariate model that predicts mental health and quality of
marriage to coping successfully with an autistic child. The model comprises The elements:
parental stress, parental resources, parental mental health, quality of marriage and the
child’s autism symptoms. 176 parents of children aged between 6 to 16 diagnosed with
ASD answered several questionnaires measuring parental stress, personal resources (sense
of coherence, locus of control, social support), mental health and marriage quality and the
child’s autism symptoms. Path analysis showed that sense of coherence, internal locus of
control, social support and quality of marriage increase the ability to cope with the stress
of parenting an autistic child. Directions for further research are suggested.
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Tal Nimrod

Understanding the United States by Enlisting to

its Civil War: The British Fascination with of the

American Civil War between the End of Empire
and the American Century, 1915-1968

Imprinted onto the political discourse, military thought, intellectual life and popular
culture, no other foreign conflict left such a deep, lasting mark on the British society as did
the American Civil War. As late as the 1960s, the war was not forgotten across the Atlantic.
While most studies on the British fascination with the conflict tend to emphasize Britons’
ability to turn the American war of the 1860s relevant to contemporary British affairs, it
has often gone undetected that the British unique interest with the war was rooted in
the fact that by the turn of the nineteenth century century it had gained its place in the
Atlantic sphere as the event that forged the modern United States. As such, it gave Britons
a distinctive sense of the nature of the power that gradually began to take the British
Empire’s place on the world stage.

The paper follows three cases in which Britons turned to the Civil War to learn about
their contemporary United States and about the place of Britain in relation to it. The first
explores the British enthusiastic reception of D. W. Griffith’s The Birth of a Nation from
1915; the second studies the British military writing on the Civil War by Basil Liddell Hart
and J. F. C. Fuller in the 1930s; and the last case examines the emergence of American Civil
War re-enactment clubs in Britain in the 1960s. Through these cases, the paper examines
the British use of the Civil War, as the quintessence of American identity, to understand
the United States, to draw parallels between the American and British societies, and
to fashion a distinct national identity in contrast to that of America. These, it is shown,
became especially widespread and useful at the dawn of the American Century and the
End of Empire.
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Tal Nimrod, Prorokova Tatiana

“The Graphic Novel as a Space of
Small-Scale Wars”

Although the two world wars of the twentieth century have entered history as the defining
wars of the modern era, today’s world has been shaped to no lesser degree by the myriad
smaller conflicts that have been erupting continuously around the globe in ever increasing
numbers. At the same time, media usage has gained a central place in present-day conflicts,
and arguably plays a greater role than ever before. Amongst the most influential cultural
agents to have been shaping our experience of conflicts, both as individuals and society, the
graphic novel is unique in combining the visual and verbal modes of representation. It can
simultaneously narrate and visualize events so as to tell a war story from a unique vantage
point and explore phenomena in ways that other media cannot. The paper presents a
theoretical framework within which to analyze how graphic novels represent conflicts.
Characterizing the lacuna in the literature, namely its exclusive focus on the western world
and the major wars of the twentieth century, the paper focuses on three themes that
graphic novels on small-scale conflicts from around the globe and throughout history allow
to revisit: the representation of non-western conflicts, the depiction of non-combatants’
experiences during war, and graphic novels as a lieu de mémoire or site of memory.
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Timor Tsafi

Perceptions of Academic Literacy Coursesina
Postgraduate Programme in Israel

This study reflects on students’ and instructors’ evaluations of an embedded literacies
course in a Master’s program in Teaching & Education in Israel. The main goal of the
study was to explore the academic justification for embedding a compulsory academic
literacies course, taught in the mother tongue (Hebrew), at the outset of the M.Teach.
Using questionnaires and interviews, students and instructors’ perceptions were sought
with reference to the necessity, contribution and suitability of the course in a Master’s
degree. Unlike their instructors, students were not persuaded of the need or utility of the
course they had completed. The interviews suggested that they saw it as irrelevant, at
their level of study, and irrelevant to their studies in the M.Teach. While implementing such
a course is complicated, involving many considerations, the main conclusion is the need
to share with students the course’” aims — beyond study skills and language proficiency
-- of acculturating students to the academic discourse in general and to Education as a
discipline in particular. This should diminish the gaps between students’ and instructors’
perceptions and motivate the students towards the course.

Although the study took place in the local context of Hebrew-speaking students, it has wider
applicability wherever students —including local students--need a better understanding of
the demands of writing for their higher degree.
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Dina Tsybulsky

Team-Teaching in the Science Classroom: A Study
of Student-Teachers’ Experiences

The current phenomenological-qualitative study examined the experiences of 17 Israeli
student teachers in the context of team-teaching science courses using the project-based
method, in the course of their practicum conducted in elementary schools. The focus of
the study was in participants’ experiences in terms of quality and content. Data collection
methods included reflective reports and in-depth interviews. Data analysis was conducted
using the qualitative method for content analysis. Findings of the study indicate that the
process that the students underwent during team teaching was characterized by specific
experiential stages. The first three stages were characterized by mostly positive social
experiences involving fruitful collaborations, whereby the “fruit” of the collaborations
differed at each stage. The final stage was characterized by the experience of profound
introspection (empowerment, development of personal and professional identity). Mutual
stimulation contributed to the challenging yet successful experience of team teaching and
resulted in personal and professional growth for the student teachers. Herein, the practical
implications of this study are discussed. This research contributes to the professional
literature on the team-teaching of science courses, and may serve to encourage educators
to implement team teaching as part of student teachers’ practicum involving a project-
based, student-centered methodology.
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Weinberger Yehudith

Practicing Collaborative Learning in
Teacher Education

Introduction

Helping young people tap into their innate potential, in the hopes that they develop
into competent adults, requires higher education systems to invest in the development
of cognitive, social and emotional skills, as well as the construction of deep knowledge
in relevant fields (Pellegrino & Hilton, 2012). Educators, politicians and industry leaders
have dubbed this set of necessary skill “21st century skills,” emphasizing skills such as
cooperation, the ability to work collaboratively, and the promotion of effective interpersonal
communication (OECD, 2013). Actively engaging student teachers in collaborative learning
will contribute both to the quality of their learning process, and to their ability to participate
inand lead, cooperative ventures in their teaching (Brett, 2004; Stahl, 2006 ; Palloff & Pratt,
2005).

Collaborative learning CL is a pedagogical approach that includes a variety of methods and
models, in which learners work together in small groups to reach a common goal, such
as a project, solving a problem or completing a task (Brody & Davidson, 1998). Reaching
the learning goal is based on positive mutual interdependence between group members,
where individuals are responsible for their own learning and for their contribution to the
group (Slavin, 2001). The teacher is not the sole source of knowledge and information,
and students have a major responsibility for their learning (Kirschner, 2001; Panitz, 1997).
In cooperative learning, the teachers cast aside the traditional teaching pattern in which
they transmit knowledge, adopting a new pattern, in which students are actively engaged
in structuring their knowledge, discovering sources of information and incorporating their
knowledge and experiences in the construction of knowledge (Brody and Davidson, 1998).
Learning according to this pedagogy is a result of exposure to new knowledge as well as to
avariety of cultures (Barak, 2014; Lemke, 2001), and offers the benefit of developing social
skills, communication skills and higher order cognitive skills.

The role of the teacher is understandably critical to the success of collaborative learning in
the classroom (Cohen 1994; Gillies et al., 2008; Van Leeuwen et al., 2013). Yet, collaborative
learning presents teachers with many challenges, in practice and in attitude. It calls for
teachers to practice collaborative teaching methods and models, as well as evaluation
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methods. They should feel comfortable in releasing a great deal of control over the
learning process in order to increase students’ responsibility for their learning. Teachers
must deeply understand group dynamics, and be able to create suitable environments in
which to implement them. In addition, they must be aware of the interaction in the group
without taking a stand, encourage active participation and leadership, impart collaborative
and communicative skills, and help solve problems when a confrontation arises between
group members (Salman, Najjar, & Zidan, 2012).

Since CLis of particular importance for future teachers’ professional expertise and since its
implementation in practice depends on their educational beliefs, their personal theories
and their former experience (De Hei, Strijbos, Sjoer, & Admiraal, 2015), the present study is
designed to figure out which variables influence student teachers’ willingness to use CLin
their classes. It examined student teachers’ personal characteristics, their experience in CL,
their skills using CL, their attitudes and their knowledge about this demanding pedagogy.

Method

This study took place at a large teachers’ college and its” sample consisted of 305 students
in a Faculty of Education. The data was gathered by a questionnaire that was distributed
at the end of the school year, and consisted of five parts, according to the themes of the
study: 1) knowledge about CL, 2) attitudes towards CL, 3) previous experience with CL,
and 4) skills to practice CL and 5) willingness to use it. The reliability for the sections of the
questionnaire ranged Cronbach’s alpha between .69 to .79.

The data analysis was done with SPSS and was based on correlation. Pearson correlations
were examined for continuous research variables to explain the variance in willingness to
practice CLin class.

Results
This study examined students’” knowledge of CL and their attitudes towards it, as well
as their previous experience with CL as students and their willingness to use CL in their
teaching in practice in class. Statistical analyses of this data were designed to identify
the factors that might influence student’s willingness to incorporate CL in their classes as
teachers.

Descriptive statistics applied to the questionnaire results indicate that, on average,
respondents’ reported on a reasonably high level of experience of CLin their studies (Range
1-4, M= 3.00, SD = .72). This means that, according to their perceptions, the students
experienced CL in some of their courses. Their experience as students in CL provided the
respondents with knowledge about the advantages and disadvantages of CL, and their
positive attitudes can be seen in Table 1.
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As can be seen from the data, the highest scores for the advantages of CL were related to
statements that dealt with the benefits of communication and personal interaction. The
highest scores for disadvantages of CL addressed statements that deal with the suitability
of CL to different topics and different learners. The high score produced by the attitude
statements indicates the importance of experiencing CL in teacher preparation, from the
points of view of students. The students also showed a moderate to high sense of being
skilled enough to practice CL in their class, and high willingness to do so.

In order to examine the relationship between research variables Pearson correlations
were examined, and the findings are presented in Table 2.

The results presented in the table show that there is a low negative correlation between age
and experience and between age and disadvantages, meaning that the younger students
report having more experience in CL in their courses, but also see more disadvantages in
CL. There is a positive low correlation between experience in CL and the feeling of being
skilled enough to incorporate CL methods in teaching. There is a positive high correlation
between familiarity with the advantages of CL and attitude to CL, and between familiarity
with the advantages of CL and willingness to teach using CL methods. However, there
is a negative correlation between the knowledge of advantages in CL the knowledge of
disadvantages in CL. This means that the more positive knowledge of CL's advantages
the respondents had, the lower their rating if its disadvantages. There is a high negative
correlation between knowledge of disadvantages in CL and attitudes to CL, feeling skilled
enough to teach in the CL methods and being willing to teach using CL. There is also a
low positive correlation between attitude to CL and the feeling of being skilled enough to
teach CL methods, and a high positive correlation between attitude to CL and willingness
to teach using CL. Finally, there is a high positive correlation between the feeling of being
skilled enough to teach CL methods and the willingness to do so.

Discussion

Collaborative learning appears to be an essential constituent in both national and
international plans and reports (Melamed, et al., 2010; OECD, 2013) about preparing
teachers for the 21st century. The findings of the current study indicate that student
teachers in a teaching college share this view as well. Generally, their attitudes towards CL
are positive, and they express arelatively high rate of willingness to incorporate collaborative
practices in their classrooms. However, as indicated in this study and in previous ones, CL
is not so common in higher education (Ubel, 2010) and student teachers do not always
experience it, either as students or as teachers in the field. Since implementing CL seems
to be a complex and demanding task (Zygouris-Coe, 2012, Shonfeld, 2017), it should to
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be supported and facilitated in teachers’ education programs and in their professional
development (De Hei, Strijbos, Sjoer, & Admiraal, 2015).

What can be learned from the findings of this study regarding ways of enhancing
collaborative learning in teacher preparation?

Conceivably, student teachers’ greater experience as learners-participants allows them a
deeper understanding of various aspects of the method, including its lack of suitability to
all types of topics, learners or instructors. Collaborative learning is not an easy task - for
teachers and for learners (Johnson & Johnson, 2013). For teachers, the greatest challenge
is to leave their traditional role and become more instructive and supportive; for students,
it is to become more active and cooperative in undertaking the joint tasks.

The main recommendation of the study is to include in the teacher education program
courses about CL. The teaching of CL in teacher preparation programs should include,
alongside active experience with the method, a study of its theoretical and strategic
aspects. This might include the history of collaborative learning, different methodological
approaches, and the results of research regarding challenges such as regulating
collaborative groups and the role of the teacher in the group dynamic (Dobber, Akkerman,
Verloop, & Vermunt, 2014). De Hei and her colleges (2015) found seven aspects that
lecturers in higher education should learn, including (in relation to CL): coaching and
guiding, developing tasks, providing valuable peer feedback, accountability for the task
and the teamwork, motivating students to collaborate, assessment of collaboration and
criteria for group compiling. Direct instruction that addresses these aspects is necessary
for expanding knowledge of CL, which was found in this study to be crucial for student-
teachers’ positive attitudes, their feeling that they are skilled and their willingness to
practice CL in their classes.

Limitations

The most central limitation of this study is the fact that it was carried out in only one college
in the country. The results of the current study justify further research in other teacher
colleges in the country and in other countries. In addition, the data gathered was mainly
declarative information, and its source was students’ self-reports. We did not actually visit
the classes or analyze the syllabi of the courses. We recommend that subsequent research
projects include an examination of what actually takes place in classrooms that employ CL.

According to the outcomes of the current research, we conclude that a variety of factors
influence student teachers’ willingness to use collaborative methods in their instruction:
knowledge, attitudes, skills and experience. All of them should be taken into a consideration
when planning teacher education programs geared to preparing future teachers to cope
with the challenges of future generations.
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Table 1: Mean and SD of the different statements of the research variables (range 1-5)

Variables M SD
Advantages of CL Fostered exchange of knowledge & |4.57 0.55
experience
Enhanced communication skills 447 0.66
Making new friends 4.13 0.86
Developed skills 4.12 0.83
Better comprehension of the topics 4.08 0.68
Developing higher order thinking skills | 3.98 0.89
More relaxed atmosphere 3.74 0.98
Disadvantages of CL Not suitable for all types of students 4.14 0.88
Not suitable for all topics 3.79 1.10
The students’ success depends on their | 3.60 1.05
group members
Unfair evaluation of each student’s | 3.22 1.05
investment
Difficulty getting members to actively | 2.67 0.94
participate in tasks
Waste of time 2.57 0.99
Attitudes towards CL The activities are important to my | 4.02 0.82
learning experience
The activities important to my learning | 3.76 0.90
as a future teacher
| took part in collaborative work in my | 3.69 1.00
courses
| prefer to do all my learning activities | 3.36 1.04
alone.
| learn better working in a group than | 2.90 1.08
alone.
Skilled to use CL | feel that I'm skilled enough to practice | 3.60 0.96
CL with my pupils
Willing to use CL | am willing to incorporate CL in my | 3.99 0.81
classroom
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Table 2: Pearson correlations between research variables (n = 305)

Measures Age Exper. Advant. Disadvant.  Attitude Skills Willing
Age

Experience - 18%*

Advantages .04 -.04

Disadvantages ~ -.15** 01 -38*

Attitudes .07 13 53XEx - ApHE

Skilled .10 20%%* 10 - 20%** 2%k

Willing 10 14 36*HF* 35¥RE Gk 43k
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Weiss Dovi, Bitan Keren

Promoting a Meaningful Learning Experience
with a Born-Digital Interactive e-book and a
Digital Teaching Platform

The goal of this research was to evaluate the effects of learning mathematics with a
born-digital interactive e-book and Digital Teaching Platform (DTP) on various aspects of
a meaningful learning experience. DTP is a real-time learning system designed for one-to-
one 21st century environment. To that effect, the learning experience and perceptions of
a class of sixth grade students and their teacher were evaluated.

Research was conducted using a qualitative-constructivist approach. Twenty two (22)
students, who study at one school, were observed and interviewed. These students learn
mathematics with an advanced e-book, on the Digital Teaching Platform of “Time to Know”.

Analysis of the observations and the interviews led to the identification of three themes
relating to aspects of learning with a born-digital interactive e-book: (1) Independent
learning with collaboration, (2) Aspects of the technological environment and their
implications and (3) The role of the teacher.

Findings show that learning mathematics with a born-digital interactive e-book is
characterized by a sense of relevance, learner involvement, a sense of value for the learner,
independent learning with collaboration and a positive learning experience. It seems that
learning with an e-book promotes a meaningful learning experience. The teacher perceives
her role as the designer and the manager of the learning process. Most of the students
think that it is easier to teach with an e-book and say that the teacher is no longer the only
source of knowledge.
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Marcelo Weksler

The place of teachers in Critical Pedagogy
paradigms: Change of consciousness among
teachers of children at risk*

One of the central issues that Critical Pedagogy deals with since Paulo Freire’s concepts of
“banking education” vs. “liberating education” is the changing of consciousness among
teachers. Why and how can educators change their consciousness in relation to the
oppressed with whom they work?

The dilemmas posed by this issue revolve around the question of teachers’ place in the
chain of oppression: to what extent can they choose their place within it, or rather, is it
pre-determined? Is their place determined by their early consciousness? Can there be
an educational practice that would determine their consciousness? And, is change of
consciousness possible regardless of a teacher’s praxis and biography as a subject?

Considering that in a context of oppression, all actors within the educational reality —
teachers and children alike —tend to internalize their oppression, a basic question should
be posed concerning the dichotomy between “banker” teachers and “liberating” teachers:
is this dichotomy indeed inevitable? Or rather, more accurately, aren’t we all placed on a
spectrum between these two ends, while the dialectical interaction of subjects in action
serves as the cause for change of consciousness towards liberation? This argument is
based on the understanding that only the praxis between subjects and theory can generate
a change in the consciousness of teachers and students.

My talk will examine methodologies of consciousness change following the practical
experience of teachers of children at risk. This examination will allow us to reconsider the
paradigms of Critical Pedagogy.
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Yochanna Miri

Lexical Transfer in Narrative Production of
Bilingual Pre-Schoolers

Bilingual preschool children are able to produce narratives in both their languages. How
the two lexicons serve bilingual children when producing a narrative and how the children
make use of them are two aspects of lexis in narrative ability that this research looked into.

The study examined the lexical density of the children’s narratives and the connection
to the bilingual phenomena of lexical transfer. Lexical Transfer occurs when a speaker
reassigns vocabulary or expressions used in one language to the other language when
conveying a similar idea. Past research has found that bilingual children transfer syntax
and story grammar from one language to another when telling narratives, but that little
vocabulary is transferred (Pearson, Oller, Umbel & Fernandez 1996; Pearson 1997).

Forty Hebrew-English simultaneous and sequential bilingual preschoolers were asked to tell
two narratives in each language; the familiar Goldilocks and the Three Bears, using a picture
book and an unfamiliar story using a sequence of pictures, using the Fox Story (Gulzow &
Gagarina 2007) and the Cat Story (Hickmann 2003). The children were interviewed twice,
once in each language, a few days apart. Their narratives were recorded and transcribed,
and then analyzed for lexis. Lexical categories were examined for each of the child’s two
languages in the narratives. Instances of lexical transfer were analyzed for frequency and
locus in each language for each story.

Lexical transfer was evident in 65% of the children’s narratives, for both the familiar and
the unfamiliar stories, contrary to past research. Children transferred single words as well
as short phrases. However, there was more lexical transfer in the familiar stories (N=39)
than in the unfamiliar stories (N=16). Contrary to Pearson (1997, 2002), who found that
the children transferred syntax from their stronger language to their weaker language, but
very little lexis, the children in this study transferred lexical items from one language to the
other, regardless of language dominance or order of language production of the narratives.
This indicates a more balanced lexical ability between their two languages.
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Yuval Amnon

Between fair procedure and judicial terrorism: A
comparative view on political trials in france and
britain during the 1790s

Britain and France, the begetters of western liberalism and republican democracy,
experienced a constituting stormy period during the 1790s. Whereas France went through
a dramatic political and social revolution, in Britain —that was since February 1793 in a state
of war against France - the government made great efforts to prevent such a possibility
at home by suppressing rising demands for political reform. During this decade political
figures who opposed governments in both countries were charged with crimes such as
“sedition”, “conspiracy” and “treason” (and “anti-revolutionary activity” in France). In
France thousands of them were sentenced to death by the “extraordinary” tribunal
révolutionnaire and were executed by guillotine, mainly in the bloody period of 1793-94.
In Britain the number of political trials was much lower, and the punishments usually less
severe, but nevertheless radicals were harshly persecuted, and suffered from silencing
laws which created a political chilling effect. It was this dynamic that made some of them
call Prime Minister Pitt’s policy “a reign of terror”, analogical in their eyes to the infamous
Jacobin policy implemented in France. Historian Clive Emsley called this comparison
“ludicrous” and rightly emphasized several important differences between the two cases.
To be sure, the number of people who were arrested, judged, convicted and executed
is incomparable. Furthermore, whereas in France the government was revolutionary and
defendants (allegedly) counter-revolutionaries, in England it was the other way around.
However, and contrary to common assumptions, it seems that there also were some
considerable similarities between the judicial systems in those two countries: the verdict
by jury; the political-ideological bias of the court; its effort to keep at least a semblance of
fair and legitimate procedure; the possibility of defendants to be acquitted, even at the
height of the Jacobin terreur; and the melodramatic speeches made by defendants during
trials. By this comparison between political trials in France and Britain during the 1790s —
that has been hardly done by historians — | shall try to come to conclusions regarding the
legacy they left to the modern political and judicial culture in western democracies.
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